Prayer of the Church, Proper 23B
The Lord said to the Israelites through the prophet Amos, 'Seek the Lord and live.' God saw that they could not come to him by themselves and sent his only Son as our high priest to be a mediator between the Father and his people. Let us pray to the Father, in the precious name of Jesus Christ.
Heavenly Father, we pray for the church, that it may not seek to acquire riches and assets but use the gifts that God has given for his glory and the extension of his kingdom. 

O merciful God, hear our prayer.
Holy Spirit, move the hearts of our people, that we do not seek to accumulate wealth as a form of security but instead seek God and the promise he gives through Christ, our Lord.

O merciful God, hear our prayer.
We pray for the government, that it may approach the support of the poor with solutions of healing. Continue to guide our decision-makers as they tackle the challenges of the COVID pandemic and help them to consider the needs of the poor and the vulnerable.

O merciful God, hear our prayer.
Lord Jesus, be with those who are unemployed and for those whose workplaces and businesses have uncertain futures. Restore our economy, so that all who are able can gain meaningful employment. We especially pray for the homeless, whose income doesn't allow them to acquire the basics of life. Give each of us eyes to see the need in our communities, and hearts to meet those needs.

O merciful God, hear our prayer.
God of healing, we ask you to comfort and heal all who are unwell, according to your will. We particularly bring before you the people in our community who are sick or recovering from surgery [insert names of the people you know who are unwell]. Give comfort to all those who grieve, including [insert the names of those who are grieving].
O merciful God, hear our prayer.
Loving God, as we look about us, we see that you have provided so much that we can live comfortable lives as your people. Lord, hear our prayer and help us not to focus on what we have but on giving your gifts of charity to a world that hungers and thirsts for the gospel. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, our great high priest, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
