Procession with Palms (including reading of Palm gospel)

Notes

1.
Palm branches are traditionally used for this ceremony, but it is not necessary that the branches actually be palm branches. Only the Gospel of John actually mentions palms. Ancient pilgrims to Jerusalem also used olive branches. Other local branches, such as eucalypt or ferntree branches, may be more appropriate. While most Lutheran congregations have traditionally decorated the church with palms for this day, it is good if the congregation can participate more actively by carrying branches in procession. The branches should be cut in lengths that make them easy to hold in one hand and be distributed to as many members as possible, but certainly to all of the children. 

2.
The length of the procession depends on local conditions and whatever the congregation feels is desirable. The congregation gathers outside the church (or in some other designated place) for the reading of the Palm Sunday gospel, prayer, and the distribution of branches. Then they may proceed either

*
into the church

*
around the church

*
around the block (this is a public statement of faith)

*
or, if it is raining, around the inside of the church.

3.
A processional cross, or another large cross (eg the cross that is used in the Good Friday service) may be carried at the head of the procession.

4.
The people may sing songs, hymns or psalms during the procession. An important hint: a very long line tends to form even with only a small congregation. If singing is desired, either the lead singer needs a loud hailer, or a very loud percussion instrument, such as a drum or group of tambourines, will be needed to keep everyone in time.

5.
As the procession enters the church, worshippers may be invited to place their branches in the sanctuary or around the altar. They may then take their place for the beginning of the service.

6.
Keep some of the branches to use for making the ashes for next year's Ash Wednesday service.

A Possible Rite for the Procession

The following rite may be used to begin the procession with palms. See below for a shorter rite (not involving an actual procession).

The congregation assembles where the palms have been placed. The minister addresses the congregation in these or similar words:

Friends in Christ: 
For the five weeks of Lent 
we have been preparing 
for the celebration of our Lord's suffering and death. 
Today, together with the whole church, 
we begin this Holy Week by welcoming our Messiah. 
We read in the gospel of John:

He came to what was his own, 
and his own people did not accept him. 
But to all who received him, 
who believed in his name, 
he gave power to become children of God. 
(John 1:11,12 NRSV)
So, like the people of long ago, 
let us welcome Jesus 
and walk with him to the cross.

The following response may be said.

If we have been united with him in a death like his, 

we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.  
(Rom 6:5)
The minister says this prayer. The sign of the cross may be made over the branches.

The Lord be with you :

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Lord, as we honour Christ the King 
by carrying these + branches today, 
increase our faith 
and listen to our prayers, 
so that we may honour you every day, 
by living always in him. 
For he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The minister, or an assisting minister, reads the gospel.

Matthew 21:1-11 Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem

(If using NRSV or NIV, substitute 'Jesus and his disciples' for 'they' in verse 1)

Psalm 118:1,2, 19-29 may be sung or said.
Antiphon: 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  
(Ps 118:26 NRSV)
The branches are distributed. The minister may say:

Let us go forward in peace.

The hymn 'All glory, praise and honour' (as at LH 86, or more preferably TIS 333) or other songs may be sung either during the procession or before the procession begins (see below under 'Hymns and songs' for suggestions).

After completing the route, the procession enters the church and the branches are placed around the sanctuary. The people take their places. 

A Shorter Rite (Without Procession)

This shorter rite may be used after or instead of the confession and absolution.

Friends in Christ: 
For the five weeks of Lent 
we have been preparing 
for the celebration of our Lord's suffering and death. 
Today, together with the whole church, 
we begin this holy week by welcoming our Messiah. 
So, like the people of long ago, 
let us welcome Jesus 
and follow him to the cross.

The minister says this prayer.

Let us pray. 

Lord, as we remember how Christ the King 
entered Jerusalem to the sound of joyful shouts, 
increase our faith 
and listen to our prayers, 
so that we may praise you every day, 
by living always in him. 
For he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The minister, or worship leader, reads the gospel.

Matthew 21:1-11 Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem

(If using NRSV or NIV, substitute 'Jesus and his disciples' for 'they' in verse 1)

Psalm 118:1,2, 19-29 may be sung or said.
Antiphon: 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  
(Ps 118:26 NRSV)
The hymn 'All glory, praise and honour' (as at LH 86, or more preferably TIS 333) or other songs commemorating the palm entrance may be sung (see below under 'Hymns and songs' for suggestions).

The service continues with the 'Lord, have mercy'.

Hymns and Songs for the Procession

All glory, praise and honour (LH 86, TIS 333) is the traditional hymn for the procession. Originally it was sung by a children's choir (hence the lines 'to whom the lips of children / made sweet hosannas ring') and may suitably be introduced by the children of the congregation singing the first verse. Note that the version given at LH 86 compacts the hymn by using the refrain as part of the first verse. TIS 333 uses the same music, but the first four lines of music are used, in every case, to sing the refrain.

A number of short chorus-style songs from the 'All Together' books are suitable for singing on the march. The fact that they can be sung without needing the words written down is even better. These include the following.

· He is the King of kings (ATA 165)
· Clap your hands (ATA 166)
· King of kings and Lord of lords (ATA 162).
This is a great song for the procession, except that it contains 'Alleluias' which are not used in Lent. However, 'hosannas' can inserted instead, and with much greater relevance:
King of kings, and Lord of lords,

Glory, hosanna! (repeat)
Jesus, Prince of peace, 

Glory, hosanna! (repeat)
· The trees of the field (ATA 196)
· Tell the city of Zion: Christ is coming (ATO 328).
This is an excellent procession song. If desired, a solo cantor can sing the verses while the people sing the chorus. Or the chorus can stand alone.

The Taize collection of chants has two suitable songs for the palm procession, both from volume I:

· Hosanna filio David

· Hosanna

WHEN HIS TIME WAS OVER

This song by Robin Mann (LHS 759, ATA 147, TIS 357) deserves almost hymn of the day status in our congregations on this day. It brilliantly blends both the Palm and the Passion emphases, such that it forms a lyrical bridge between the triumphant entry and the sombre notes of Holy Week. Use the hymn as a song after the palm procession to introduce the Passion theme, or use it as a closing hymn at the end of the service - then allow all to leave in silence after the final note has been sung.

'ALL TOGETHER' SONGS SUITABLE FOR PALM/PASSION SUNDAY

Select from the following songs.

For a Palm theme:

· 166
Clap your hands

· 211
Hosanna

· 252
He is exalted

· 328
Tell the city

· 335
And we stood right there

· 344
The New Road

For a Passion theme:

· 22
He was wounded

· 24
God's love (without verse 6)

· 27 
Lord of the Dance

· 67
Let your word fill my days

· 125
Celebration song

· 133
Jesus set us free (Replace 'hallelujahs' in the chorus with 'Let us praise him, let us praise him')

· 135
Bitter was the night

· 139
Christ humbled himself

· 143
Jesus dying on the cross

· 147
When his time was over

· 190
Low, the way is low

· 231
A cry in the night

· 235
In your hand, my Saviour

· 245
You are the prisoner

· 261
From heaven you came (Servant Song)

· 287
Stay here and keep watch with me

· 335
And we stood right there

· 342
Jacob struggled for a blessing

· 344
The New Road (especially verses 5-8; begin verse 5 with 'Sing hosanna' instead of 'Alleluia').

· 345
Nothing but the blood

· 347
O dearest Jesus

· 349
There is a redeemer

· 387
Jesus, remember me
· 444
Hey, King!

· 449
Saviour of the world

