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VERSION: 9 April 2002

MIDWEEK LENTEN DEVOTIONAL SERVICE 5

(in the week following the Fifth Sunday in Lent)

OPENING VERSES

The Lord says, It was my will that he should suffer;

his death was a sacrifice to bring forgiveness.

After a life of suffering, he will again have joy; 

he will know that he did not suffer in vain.

My devoted servant, with whom I am pleased, 

will bear the punishment of many

and for his sake I will forgive them.

And so I will give him a place of honour, 

a place among the great and powerful. 

He willingly gave his life and shared the fate of evil men.

He took the place of many sinners

and prayed that they might be forgiven.  (Isa 53:10-12 TEV)
OPENING PRAYER

Let us pray for blessing and peace through Jesus.

(Silent prayer)
Gracious Jesus, our Lord and our God, 
you bore our sins in your own body 
on the tree of the cross, 
so that we might die to sin and live in justice. 
Have mercy on us, 
both now and at the time of our death, 
so that we who celebrate and remember 
your suffering for us 
may live this life in blessing and peace 
and by your grace receive the gift of eternal life; 
for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.
HYMN LHB 52 O Sacred head Verses 7, 8 OR The Power of the Cross - Keith & Kristyn Getty
FIRST PASSION READING and response

Matthew 27:45-54 The death of Jesus
(Silence)

Our Shepherd, the fountain of living waters, is gone. 

At his passing, the sun was darkened.
Our Saviour has broken the bars and the very gates of death.  

Yes, he has destroyed the prisons of hell 

and overthrown the power of the devil.
Our Saviour has broken the bars and the very gates of death.  

PSALM 130 

The following metrical version of Psalm 130 by David Schütz may be sung to the tune Kingsfold, 'I heard the voice of Jesus say' (AT 137, LH 306, TIS 585). If reproducing this version, please put 'Words (c) David Schütz' at the beginning or the end of the psalm.

Out of the depths, I cry to you,

Lord, hear my tearful prayer!

If you should mark iniquity,

O Lord God, who could stand?

But you forgive the sorry soul,

so all may fear your name.

I wait for you, for you I long,

and in your word I hope.

I wait for him far more than those

who wait for dawn to come.

O Israel, hope in the Lord!

with him is steadfast love.

He has great power to redeem,

and he alone can save

his people from their deadly sin

and raise them from the grave.

SECOND PASSION READING and response

Matthew 27:55-66 The burial of Jesus

(Silence)

See how the righteous one dies, and no one takes it to heart; 

the righteous are taken away and no one gives it a thought.  
The righteous one, the Lord's servant, shall make many righteous.

Like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 

The righteous one, the Lord's servant, shall make many righteous.

HYMN LHB 54 When I survey the wondrous cross OR When I Survey The Wondrous Cross - Keith & Kristyn Getty
ADDRESS/MEDITATION

HYMN LHB 48 Lamb of God most holy OR Turn Your Eyes - Sovereign Grace Music
PRAYERS

Let my prayer be counted as incense before you,

and the lifting up of my hands as an evening sacrifice.

Lord God, 
you make all things work together for good 
to those who love you. 
Pour into our hearts 
such constant love towards you 
that the pure desires 
aroused in us by your Holy Spirit 
may not be turned aside 
by any temptation; 


LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, 


hallowed be your name,


your kingdom come,


your will be done, 



on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins 


as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, 


but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours


now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

be with us all. 

Amen.
SILENT PRAYER
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