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Unity of the Lutheran Church of Australia 

- by Gundars Simsons, February 2015  

1. Introduction 

I read with interest a piece entitled “A Covenant to Promote Biblical Renewal within 
the Lutheran Church of Australia”: Prepared by Dr Greg Lockwood (New Testament 
lecturer emeritus, Australian Lutheran College). 

I am but a layperson, theologically unschooled in a formal sense. This is not to limit 
God in any way. He can work through the least of us. Accordingly I am moved to of-
fer the following. 

I depend upon our Church scholars to provide theological leadership. I am currently 
in a state of disappointment; feeling let down by LCA pastors, specifically the group 
that are making debate on the issue of women’s ordination problematic. This article, 
it seems to me, does not leave the door open to a balanced, biblically based discus-
sion. It raises more questions than it answers.  

2. A Covenant to Promote Biblical Renewal within the Lutheran Church of Aus-
tralia 
Dr Lockwood states, in his article, what he believes to be the key question facing the 
LCA as follows: 

 “Will we as a church continue to follow the authority of God’s Word, or will 
we follow the spirit of the world that refuses to bow to this authority?” 

I am but one member of the LCA and I am happy to assert publicly that I certainly 
aim to follow the authority of God’s Word. I have failed. However, I suspect few if any 
would admit to setting out to “follow the spirit of the world”. I don’t know anyone in 
church who publicly admits to refusing to bow to God’s authority.  

I can’t help feeling that this question, like the thrust of the entire paper, has the ca-
pacity to be divisive. Does this imply that anyone with a view contrary to Dr Lock-
wood’s is opposed to God? I would like to hear from other scholars whether or not Dr 
Lockwood’s conclusions are as absolute as he makes them out to be. My under-
standing is that the issue of women’s ordination has some ambiguity around it. As 
such we need a respectful, open debate, led by our scholars. 

We must take care not to close down our search for God’s will. “Being separated to 

the gospel means being able to hear the call of God.” (Romans 1:1). 

3. Is Church Unity The Real Issue? 

Is Dr Lockwood’s the right question? Or is designed to be the final word on the issue 
of women’s ordination? I would urge Dr Greg and his supporters to consider Unity 
as being a key question. If you can be convinced that God demands of us a spirit of 
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unity I would ask you to support this paper for the church, thus leaving the issue of 
women’s ordination open for God’s input.  

Regardless of the outcome of the discussion, all members of our church should 
pledge support to each other and a united LCA.  I would like to see some leadership 
from our pastors towards some kind of positive vision for the future, rather than 
veiled threats about division. 

There are many references in the bible to the issue of unity. It is hard to dispute that 
Church Unity is dear to God’s heart. There are too many references to list here in a 
short paper, but start with:  

• John 17 :11 “So they be one as we are one’ 

• John 21 “˜that all of them may be one’ 

• Acts 4:32 “˜all believers are one in heart and mind’ 

• Romans 12:5 “˜In Christ though many, form one body and each member be-
longs to the others’ 

• Romans; 15.5 “˜May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give 
you the same attitude of mind towards each other that Christ Jesus had’ 

• And many more: 1 Cor 1;10 3;17 8:10 12;17 ; Eph 3;6 10;11 4;3-13-16; Php 
1;27 2.2; 1 Thess 5;13.  

4. Don’t argue ‘The Small Stuff’ 

I believe it deeply grieves God when we argue over “the small stuff”. To foster disuni-
ty by arguing the ‘small stuff’ distracts from a focus on the big issues, that unite us. I 
want to be a part of a mighty church, moving forward, with the entire world united 
behind. We are commissioned to lift up Jesus Christ who laboured to redeem the 
whole world and place it perfectly whole and restored before the throne of God. Our 
own redemption is a byproduct. Let’s think “Christ like big” and take a global focus.  

So what is the small stuff? The disputable matters! How many angels can fit on the 
head of a pin!   Our energies should be on witnessing to a world divorced from God. 

Romans 14:1: “Accept those whose faith is weak, without quarrelling over disputable 

matters.” �  
Even worse still than arguing amongst ourselves, is when one group or another 
(sometimes with opposing views) set themselves up in the certainly that they have 
the correct answers - no discussion required. It’s as if they are saying,” The rest of 
you have nothing to offer.” “Even if you had, you’d be wrong”! It’s as if they are say-
ing their understanding of God’s word is so superior that no further enquiry of God is 
necessary.  
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5. God’s Sovereignty 

Why then do we prayerfully go to God and humbly ask to be shown the way? We 
cannot on the one hand allow God to nurture a relationship with us, while presuming 
to already know the answers to the difficult questions? How can one group decide, 
definitively, that God has nothing further to say to us on the issue of women’s place 
in the church, or any other issue for that matter?  

I urge you all to prayerfully keep your mind open to God’s Holy Spirit. I urge you to 
unite with the whole church to see if we can discern God’s will for his church in Aus-
tralia and in the world. We need to seek the very nature of God. “Who are You Lord” 
(Acts 26:15). “And the Lord will make his will clear to those who seek Him”. “The 
Lord spoke thus to me with a strong hand “(Isaiah 8:11). 

I believe God gives us clear direction on the big issues, His central themes. We need 
to unite behind those, rather than expend our energy on peripheral issues: ‘disputa-
ble matters’. 

6. The Real Issues 

How do we determine what constitute the big issues? Women’s ordination feels like 
a big issue. But if we stand back and objectively try to discern what God wants of us 
as a church what will we find? If we reduce them down to the issues the whole 
church needs to unite behind, we will find the central, absolutely non-negotiable 
(non-disputable) themes? 

I can see that there are a few really important central issues that all of Christendom 
can get behind. It is quite easy to envisage an entire mighty global movement united 
around a few eternal truths:  

• The Gospel 

• The Great and First Commandment 

• The Great Commission.  

6.1 The Gospel  

To be saved is easy. “Look to me and be saved” (Isa 45:22)  
To become a disciple to preach the gospel is  frighteningly hard. Discipleship re-
quires a choice. Luke 14:26: “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own fa-
ther and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his 
own life, he cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not bear his own cross and come 
after me cannot be my disciple.”�  

 
Yet St Paul says: “Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel” 1 Cor 9:16  
The Gospel of God is the abiding reality - not goodness, holiness, heaven - it is re-
demption. According to Oswald Chambers, redemption is the only reality. Personal 
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holiness is an effect of redemption not a cause of it. “My desire to know God must 
eclipse my desire for my own holiness”. � Ref: O Chambers, My Utmost for His 
Highest, Jan 31. 

We are separated by God for one purpose - to proclaim the gospel of God. 
We can all subscribe wholeheartedly to the gospel that states that the reality of re-
demption is in our Lord Jesus Christ. We are not commissioned to preach salvation. 
We are commissioned to lift up Jesus Christ who laboured to redeem the whole 
world and place it perfectly whole and restored before the throne of God.  

The whole world! Anything that drives separation and disunity, is in opposition to this! 

6.2 Love  

Of the many (512) references to this the great and first commandment, Corinthians 
gives us, “the most excellent way.” “.. If I have the gift of prophesy and can fathom all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains but have 
not love, I am nothing… But the greatest of these is love” (Cor :13) 

If we can not be united by Christ-like love, we have failed! In this debate, we need to 
ask, “What is the loving response?” 

6.3 The Great Commission of Matthew 28:18-20; 

Where Jesus says: “All authority in heaven and upon earth is given to me. Go there-
fore and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have command-
ed you. And behold, I am with you all the days, to the close of the age.”�  

We cannot claim to take the Great Commission seriously, if our energy is diverted to 
a discussion of ‘disputable matters’ which are far from our central purposes. Let us 
agree to harmoniously, even vigorously, agree on a position and then unite behind it.   

7. Conclusion 

Can you envision a world totally united behind these great biblical truths! Our ener-
gies should be focused on ‘making disciples of all nations’ rather than into ‘disputa-
ble matters’. Our energies are much better focused on these great unifying stories 
rather than driving new rifts and widening those that already exist! Once we are well 
underway with God’s big issues His will, will be made clear for us.  Let’s give God 
the space and opportunity to build our relationship with Him, to listen to Him. Let’s 
attempt to be Christ like and to foster a meek and quiet spirit. Let’s join together, in 
loving unity, and earnestly seek God’s will for us. It is not a chore. We will find our 
answers and all be able to say together, “I delight to do your will, O my God“ (Psalm 
40:8). 


