Alternative Prayer of the Church for Palm/Passion Sunday

Lord Jesus, we marvel at your humility, 

when you enter the capital city as the King, on a donkey;

we marvel that you don't make a worldly show of your power,

but you choose to win people by your humble love for them;

we marvel at the way your love reaches out to the unlovely,

as well as the popular and the rich and important people;

we marvel that you value people for who they are,

and not for where they live, 
or what they own, 
or the type of work they do.

we marvel that you allow people to turn against you 

and do their worst to you;

we marvel that in public you allow yourself to be nailed up in disgrace on a cross

to take all the blame for our sin;

we marvel that you bother to listen to us day and night as we come to you in prayer,

and we thank you for listening to us when we pray 
for those who are sick, 

(especially . . . )

those who are lonely, 

(especially . . . )

and those afraid of life.

Bless us with a humble love like yours

so that we don't need to try to impress people.

Teach us to listen to them and help them in their special needs,

as you do for us.

Bless the people who are the leaders of our country, including: 

the King
the prime minister (name)

the premier (name);

the Christian church leaders (name)

and the leaders in our local communities (name).

May we live in safety and help one another through the tough times ahead.

Amen.

