NOTES ON THE READINGS

ACTS 16:16-34

The witness of the slave girl was not unlike demonic witness to the power of Jesus. It could not of course be accepted, even if it were not a distorted witness. Paul exorcised the spirit, not only bringing down the anger of the owners, but worse, the miscarriage of Roman justice. Yielding to misleading accusations and mob pressure, the magistrates had Paul and Silas summarily beaten. Whatever wrongs they suffered, Paul and Silas, imprisoned and restricted painfully, still gave voice to their joy of serving the exalted Lord. The earthquake was greater even than Roman security, yet Paul and Silas remained obedient to 'the powers that be'. The jailor, answerable with his own life for any prisoner not secured, saw suicide as his only option. The gospel message through Paul's proclamation turned this man's life right around. His care and concern following baptism indicate a vital faith.

REVELATION 22:12-14,16,17,20,21

None other than God could claim all these titles by which the risen and ascended Lord Jesus describes himself in his promise to come soon. Our robes have been washed once and for all by our Lord's blood, but we constantly take the stains of the world's pressures to him for daily rewashing in repentance. The descendant of David gives light and a new day for our pilgrimage. There is a wondrous invitation for all to 'come' and receive also the water of life which satisfies our spiritual need forever. Upon the Lord's promise to come soon, we join the fervent prayer, 'Amen. Come, Lord Jesus'!

JOHN 17:20-26

In this high-priestly prayer our Lord prays for the unity of the future church. The word proclaimed by his disciples will impart a gift of unity which is based on the unity of the Father and the Son. The glory given to Jesus by the Father has been received by his believers already through his achieving the Father's will in all he has accomplished and taught for salvation. He prays further, however, that believers will see his full glory in his exalted state in heaven. Believers will be one as long as they are in the Father and the Son. The Lord prays that this unity may grow so that the world may see that Christ's work and message is evident in Christians' expression of God's love. Thus the world can be drawn to God.
