Prayer of the Church – Pentecost 12C (Proper 14)

Since faith is the assurance of things hoped for and the certainty of things not seen, let us exercise our faith by coming to God our Father and praying for the church, the world and our neighbours.

Heavenly Father: thank you for being faithful to all your promises, especially the promise of a Saviour through Abraham and his descendants.  Thank you for bringing the gospel to us, for giving us faith in Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit, and for the rich blessings we continually receive from him.

Lord, hear our prayer,

and in your mercy increase our faith.
Lord, increase the faith of all your people and cast out all fear from among us.  Renew us day by day by opening our ears to your saving action in the past and your wonderful promises for the future.  Enable us to live out our faith boldly and with confidence, especially when faced with uncertainty and trouble.

Lord, hear our prayer,

and in your mercy increase our faith.
We pray for your church, dear Lord, that it may never act out of fear, but always in faith and hope and love.  Help us here at (insert name of congregation) to be living witnesses of the hope we have in Christ.

Lord, hear our prayer,

and in your mercy increase our faith.
Have mercy on those who put their faith and hope in the things of this world, dear Father.  Teach them about the treasures of your kingdom, and bring them to put their hope in you.  And we pray for the present-day descendants of Abraham, the Jews, that they may believe in the fulfillment of your promises in Christ.

Lord, hear our prayer,

and in your mercy increase our faith.
Thank you for the peace and prosperity we enjoy here in Australia.  Bring peace where ever there is conflict, and bring prosperity to all who suffer poverty and need.  Bless the work of welfare agencies and make us generous in giving to those in need.

Lord, hear our prayer,

and in your mercy increase our faith.
Support all parents in their special vocation.  Comfort and have mercy on those who, despite wanting children, have not been blessed with them yet. Protect the unborn, and bring their parents to love and nurture them to healthy birth and life.

Lord, hear our prayer,

and in your mercy increase our faith.
Have mercy Lord on all who are afraid or anxious, and on those who need extra patience because of sickness or hardship.  Comfort those who are facing loss, and support and strengthen those known to us personally with special needs, and whom we now name silently in our hearts ... (brief silence)

Lord, hear our prayer,

and in your mercy increase our faith.
Almighty and most merciful God, give us the faith to live without fear, in your service, and so to be ready for the return of our Lord Jesus Christ, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.
