Second Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 5A) Seasonal Prayer Service Order



We Come to God in Prayer
The Lord says: ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice,
and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.’  (Hos 6:6 NKJV)
Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Confession and Absolution
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we confess to you that by nature we are sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy and plead for your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Most merciful God, you have given your only Son to die for us: Have mercy on us, and for his sake grant us forgiveness of all our sins. By your Holy Spirit increase our knowledge of you and your will, and make us obedient to your word, so that by your grace we may come to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all.

Amen.

We sing LH 161 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds OR How Sweet The Name - Emu Music
We Pray Psalm 50:7-15
‘Listen, my people, and I will speak;
    I will testify against you, Israel:
    I am God, your God.
I bring no charges against you concerning your sacrifices
    or concerning your burnt offerings, which are ever before me.
I have no need of a bull from your stall
    or of goats from your pens,
for every animal of the forest is mine,
    and the cattle on a thousand hills.
I know every bird in the mountains,
    and the insects in the fields are mine.
If I were hungry I would not tell you,
    for the world is mine, and all that is in it.
Do I eat the flesh of bulls
    or drink the blood of goats?
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving 
and pay your vows to the Most High.  (Ps 50:14 NRSV)
‘Sacrifice thank-offerings to God,
    fulfil your vows to the Most High,
and call on me in the day of trouble;
    I will deliver you, and you will honour me.’
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving 
and pay your vows to the Most High.  (Ps 50:14 NRSV)
God Speaks To Us 
Old Testament reading: Hosea 5:15 - 6:6 God desires mercy, not sacrifice
Epistle reading: Romans 4:13-25 God's promise to Abraham received through faith
Gospel reading: Matthew 9:9-13,18-26 Jesus calls Matthew, heals a woman, and raises a child
After each reading: 

Lord, plant your word in us,
that we bear much fruit to your glory.
Children’s Address (optional)

We sing LH 317 Jesus sinners doth receive OR My Heart Is Filled With Thankfulness - Keith & Kristyn Getty
Address
We Confess Our Faith (Apostles’ Creed, or sung version)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'

We sing LH 321 Faith is a living power from heaven OR He Is Among Us - The Porter's Gate
Offering Prayer
Thank you, Lord, for all the good things
that you have given us.
Make our lives dedicated to you in response.
Use us and our gifts to help those in need.
Amen.
We Pray for Ourselves and the World
God shows his great love to us in his Son Jesus Christ. So let us pray to our Father with confidence.

Gracious Father, we thank you for all the blessings you have given us, although we have not deserved them. Above all, we thank you for your word and sacraments. Keep the gospel pure in your church. Give us faithful pastors to preach your word, and help us to understand and believe. Bring to faith those who do not yet know you. Protect your church, and have mercy on its enemies.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, we pray for the nations of the world and their rulers, that God's will may be done in all places. Give wisdom to all leaders, so that they act with justice and mercy towards their people. Bring peaceful resolution to all conflicts. We ask your merciful help in the situation of….[name particular current conflicts]. 

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of mercy, bless all those who work for peace and care for the vulnerable around the world. We give you thanks for the work of the United Nations, the Red Cross, Amnesty International and other international care organisations. We pray especially for the work of our Lutheran agencies, Australian Lutheran World Service and International Mission. Protect their workers and strengthen them in their service. Move us to offer our prayers and support for their efforts.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of love, we pray for the homeless, children in desperate situations, and young people in trouble. In difficult financial times, help us to respond to suffering and need with generosity and compassion. Open our eyes to the hungry and lonely in our communities, and help us to share your blessings with them. 

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of healing, bring your comfort to all who struggle with ill health, especially [names of local people]. Comfort the grieving, especially [names of local people who have lost loved one].

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, you love us and have promised to hear us. Answer our prayers according to your wisdom and love, and bring us closer to you. We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
We Pray the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

God Blesses Us
Go in peace and follow the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be

with us always.

Amen.

We sing LH 456 The God of Abraham praise OR This is the Day - CityAlight 
