Notes on The Readings, Epiphany 5A
ISAIAH 58:1-12: The prophet is told by the Lord to direct a trumpet blast at the worshipping people. They seem piously to seek the Lord's will, yet they question his seeming silence in answer to their fasting. The Lord's answer through the prophet denounces their formality of attitude which is accompanied by violence to the poor. If they rather bowed before the Lord in genuine repentance, their attitude to the poor would reach out into highly detailed care and concern for their physical and social wellbeing. If that were the case, they would find their prayers abundantly and richly answered.

1 CORINTHIANS 2:1-16: The Greeks at Corinth loved both philosophical wisdom and the art of oratory. False teachers had come among them parading these human emphases. Paul reminds them that the gospel did not come to them in this way, but rather in straightforward words which moved them to faith because the Spirit worked his power through these words. The most brilliant human wisdom at its very best could never begin to understand, fathom or explain the hidden wisdom of God. Spiritual truth comes only by the work of the Spirit. Those who are unspiritual can never receive the gifts of God through the mind of Christ.

MATTHEW 5:13-20: Jesus Christ is the light of the world. His disciples, Christians, are to reflect his light by being what he has made them to be. Being cleansed by his atoning work, his believing people are to express the love and holiness which their high calling as 'righteous' has conferred on them. In this way they are also 'salt', which similarly gives the world Christ's influence. If the salt deteriorates, or the light is covered over, Christ's name becomes unknown. Where both influences are brought to bear, God is glorified by more who seek him because of that influence. Christ did not come to do away with God's law, but to fulfil it. Our Lord's words on its permanent place in praise and active observance in the Kingdom fits well with the foregoing.

