Notes on the Readings
JEREMIAH 18:1-11: In this reading the Lord determines to give an important and significant revelation through Jeremiah on the basis of his visit to the potter's workshop. The thrust of the revelation turns on the fact that the potter could rework the clay from a failed effort to make something else (another vessel). The clay is in the power of his hands to do as he wills. So with nations. God can build up or destroy. There is no absolute arbitrariness about God's guidance of history, though. If there is repentance (v 8) he can make a nation to prosper again. In respect to Israel (v 11), exile is the means by which the Lord has determined to achieve the end of remodelling Judah and Jerusalem.

DEUTERONOMY 30:15-20: In these words, Moses, as his life draws to a close, refers to the people of Israel's crossing of the Jordan River in which he cannot join them. He wants his words to go with them and therefore warns them of the choices that will determine their wellbeing in the Promised Land. These will be life and prosperity if the people remain faithful and obedient to the Lord. On the other hand, there will be death and adversity if they forget the Lord and stray into idol worship. He therefore urges them to remember the promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that their descendants will possess the land in order to bring blessing to the world. Their faithfulness will make them partners with God in fulfilling his promise.

PHILEMON 1-21: Onesimus, a slave of Philemon at Colossae, fled to Rome on proceeds gained from his master's unassented bounty. Having become a convert to Christ, he served Paul for a period during Paul's Roman imprisonment. Paul sent Onesimus back to his former master in order to make amends. This accompanying letter which Paul wrote and sent with Onesimus is a gem of tact and understanding, allowing Philemon the freedom to make decisions personally which would reconcile slave and master. Paul lifts the relationship even above this by his loving assumption that Philemon will now see Onesimus as a brother in Christ.

LUKE 14:25-33: Jesus had become a popular figure. He warned the crowd following him that no one should consider becoming his disciple without weighing up properly what it meant in personal cost. He called for a follower's first love even over and above the closest family relationships. The seemingly harsh saying about 'not hating father and mother' should be taken in the context of 'loving less' (compare Matthew 10:37). Discipleship may mean the thorns of suffering and even death. Two illustrations, the tower builder and the king going to war, bring home the reality that there is a cost to discipleship that must realistically be counted.

