Notes on the Readings, Fourth Sunday after Pentecost, Year B (Proper 7)
Job 38:1-11: After losing all his material possessions, wealth, wife, family and then his health, Job, while heroically hanging on to his faith, finally exhausted all his mental and spiritual depths trying to find a meaning for his suffering. In the end he got to the stage where he virtually challenged God to give account. This reading shows God turning up, so to speak, in the terrifying guise of a whirlwind. His answer shows how little knowledge Job could really have of the way in which God could firstly create and, secondly, order the whole cosmos. It is the limitation of our insight which often prevents us from seeing God’s purposes and plans through the darkness of our troubles.

2 Corinthians 6:1-13: St Paul had been a victim of a smear campaign by some power-brokers in the Corinthians congregation who were out to discredit him by constant criticism. He clearly showed in the previous chapter how God himself had brought about reconciliation between himself and rebellious humanity through the cross. Paul urges them not to permit this wondrous gift of God to lie idle in their lives. Their salvation is a present reality of which they should take the greatest advantage. Paul himself had survived a formidable array of obstacles to his ministry in order to serve them with the gospel. He therefore urges them to open their hearts to permit meaningful reconciliation to take place between themselves and him.

Mark 5:35-41: St Mark relates in this account how Jesus as a fully human being could be so overcome by weariness from his ministry that he fell asleep in exhaustion. This caused the disciples to accuse him of indifference to their danger. His response, simply to command successfully a totally terrifying life-threatening phenomenon of nature to desist, left them with such a sense of awe that they worshipped him! The teaching of Jesus’ fully divine nature is often emphasised by the gospel writers.
