Prayer of the Church – Proper 28C
Jesus reminds us that for as long as this world continues, there will be all kinds of disaster and trouble. In his name then, let us pray to our Father in heaven for all the people of the world.

Dear heavenly Father, thank you for promising to make all things new, our work included.  Give us patience and perseverance as we wait for Jesus to come in glory, and keep us firm in faith and diligent in the work you've given us to do here while we wait.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer
We pray for the church, that it may not be led astray by people falsely presenting themselves in your name.  Keep your church free from the corruptions of power and privilege, and give it understanding and courage as nations go to war and the natural world groans with the weight of human sin.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer
Thank you dear Father for the blessings you shower on us through the work of others - voluntary and paid.  And thank you for our own roles in life.  Please give worthwhile work to all who are capable of it, bless workers with satisfaction and success in what they do, and remove all sin from the workplace. 

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer
Guide all young people as they prepare to make their own contribution to the world, and watch over those in this congregation who are beginning new careers.  Make the schools of our church places where staff and students work together in your name and for your glory.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer
Have mercy dear Father on this poor world, especially as it stands in ignorance of you and of our Saviour Jesus Christ.  So send out your gospel to all the world and to those in our neighbourhood too.  Equip us with loving hearts and hands to help where we can, and make us effective witnesses for you.  
Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer
Heal the sick, dear Father, and comfort the dying with faith in Jesus. And meet the needs of all those we know to be in want and whom we now name silently in our hearts... (brief silence).

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer
Lord God, you care for us so much that you have promised that not a hair on our heads will perish as we face the trials and tribulations of this world. Give us true faith in you, and trust that you will hear and answer our prayers. We ask this in the name of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

