
 

 

Sending Church Covenant 

Intro 

The New and Renewing Churches department is a new department of the Lutheran Church of 

Australia, formed due to the restructure of national church functions in the area of Local Mission. The 

department is one of five departments that sit under the banner of Local Mission. The other Local 

Mission departments are: 

 Cross-Cultural Ministry 

 Grow Ministries 

 Lutheran Media 

 Ministry with the Ageing 

Most of the work of the New and Renewing Churches department is funded thanks to the income 

generated by the LLL Local Mission permanent fund. You can donate to the New and Renewing 

Churches department by going to: https://donation.lca.org.au/project?id=P21095 

The LCA New and Renewing Churches team is excited about supporting sending churches. This 

document outlines what’s involved. We pray that God will bless the harvest in your community. 

 

Sending church responsibilities 

 Pray for the Lord of the harvest to send labourers 

 Provide a venue for training, with appropriate equipment (chairs and tables, whiteboard, data 

projector) 

 Promote the training within our community 

 Cater for the training (i.e. morning and afternoon teas, and lunch) 

 Raise funds for launching a church plant/s  

 Support the church planting team/s 

 Pray for the New and Renewing Churches team 

 Communicate regularly with partner churches 

 

http://www.lca.org.au/departments/local-mission/new-and-renewing-churches/
https://donation.lca.org.au/project?id=P21095
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Sending church timeline 

Note that the timeline below shows stages in a sending church journey. In reality, it’s not that clear cut. 

A timeline will be developed to suit your community and will be based on your needs. This table simply 

shows a typical progression. 

Timeline New and Renewing Churches 

(N&RC) responsibilities  

Sending Church responsibilities 

In the 

beginning…  

A N&RC team member will conduct 

a church planting assessment.  

The sending church pastor or lay 

leader participates in the 

assessment. 

1st year A team member will provide 

training for the leadership team. The 

N&RC department will pay for any 

training resources, and travel and 

accommodation expenses of N&RC 

team members.  

Provide the venue including 

catering and promote the training 

within our community.  

Provide hospitality for the New and 

Renewing team member (e.g. if the 

leadership team meets with the 

N&RC team member over a meal 

outside of the training, the sending 

church covers the cost of this 

hospitality). 

2nd year A team member will provide 

training for leaders and those 

interested in evangelism to prepare 

you to ‘go as God’s people’. 

The N&RC department will pay for 

any training resources, and travel 

and accommodation expenses of 

N&RC team members. 

Provide the venue including 

catering and promote the training 

within our community.  

Provide hospitality for the New and 

Renewing team member (e.g. if the 

leadership team meets with the 

N&RC team member over a meal 

outside of the training, the sending 

church covers the cost of this 

hospitality). 

3rd – 5th year A team member will assist in 

recruiting and training a church 

planting team or teams. A mentor 

will be assigned to the teams. 

The N&RC department will pay for 

any training resources, and travel 

and accommodation expenses of 

N&RC team members. 

Provide the venue including 

catering and promote the training 

within our community.  

Provide hospitality for the New and 

Renewing team member (e.g. if the 

leadership team meets with the 

N&RC team member over a meal 

outside of the training, the sending 

church covers the cost of this 

hospitality). 

Prepare for the launching of a 

church plant – prayer, financial and 

personnel support.  
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And 

beyond 

Well, by now, we are hoping that 

your church plants will be 

journeying to plant more churches. 

Bottom line, you know that the 

N&RC team is always here to 

support you as best we can.  

Keep praying for more labourers! 

 

Sending church agreement 

We, the sending church, commit to working with, and assisting, the New and Renewing Churches 

team as we grow in our understanding of relational evangelism and plant churches that plant 

churches. 

Name and 

signature of 

Pastor 

 Date  

Name and 

signature of 

Chairperson 

 Date  

 

 


