Prayer of the Church- Easter 7, Year A

God our Father: we thank you today for taking Jesus our crucified and risen Lord to yourself at his ascension. That he is now in charge as head of the church and King of the universe gives us courage and hope. And that he is at your right hand interceding for us gives us comfort. Help us to live and be about your mission with confidence in the one who is now Lord over everything.
Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer.
We pray for the unity of your church. Father, you have made us one in Christ, one in our baptism, one in our hope. There is only one church, your church. Forgive us where we have divided it, and where we have compromised its witness by disunity and disharmony.  Bless the dialogues between churches that seek to understand one another and come together on the basis of your word. Bless the joint activities of the churches that give a common witness to Christ. Help us to enjoy and express the unity we have in Jesus and help us to overcome whatever separates us. With Jesus we pray for the protection of all your people from evil attack and we pray that through your church many more people may come to know you through Christ. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer.

We pray for all the children and families in the care of the schools of our church, asking that you would help us educate them not just for this life but prepare them for the life to come as we share the Gospel with them. We pray also for the staffing of our schools with teachers committed to Christ and his church. Give our staff your Holy Spirit’s power. Give them courage, faith and commitment to serve and love the children you place before them each day. We also pray that our schools may be accessible to all who would send their children to a place where your voice is heard in daily life.

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer.
We pray for all people who bring your word to others: those involved in Bible translation, in teaching people to read and in Christian publishing and media. We thank you for their talents and willingness to serve you. Bless their work and encourage them, especially if they struggle for financial security.

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer.

We bring to you in our arms of faith the sick and all who need strength and any kind of healing. We especially remember (insert names here) and others we name in our hearts. Thankyou for our health and help us to use it while we have it to your glory.

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer.

Lord our God, you have brought the good news of Jesus Christ to us through your Spirit-filled messengers. Move us, by your Spirit, to bring the good news to those with whom we live. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.
