Harvest Thanksgiving, Year A Service of the word

Opening Responses
God gives the grass for the cattle, 

and plants for people to use; 

he brings forth food from the earth, 

and gives wine to gladden the human heart, 

oil to make the face shine, 

and bread to strengthen us.  (Ps 104:14,15 NRSV)

Hymn/Song
Confession and Absolution

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,
before the whole company of heaven,
and to each other,
that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed 
by our own fault.
Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,
forgive us all our sins,
and bring us to eternal life. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all.

Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

As God’s people through our baptism into Christ, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 
from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen

*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'

Psalm 65
Praise awaits you, our God, in Zion;
    to you our vows will be fulfilled.
You who answer prayer,
    to you all people will come.
When we were overwhelmed by sins,
    you forgave our transgressions.
Blessed are those you choose
    and bring near to live in your courts!
We are filled with the good things of your house,
    of your holy temple.

You crown the year with your goodness. (Psalm 65:11)
You answer us with awesome and righteous deeds,
    God our Saviour,
the hope of all the ends of the earth
    and of the farthest seas,
who formed the mountains by your power,
    having armed yourself with strength,
who stilled the roaring of the seas,
    the roaring of their waves,
    and the turmoil of the nations.
The whole earth is filled with awe at your wonders;
    where morning dawns, where evening fades,
    you call forth songs of joy.

You crown the year with your goodness. (Psalm 65:11)
You care for the land and water it;
    you enrich it abundantly.
The streams of God are filled with water
    to provide the people with grain,
    for so you have ordained it.
You drench its furrows and level its ridges;
    you soften it with showers and bless its crops.
You crown the year with your bounty,
    and your carts overflow with abundance.
The grasslands of the wilderness overflow;
    the hills are clothed with gladness.
The meadows are covered with flocks
    and the valleys are mantled with grain;
    they shout for joy and sing.

You crown the year with your goodness. (Psalm 65:11)
Prayer of the Day (Collect)

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lord God, heavenly Father,
we thank you that you have again shown your kindness
by giving us the fruits of the earth in their seasons.
Help us to use them rightly, to your glory,
for our own well-being, and for the relief of those in need.
We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Readings 
The First Reading: Deuteronomy 8:7-18 Do not forget the Lord who gave you the land

The Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 Sowing generously

The Gospel: Luke 17:11-19 The thankful leper
A period of silence may follow

Hymn/Song

Sermon

Offering
Hymn/Song
Prayer of the Church
Our heavenly Father cares for us and knows our need. In our prayer, let us cast our cares on him in the name of Jesus.

Merciful Father, you have protected the fruits of the earth and crowned the year with your blessing. We give you thanks for physical health, for the use of our senses, and for our intellect and thought. Make us good stewards of our abilities that we may bring glory to your name every day.  

Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer
We give you thanks Almighty God for supplying us with water. Help us to care for and manage our water resources wisely.  Have mercy on those who are suffering drought, and supply clean water to all who need it. 
Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer
We give you thanks gracious Father for all the good things the earth produces.  By your provision we are clothed and fed and lack no good thing.  Care for those who live in want and teach us to be generous with the gifts you have first given us.
Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer
We give you thanks Lord God for the opportunity to work, learn and rest. Help us to serve you and others faithfully in our vocation; and provide work for the unemployed. Bless all places of learning and students. Help them to learn what is good, true and beautiful, to distinguish between right and wrong, and to contribute to the needs of our society. Give them strength and growth for the challenges ahead. 
Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer
Heavenly Father, we give you thanks for works of beauty of every kind.  By such things you have enriched and added joy to our lives.  Bless and encourage all that is good and uplifting in our arts, music and culture. 
Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer
Almighty God, we thank you for the financial gifts you have blessed us with.  Teach us to use these gifts in ways that are pleasing to you.  Warn and correct us when we falsely put our hope in worldly wealth.  Grant our church the necessary funds to carry out its work of ministry and mission.    
Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer
Dear Father, we thank you for the gift of parents and children, family and friends.  Let the light of your love shine in our homes.  Help us to overcome strife and conflict with your patience and forgiveness.  Help parents in the task of raising children.  Comfort the lonely, and bring them into good company.   
Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer
We thank you Lord God for the blessings of a free and peaceful society.  Help those in government and positions of responsibility to maintain honesty and truth, justice and peace.  Encourage all our citizens to lead good lives and strive for the common good.  
Lord in your mercy: hear our prayer
Lord God, unless you care for us and give us what we need, all our work is in vain. Keep our hearts and minds set firmly on your word, so that we may always trust in you, and be generous with the gifts you have given us. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.
Lord’s Prayer

Finally, let us pray for all those things which our Lord would have us ask, saying:

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, 

   on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever. Amen.
Hymn/Song
Blessing

Go in peace, with thankful hearts to serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.  

