Music Suggestions for Australia Day
Hymns and Songs
Suitable Hymns
Suitable hymns for this occasion may be found in the following sections of the Lutheran Hymnal with Supplement:

· Harvest (560-568)

· National (569-577) although these are rather dated in imagery and language

· Creation (808-813)

· Work and Society (814-821)

In particular, consider the following:

Supplement to Lutheran Hymnal

804
The church of Christ, in every age

808,809 Go out, my heart

810
Let all things now living

859
Seek, O seek the Lord

All Together books

217
Shine, Jesus, shine

330
These good gifts

356
Give glory

361
Here we are

416
We will rise up

427
God's time

433
You were in this place

493
Follow the Saviour (for children)

494
For you, deep stillness

Together in Song

135
All things bright and beautiful (Australian version)

166
Sing a new song

188
Where wide sky rolls down

456
Your hand, O God, has guided (LH 194 Thy hand . . .)

464
Seek, O seek the Lord

472
Father of mercy, God of consolation

614
O God of love, whose heart is ever yearning

615
Almighty God, lift up your eyes

671
Made in God's likeness

672
Lord of earth and all creation


PSALM 145:1-9

There are different ways of doing this psalm. It could be spoken antiphonally or responsively, or it could be sung by a choir, or it could be sung by the congregation. A setting by Sue Collyer was included in Music Package 4, page19. Other settings are listed in Music Package 3. Note that TIS no. 89 is a hymn paraphrase of Psalm 145 sung to the tune Truro.

The following paraphrase by David Schütz may be sung to LH 503 Quam dilecta or LH 416 St Cecilia. Verse 10 of the psalm is included for the sake of versification.

I praise you, God and King,

I bless your holy name,

forever every day,

I bless your name always.

Great is the Lord our God,

and greatly to be praised,

his greatness is beyond

all human power to know.

And every age will tell 

each other of your works, 

and everyone declare 

the mighty things you do.  

And I will meditate 

upon your wondrous works, 

the beauty of your face, 

the splendour of your ways.

Your awesome deeds are told 

and I declare you 'Great!'

We know your righteousness; 

we sing and celebrate!

For gracious is the Lord,

and he is merciful,

he's slow to show his wrath,

abounds in steadfast love.

The Lord is good to all, 

compassionate and kind.  

And all your works give thanks, 

your faithful bless your name.  

National Anthem

The national anthem may be sung. It is suggested that the following extra verse from the 1878 original of 'Advance Australia Fair' by Peter McCormick could be included for singing in divine worship. 

With Christ our head and cornerstone

we'll build our nation's might,

whose way and truth and light alone

can guide our path aright.

Our lives a sacrifice of love

reflect our Master's care,

with faces turned to heaven above

advance Australia fair.

In joyful strains then let us sing:

Advance, Australia fair!

Our Land, O Lord, Rejoices
The following hymn by John Strelan may be sung to the tune Thornbury (LHS 194, TIS 15). Include the acknowledgment: '(c) John Strelan. Used by permission.'

Our land, O Lord, rejoices

your glory to proclaim.

The beaches, bush and outback

unite to praise your name.

The Olgas, ancient landmarks, 

the desert, burning haze,

creation cries in chorus:

To God, the Lord, be praise!

And we, have we no voices

to swell the land's refrain?

God's love is purest sunlight, 

his mercy, gentle rain.

Each age and generation

his marvellous grace displays.

The church responds in chorus:

To God, the Lord, be praise.

Yet many, Lord, are silent,

ashamed to join the choir.

Send out your word, send swiftly

your living Spirit's fire,

until, in faith confessing

the wonders of your ways,

Australians sing in chorus:

To God, the Lord, be praise!

Lord, Throughout All Generations 
This song is based on Psalm 90. David Schütz's original paraphrase was written specifically for Marty Haugen's tune 'Song at the Centre' (Gather Australia 399 or As One Voice Vol 2 No. 74) which, David says, 'has a wonderful "Celtic"-style lilt to it that makes it a joy to sing'. Otherwise any well-known 8787D tune, such as Hyfrydol (LHS 349, TIS 233), Friend (LHS 426), Austria (LHS 458, TIS 93) or Hymn to Joy (LHS 822, TIS 152) may be used. David has paraphrased the whole psalm, but here only parts are used to make a 3-verse song. The condensation has been done with his help. Include the acknowledgment 'Paraphrase (c) by David Schütz. Used by permission.'

Lord, throughout all generations,

you have been our dwelling place,

long before the birth of mountains,

long before the world was made,

you were God then, now and ever,

everlasting still the same,

but one word returns us mortals

back to dust from whence we came.

For a thousand years of history

are as nothing in your sight,

they're like yesterday now passing,

like an hour in the night;

they are swept away on waking,

like a dream at break of day,

they're like grass that grows in morning,

and in evening fades away.

Turn, O Lord, and have compassion!

How long will your people wait?

Fill our hunger in the morning

with your steadfast love and grace.

Let your blessing and your favour

be on us, O Lord our God;

bless our passing small achievements

with your everlasting word.

Thank You for Giving Me the Morning
The following translation by David Schubert of Martin G Schneider's song has been published in Together in Song (TIS 162), where the tune may be found. Include the acknowledgment 'Tr (c) David Schubert. Used by permission.'

Thank you for giving me the morning,

thank you for every day that's new,

thank you that all my hurts and troubles 

I can take to you.

Thank you for all my friends and helpers,

thank you for people everywhere,

thank you for showing me, Lord Jesus,

how to help and care.

Thank you for times of working, playing,

thank you for all that I can do,

thank you for all that's bright and cheerful,

and for music too.

Thank you for comfort in my sadness,

thank you for all who understand,

thank you that your hand holds and leads me,

everywhere I am.

Thank you for speaking to me, Jesus,

thank you for meeting with me here,

thank you, because you love all people,

those both far and near.

Thank you that you're so good and loving,

Thank you that I am filled with you,

Thank you, you make me feel so glad and

thankful as I do.

Once a Jolly Swagman
This adaptation of Waltzing Matilda attempts to Christianise our Australian mythology. The first verse is unaltered, presenting the archetypal Australian character and dream of freedom, independence and harmony with the land. The second verse puts Christ's call to discipleship in this context; the call to 'come a-waltzing matilda' becomes a call to follow our Lord, which is true freedom. People may need to be prepared for this, but please don't over-explain. If it will cause offence, don't use it. One way of doing the song is to have a soloist, or small group, sing the first verse and then the whole congregation join in the second verse. Include the acknowledgment: 'Verse 1: AB ('Banjo') Paterson; verse 2: David Schubert, used by permission'.

Once a jolly swagman camped beside a billabong,

under the shade of a coolibah tree,

and he sang as he sat and waited while his billy boiled,

'Who'll come a-waltzing matilda with me?

Waltzing matilda, waltzing matilda,

who'll come a-waltzing matilda with me?'

And he sang as he sat and waited while his billy boiled,

'Who'll come a-waltzing matilda with me?'

Jesus Christ our Saviour comes to us Australians,

whether in a building or under a tree,

and he calls us to trust him, take our cross and follow him,

'Who'll come a-waltzing matilda with me?

Waltzing matilda, waltzing matilda,

who'll come a-waltzing matilda with me?'

Jesus calls us to trust him, take our cross and follow him,

'Who'll come a-waltzing matilda with me?'

Travelling On
The song 'Travelling on' by John Kleinig, tune by Sue Collyer, was written for the LCA general convention 2000, and is also very suitable for this occasion. It is available in Music Package 6 (pp 2-4). Click here.
