Prayer of the Church – Pentecost 14C (Proper 16)

We have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God. So let us speak the prayers that are on our hearts and minds.

Almighty God, heavenly Father, we give you thanks for all your blessings of body and soul. Above all, we thank you for preserving your holy church, the gospel and the sacraments. We thank you for the leaders of our church, our Bishop of the LCA (insert name), our District Bishop (insert name), our pastors, lay workers and teachers. May their lives provide an example of holy living for all Christians. 

For the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord,

hear our prayer.
We give you thanks for our state leaders, our premier (insert name), and our parliament, that through them you provide stable government for our society. Fill them with truthfulness, justice and wisdom.

For the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord,

hear our prayer.
We bring before you the needs of those who suffer misfortune – for strangers and refugees in our land, for the poor, for those who are physically or mentally disabled, for those who are in prison, and for those who are suffering for their faith. Comfort them in their need and give us willing hearts and hands to help them where we can.
For the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord,

hear our prayer.
We bring before you the work of prison chaplaincy – let those who are serving sentences know that those who look to you will never be put to shame. And we pray for the victims of crime, that they will be granted justice and that you will give them the strength they need to re-establish a normal life.
For the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord,

hear our prayer.
We pray for the institution of marriage in our land, that it may be honoured by all and upheld by the law. Help families to spend time with each other and grow closer. Bring your peace to families in conflict and help them to forgive whatever has hurt them in the past.
For the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord,

hear our prayer.
Have mercy on all who are driven by greed and a love of money. Help our society overcome the god of materialism and to look to you as the source of all good.

For the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord,

hear our prayer.
Since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, we give thanks to you, our God, and we offer you our worship with reverence and awe; in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.
