Sunday Word & Prayer – 23rd Sunday after Pentecost

GOD WELCOMES US

We come to God 

Hear, O Israel: 
The Lord our God, the Lord is one. (Deut 6:4 NIV)

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.


Amen.
We confess our sin and God forgives us

Friends in Christ:
Since the Lord our God has commanded us
to have no other gods,
we are to fear, love, and trust God above anything else.
Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,
before the whole company of heaven,
and to each other,
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed,
by our own fault.
Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,
forgive us all our sins,
and bring us to eternal life. Amen.

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.

Amen.

We sing LHS 345 O that the Lord would guide my ways OR Thy Word - Amy Grant
We pray Psalm 119:1-8
Blessed are those whose ways are blameless,

    who walk according to the law of the LORD.

Blessed are those who keep his statutes

    and seek him with all their heart –

they do no wrong

    but follow his ways.

You have laid down precepts

    that are to be fully obeyed.

Oh, that my ways were steadfast

    in obeying your decrees!

Then I would not be put to shame

    when I consider all your commands.

I will praise you with an upright heart

    as I learn your righteous laws.

I will obey your decrees;

    do not utterly forsake me.
Happy are those who keep his decrees. (Ps 119:2a NRSV)
We pray 

The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Let us pray that we love God and our neighbour. [silence]
Everliving God,
we thank you for giving yourself in love
through your Son Jesus.
Lead us by your great love
to love you with all our heart,
soul, mind, and strength,
and to love our neighbour as we love ourselves.
We ask this through Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
GOD SPEAKS TO US
We listen to God’s word
Old Testament Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in Deuteronomy 6:1-9 
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         Thanks be to God
Epistle Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in Hebrews 9:11-14 
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         Thanks be to God
Gospel Reading
Hear the gospel of the Lord as it is written in Mark 12:28-34 
(after the gospel)

This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Lord Jesus, thank you for your great love.
Help us to love God completely,
and to love others as we love ourselves. 
Amen.
We sing LHS 151 Jesus, thy boundless love to me (tune LHS 67) OR Love the Lord - Lincoln Brewster
We listen to the address
We confess our faith using Luther’s Explanation to First Article of Apostles’ Creed
I believe that God has created me and 

everything that exists.  

God has given me 

my body and soul, 

my mind and sense 

and all of my abilities, 

and still takes care of them.

God also gives me everything 

I need from day to day - 

things like food, clothes, 

home and family, work, and money.

God protects me from danger 

and keeps me safe when I am in trouble.

God does all this only because 

he is my kind and loving Father; 

I certainly do not deserve it.  

All I can do is thank, praise, 

serve, and obey God.

This is most certainly true.

GOD RECEIVES OUR OFFERING
We sing LHS 69 Glory be to Jesus OR What Love, My God – City Alight as our offering is received 
We pray an offering prayer 
Thank you, holy God,
for sending Jesus as our high priest,
whose blood makes us pure and holy.
Inspire us by the great love you have shown,
so that we may love you
more than anything else,
and serve you by loving other people. 
Amen.
We pray for ourselves and the world 

Jesus told the scribe that we are to love the Lord our God with all our being and love our neighbour as we love ourselves. So let us pray to our heavenly Father for our neighbours in need.

Lord God, heavenly Father: you have commanded us to have no other gods. Keep us faithful to you alone, dethrone the idols in our life, and give us the grace to fear, honour, love and trust you above all things. 
Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

We praise you for sustaining your church in all times and places through your holy word and sacraments. Bless all that is good and pleasing to you within it, and reform all that is wrong and harmful. Give your blessing to all the pastors and laity of the church, especially those who hold positions of leadership.
Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

The authorities that exist have been established by you to punish the wicked and reward those who do right. Guide all our elected governments to maintain peace, honesty and justice in our land. We pray for our armed forces serving at home and abroad; for our police force, our prison system and our legal system. Let justice, law and liberty replace anarchy and violence.  

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

Bless our youth, so that they may grow strong in you and assume greater responsibility in the life of the church. Help them use their zest for life in safe and constructive ways. Protect them from violence, extreme cults and false religions, and the dangers of addiction.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

As the academic year draws to a close, we pray for all students, especially those who are completing assignments and studying for exams. Give them discipline and perseverance, and may their studies lead them to a life a service rather than selfish gain. 

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

We pray for those in our congregation who suffer illness and pain. Set before their eyes the image of your compassion in Christ, and enable them to accept your fatherly will with patience. We pray especially for (insert names).

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

Our Saviour God, when we were lost to sin you reached out to us through your Son, and now he brings us into your holy presence as your children. Hear our prayer in his precious name, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever.  Amen. 

GOD BLESSES US

We go with God
Go in peace, to love and serve the living God.
Thanks be to God.









And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always.
Amen.
We sing LHS 330 Rock of Ages OR Rock of Ages - Chris Rice
