Drama Ideas at Christmas
There are a large number of Christmas plays and service orders available on the Worship Planning Page. In addition, here are a number of other drama ideas which may add to your Christmas worship services:

Bells

Either the church bells or handbells may be rung during the singing of 'Glory to God in the highest' on Christmas Eve, Christmas midnight or early morning, or Christmas Day. Or bells (or a drum roll) could be used to highlight the saying of 'and became truly human' in the Nicene Creed or 'born of the Virgin Mary' in the Apostles' Creed.

'Christmas in the Scrub'

The song 'Christmas in the scrub' by Leigh Newton (ATA 134) provides ample opportunity for children to sing and dramatise. Main characters are a kangaroo, a bandicoot, and a crow, but there are also birds, rabbits, lizards, cockatoos, platypus and kookaburras in this Australian-style carol. This song is now available through CCLI.

A Christmas Dialogue 

This dialogue is adapted by David Schubert from an 11th century Christmas trope (ie a chanted Latin dialogue). The brief drama is conducted after the 'Glory to God in the highest', before the prayer of the day (collect). Because it is so short, it is probably best done with minimum props and costumes, and with as little delay before its performance as possible.

Scene: Mary, sitting at a manger. Shepherds approach the manger. Another person plays the part of the questioner.
Questioner: 
Shepherds, who are you looking for at the manger?

Shepherds: 
We are looking for Christ the Saviour. The angel said we would find the newborn Lord wrapped in swaddling-clothes.

Questioner: 
The child is here with Mary his mother. The prophet Isaiah said long ago: 'A virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel, God with us'. And now as you go, tell others that he is born.

Congreg:
Alleluia! To us a child is born! God has sent his own Son. Alleluia!

The players leave, but Mary could remain a while (eg to the end of the gospel).

Procession to the Manger Scene

A procession to the manger scene such as the following may form part of the service on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. It may take place after the sermon or creed.

The minister or an assistant begins the procession by saying:

As the shepherds went to find the Lord Jesus in Bethlehem, let us go in procession to the manger, to present our prayers to the Lord.

The procession begins from the narthex and goes up the aisle to the place where the manger scene has been erected. Members of the congregation join the procession as it passes their pew. The procession may be led by the processional cross.

A carol may be sung during the procession, eg 'O come all ye faithful'. The people may carry lighted candles.

When all have arrived at the manger scene, the following responses are said.

Now God's home is with humankind!

He will live with them, and they will be his people.

God himself is with us. Alleluia.

Come, let us adore him. Alleluia.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, you have given us your only Son to take our nature upon himself, and to be born of a pure virgin. Bless this manger scene, that it may be a sign of his humble birth among us. As we have joyfully welcomed his coming on earth, strengthen us to greet him when he comes again in glory. For he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.

The children may sing a carol, eg Away in a manger.

The prayers for the day may be said at this point, while the congregation is gathered around the manger scene.

The procession then returns to the altar, and the people take their places once again in the church. This may be done during the singing of a carol.

'From Heaven Above'

The Luther hymn 'From heaven above' could be dramatised by having the various verses sung by different voices, and the 'Angel' and children could do a dramatised/mimed performance of the song (using the modernised version).

Angel(s) appears to the shepherds and sings:

Angel:
From heaven above to earth I come.


I have good news for everyone.


This story that I come to bring


is wonderful, and makes me sing:


To you this night a child is born,


a chosen virgin's little son.


This tiny helpless baby boy


will be your great delight and joy.


This is the Christ, our God most high,


who hears your sad and troubled cry;


for he will be your Saviour here,


to set you free from sin and fear.

Shepherds go to the manger scene (where Mary and Joseph and the child are) and sing:
Shepherds:
Let's look inside this cattle shed.


Who lies there in that manger-bed?


Who is that lovely little one?


The baby Jesus, God's dear Son.

The congregation joins the shepherds in singing:
Congregation:
We welcome you, O noble Guest!


Through you our sinful world is blest.


And my poor life you enter, too:


how can I give my thanks to you?


For you, O Lord, created all,


and yet you have become so small


that you lie in a cattle shed


on straw, where cows and donkeys fed.

One of the shepherds, or another child, kneels before the manger and sings:
Child:
Ah, dearest Jesus, little one,


prepare a bed to lie upon,


a soft clean bed within my heart,


that you and I may never part.

The same child, or another (perhaps one of the shepherds), sings this verse:

Child:
For joy, then, let me jump and sing


and join the praise the angels bring,


the only fitting lullaby,


the sweetest song they sang on high:

The whole congregation joins in singing:
Congregation:
'Glory to God on his high throne


for he has given us his Son!'


And so the angels bring us cheer,


to everyone a glad new year.

Communion Vessels in the Manger

If the Eucharist is celebrated at Christmas, the communion vessels could be placed in the manger at the beginning of the service, wrapped in a baby's shawl. At the offertory, the communion vessels are brought to the altar for communion, and after the distribution, they may be returned there. This emphasises the fact that Christ is still 'enfleshed' among us through the sacrament of the altar.

