Notes on the Readings, Transfiguration, Year A
Exodus 24:12-18: The law and commandments, given verbally by God at Mount Sinai, were not an accumulation of human insights gradually developed into a human social code. The presence of God on the mountain, signified by the cloud and the brilliant 'glory of the Lord' (Shekinah), gave authority to the act of personal bestowal of a material written record given to Moses and Aaron. While the law and the commandments came in a manner which struck terror into the hearts of the Israelite people below, yet being given in the context of God's covenant of grace, they are meant for the happiness, peace and wellbeing of God's people.

2 Peter 1:16-21: Peter is pointing his readers to Christ's second coming in glory, and uses the transfiguration of Christ as proof that what is to happen in the future is made believable by an event that happened in the past. The Christian faith is based on substantial historical facts, not on human myths as with other religions. He, together with James and John, saw with his own eyes the 'majesty' ('glory') of Jesus revealed on the mountain. He also heard the voice of God the Father acclaiming Jesus in words used by prophets in Psalm 2:7 and Isaiah 42:1. He then emphasises that words of prophecy cannot be privately and wrongly interpreted, for they come from the Holy Spirit.

Matthew 17:1-9: Peter, James and John are here given a sacred preview of the glorification of the human nature of Jesus, as his person and clothing undergo a metamorphosis before their eyes. The presence of Moses and Elijah, prophets who had conversed with God on mountaintops, represented God's revelation of law and prophecy in the Old Testament. All is fulfilled in God's Son, the Messiah, whom God had promised and with whom he is well pleased. The Lord himself is strengthened before his impending passion and death. The disciples are terrified at God's presence in cloud and voice, but are reassured and comforted by their Lord and master.

