After Pentecost Service Order



We Come to God in Prayer
(or Opening Sentences for the day)

Christ is the head of the church, his body.

Come, let us worship him.

Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Confession and Absolution
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we confess to you that by nature we are sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy and plead for your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Most merciful God, you have given your only Son to die for us: Have mercy on us, and for his sake grant us forgiveness of all our sins. By your Holy Spirit increase our knowledge of you and your will, and make us obedient to your word, so that by your grace we may come to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all.

Amen.

Hymn/Song
We Pray Psalm 34
(or Psalm of the day)

I will extol the Lord at all times;

his praise will always be on my lips.

I will glory in the Lord;

let the afflicted hear and rejoice.

Glorify the Lord with me;

let us exalt his name together.

We are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses.

Taste and see that the Lord is good;

blessed are those who take refuge in him.

Fear the Lord, you his holy people,

for those who fear him lack nothing.

The lions may grow weak and hungry,

but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing.

We are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses.

The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them;

he delivers them from all their troubles.

The Lord is close to the broken-hearted

and saves those who are crushed in spirit.

The righteous may have many troubles,

but the Lord delivers them from them all.

We are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses.
God Speaks To Us (Lectionary Readings for the Day)
Old Testament reading

Epistle reading

Gospel reading

After each reading: 

Lord, plant your word in us,
that we bear much fruit to your glory.
Children’s Address (optional)

Hymn/Song
Address
We Confess Our Faith (Apostles’ Creed, or sung version)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'

Hymn/Song
Offering Prayer
(using Offering Prayer for the day)
We Pray For Ourselves and the World
(or Prayer of the Church for the day)

Let us pray for the church in the world. Thank you, Lord Jesus,

for gathering your people into one holy church.

Lord Jesus, hear our prayer.

By your building of the church on the rock;

by your promise that the gates of hell will not prevail against it;

by the purchase of the church with your precious blood;

by your gift of the Holy Spirit and the keys of the kingdom:

Lord Jesus, hear our prayer.

Make your church truly holy and unified.

Keep it faithful in proclaiming the gospel and administering the sacraments.

Purge it from all wrongdoing, unbelief, and coldness.

Protect it from sin, scandal, and shame.

Strengthen it against fearfulness and compromise with evil.

Make it shine as a light in the world.

Lord Jesus, hear our prayer.

(Other prayers may follow)

Guide and rule your church forever, Lord God, so that it walks

warily in times of quiet and boldly in times of trouble; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
We Pray the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

God Blesses Us
(or the Blessing and Dismissal for the day)

May we know the hope to which God has called us, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his people.

And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be

with us always.

Amen.

Hymn/Song
