'HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JESUS'

A service order for Christmas Eve

LEADERS NOTES    

This Christmas Eve service has been cast in the form of a Birthday Party. Children will participate as they do in a birthday party.

PREPARATIONS:

1. The Advent lead-up. Involve the children in the preparations and build up their anticipation during the preceding four Sundays in Advent.

· 1st Sunday- Discuss with the children the birthday coming up. How do we prepare a birthday party for Jesus? The children will come up with ideas like invitations, gifts, party hats, cakes, games, etc.

· 2nd Sunday- On this Sunday, make invitations and plan how to distribute them to members and to people in the community.  Also talk about gifts the children could bring for needy children and others you could support on Christmas Eve with special  gifts.

· 3rd Sunday- make decorations and party hats.

· 4th Sunday- final rehearsal before the Christmas Eve service.

2. Invitations can be sent out beforehand to members and families of Sunday school children and to people in the community through letterbox drops.  Add comments to fit your community, letting people know the importance of the birthday of Jesus of Nazareth, and how you would like them to join you in the celebration.  Remember the birthday party invitation formula (Whose party? Where? When? Please come.)

3. Decorations for the church. Use birthday decorations like balloons and streamers; 'Happy Birthday, Jesus' banner, children's drawings of Jesus birth; Sunday school teaching pictures of the Nativity.

4. Gifts- Christmas is the occasion of God's greatest gift to us -Jesus. But our response is to bring gifts of gratitude to him. Children and their parents can be encouraged to bring a gift (eg. non-perishable food or a new toy wrapped as a gift), to be given at church and then passed on to a local charity.

5. The mystery parcel- The Christmas story unfolds as the mystery parcel is opened. You will need to prepare the five components of the manger scene in parcels as follows:

First wrapped is last opened


1. Christ-child figure


2. Box contains shepherds, sheep figures + Christ­ child parcel


3. Box contains angel figure + shepherd parcel


4. Box contains Mary & Joseph figures + angel parcel


5. Box contains stable (with manger)+ Mary & Joseph parcel.

Note: If you prefer several boxes, wrap each item separately, so you will have a set of 5 boxes. The figures could be a fold-out cardboard scene which lies flat in the parcel or a set of wooden or plastic nativity figures or sturdy home-made figures (say 20cm high).If this is to be a surprise parcel the figures should not be made by the children.

The wrapped parcel can be displayed in the church or narthex throughout the season of Advent. Add a tag: ' To my friends at ........ congregation with love. (Do not open until Dec 24.)' This will remind people that Advent prepares us for Christmas, and so will build up a sense of anticipation.

6. Birthday cake (optional)- Small individual cakes or slices of cake may be given to the children at the end of the service.

7. Birthday party hats (optional) can be given to each child (young ones, that is) as they arrive, and worn throughout the service.

10. Space for the children. If feasible, clear a space at the front of the church for the children to be seated on the floor. If the church is suited for it, arrange the pews in a semi-circle around the children to give a closer family atmosphere. Alternatively, it may be possible simply to remove the front two or three pews to make room for the children.

11. Table for the manger scene and large candle can be put in the middle of the chancel. The large candle could be the Paschal candle and may be lit at the appropriate place in the service. Alternatively, the candles of the Advent wreath may be lit.

12. Older children/youth can read the parts. Young children and visiting children can take part in unwrapping the parcel(s). The Leader may choose a child each time to do the unwrapping and may need to hold up the item for the congregation to see, explain what it is and help the child to put it in place on the table.

14. The Address by the pastor/lay reader- A clear, brief summary of the meaning of the Christmas story. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JESUS

Carol: 
1. O come, all ye faithful,

joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;

come and behold him, born the king of angels:

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

2. Sing, choirs of angels, 
sing in exultation,

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above:
Glory  to God in the highest:

M: 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit;

C:
Amen

M: 
To us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST (sung or said):

Cong: 
Glory to God in the highest.
.

Children: And on earth peace, among men with whom he is pleased.

C: 
We praise you, we bless you, 

Chn: 
We worship you, we glorify you,

All:
We give thanks to you for your great glory. 

C: 
O Lord God, heavenly king,

Chn:
God the Father Almighty.

All:
O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ,

C: 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, 

Chn: 
Son of the Father:

C: 
you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Chn:
You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer.

All:
You are seated at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us.

C:
For you alone are holy,

Chn:
You alone are Lord,

C: 
You alone, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

Chn:
are most high in the glory of God the Father.

All:
Amen.

M:
Let us pray.

All:
Lord Jesus Christ, greatest gift of the Father; you were born to bring God's love and peace to earth. Assure us of your forgiveness and give us joy this night (day) as we celebrate your birth. We ask it in your name. Amen.

WELCOME by Pastor/Lay reader
THE STORY OF JESUS' BIRTHDAY

THE BIRTHPLACE (Child opens parcel)
Carol: 
1. Once in royal David's city 
stood a lowly cattle shed,

where a mother laid  her  baby

in a manger for his bed; 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child.

2. He came down to earth from heaven
who is God and Lord of all,

and his shelter was a stable,

and his cradle was a stall;

with the poor and mean and lowly 
lived on earth our Saviour holy.

3. And our eyes at last shall see him,
through his own redeeming love,

for that child so dear and gentle

is our Lord in heaven above;

and he leads his children on

to the place where he is gone.

4. Not in that poor lowly stable, 
with the oxen standing by,

we shall see him; but in heaven,
set at God's right hand on high;

where like stars his children crowned
all in white shall wait around.

Innkeeper: That's my stable all right. It's just behind my inn in Bethlehem. My animals stay in the shed, and sometimes guests at my inn have animals, too. One night my inn was so crowded I had to put some people out in the stable with the animals. You'll hear that story tonight.

THE PARENTS  (Child opens parcel)
Carol: 

1. Come hither, you children, O come, one and all, 
to visit the manger in Bethlehem's stall,

and see what the Father in heaven so true

has done to prepare a bright Christmas for you.

2. O see in the manger - this strange little bed 
a child, sweet and gentle, is resting hi  head,

in swaddling clothes lying so humble and mild,

yet purer than angels, the heavenly child.

3. See Mary and Joseph, with fond loving eyes,
are gazing upon him as meekly he lies,

the shepherds are kneeling, with hearts full of love,
while angels sing loud hallelujahs above.

Mary: In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that a census should be taken throughout the Roman Empire, and everyone went to register, each to his own town.

Joseph: I went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Bethlehem, the town of David, because I'm a descendant of David. I took my wife Mary, and we stayed in a stable, because there was no room for us in the inn.

THE MESSENGERS  (Child opens parcel)
Carol
1. Angels we have heard on high,
sweetly singing o'er the plains,
and the mountains in reply,
echoing their joyous strains:

Gloria in excelsis Deo;
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee?

Why your songs of happy cheer?

What great brightness did you see?

What glad tidings did you hear?

3. Come to Bethlehem and see

him whose birth the angels sing;

come, adore on bended knee

Christ the Lord, the new-born King:

Angel: 
On the night when Mary and Joseph came to Bethlehem, some shepherds were in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks. I appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. I said to them, 'Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all people. Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger'.

Suddenly a great company of angels appeared with me, praising God and saying, 'Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased'.

CHOIR OR CHILDREN’S SONG (optional)
THE VISITORS  (Child opens parcel)
Carol: 
Go, tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and everywhere;
go, tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born.

1. While shepherds kept their watching 
o'er silent flocks by night,

behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light:

2. The shepherds feared and trembled,
when, lo, above the earth

rang out the angel chorus

that hailed our Saviour's birth:

3. Down in a lowly manger

our humble Christ was  born,
and God sent us salvation
that blessed Christmas morn:

First shepherd: When the angels had left us and gone into heaven we said to one another, 'Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about'. So we hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby who was lying in the manger.

Second shepherd: Well, how could we keep the angel's message to ourselves? We had to tell all the people we met about this special birthday. Why, the angels of heaven had told us that this child was the promised Saviour. We heard the angel choirs sing praises to God who now had brought his peace to people on earth.

THE CHILD  (Child opens parcel)
Carol:
1. Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed a cattle stall;
oxen lowing, little knowing Christ the babe is Lord of all.
Swift are winging angels singing, noels ringing, tidings bringing,
Christ the babe is Lord of all, Christ the babe is Lord of all.

2. Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new

saw the glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true.

Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow;

Christ the babe was born for you, Christ the babe was born for you.

CREED

Luther's explanation of the Second Article of the Apostles' Creed:

All: 
I believe that Jesus Christ - true God, Son of the Father from eternity and true man, born of the Virgin Mary - is my Lord.
At great cost he has saved and redeemed me, a lost and condemned person.
He has freed me from sin, death, and the power of the devil­
not with silver or gold, but with his holy and precious blood and his innocent suffering and death. 
All this he has done that I may be his own, live under him in his kingdom, and  serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness, just as he is risen from the dead and lives and rules eternally.
This is most certainly true.

ADDRESS

HYMN/SONG/CAROL or INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC during which the offerings are gathered and children bring their offerings/gifts to the manger
OFFERING PRAYER  (said or sung to the tune “Come hither, you children” after the offering is gathered):

All: 
Dear Jesus, our hearts we now offer to you,

O keep them believing and loving and true;

yes, let them be holy, a gift undefiled,

for you, our dear Saviour, the heavenly child.

PRAYERS

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES AND READING:

The true light that gives light to all people has come into the world. To all who receive him, who believe in his name, he gives the right to become children of God. The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has never put it out. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

BIRTHDAY SONG TO JESUS (sung by children – tune ‘It’s your birthday’ AT 5):

Jesus' birthday, Jesus' birthday, he comes to you today.

He comes to help you, comes to save you,
he's with you ev'ry day.

Jesus loves you, Jesus loves you, and that is why we say:

celebrate his birthday, and God bless you!

READING: Titus 2:11-14

God has revealed his grace to bring salvation to all people. That grace teaches us to say 'No' to ungodly living and worldly desires, and to live in this world with self-control, integrity, and godliness. Meanwhile, we eagerly wait in hope for the blessing that will come when our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ appears in glory. He gave himself for us, to set us free from all lawlessness and to make for himself a people who are his very own, purified, and eager to do what is good.

M: 
We have seen the grace of God revealed in Christ.

C: 
 Thanks be to God who has rescued us from our sins! 

M: 
 We wait for the day when Jesus Christ will come again. 

C:
 Let us put aside what is evil and be eager to do good. 

All: 
Thanks be to God for the birth of Jesus!

CHRISTMAS BLESSING (sung by congregation – AT 194):

May the feet of God walk with you, and his hand hold you tight.

May the eye of God rest on you, and his ear hear your cry.

May the smile of God be for you, and his breath give you life.

May the Child of God grow in you, and his love bring you home.

BLESSING

Carol:
1. Joy to the world! the Lord is come;

let earth receive her King;

let every heart prepare him room,

and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

2. Joy to the earth! the Saviour reigns;

let all their songs employ,

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3. He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove

the glories of his righteousness,

and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love
and wonders, and wonders of his love.
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