17th Sunday after Pentecost 
Service Order



We Come to God in Prayer
Christ humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross.  (Phil 2:8 NRSV)
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit

Amen

Confession and Absolution
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we confess to you that by nature we are sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy and plead for your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Most merciful God, you have given your only Son to die for us: Have mercy on us, and for his sake grant us forgiveness of all our sins. By your Holy Spirit increase our knowledge of you and your will, and make us obedient to your word, so that by your grace we may come to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all.

Amen.
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We Pray Psalm 25:1-9
In you, Lord my God,
    I put my trust.
Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love. 
I trust in you;
    do not let me be put to shame,
    nor let my enemies triumph over me.
No one who hopes in you
    will ever be put to shame,
but shame will come on those
    who are treacherous without cause.
Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love. 
Show me your ways, Lord,
    teach me your paths.
Guide me in your truth and teach me,
    for you are God my Saviour,
    and my hope is in you all day long.
Remember, Lord, your great mercy and love,
    for they are from of old.
Do not remember the sins of my youth
    and my rebellious ways;
according to your love remember me,
    for you, Lord, are good.
Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love. 
Good and upright is the Lord;
    therefore he instructs sinners in his ways.
He guides the humble in what is right
    and teaches them his way.
Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love. 
God Speaks To Us 
Old Testament reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
Epistle reading: Philippians 2:1-13 
Gospel reading: Matthew 21:23-32 
After each reading: 

Lord, plant your word in us,
that we bear much fruit to your glory.
Children’s Address (optional)
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Address
We Confess Our Faith (Apostles’ Creed, or sung version)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'
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Offering Prayer
Thank you, Lord, for all you have given us,
especially the gift of your Son.
Help us to accept his authority,
trust in him, and obey him.
Teach us to live our lives in service to you.
Amen.
We Pray For Ourselves and the World
Since God has called us to adopt the servant attitude of Jesus Christ, let us pray for others as Jesus prayed for us.
Thank you, Lord, for all you have given us, especially the gift of your Son.  Help us to accept his authority and to trust in him.  Expose our unbelief and sin, so that we may enjoy your forgiveness and healing there too.

Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer.

Lord, you provide all that we need on your people's journey through this life. Please help your church take the form of a servant for the mission of your Word, so that it may go out to the whole earth.  Bless the work of the Board for Mission, Finke River Mission and Lutheran Media Ministry.

Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer.

Inspire all people in public office to be servants of the community.  Guide our federal government in its foreign policy, and protect and give success to our forces serving overseas.

Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer.

Lord, you provided water in the desert for your people, Israel.  So provide food and drink, clothing and shelter to all who have been displaced from their homes for whatever reason.  Ease the suffering of those affected by natural disasters, and help all those who have lost property and possessions.

Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer.

Support those who are burdened by illness or disability and those who health is failing as they age. Give them courage in their trials, and meet the needs of all those known to us in special situations and whom we now name in our hearts... (brief silence).

Lord, in your mercy: 
hear our prayer.

Other petitions may be inserted here

Father, we deserve nothing from you, but hear our prayer and satisfy the desires of our hearts, as we pray in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

We Pray the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

God Blesses Us
If there is any encouragement in Christ,
any consolation from love,
any sharing in the Spirit,
any compassion and sympathy,
let us be of the same mind, 
having the same love, 
being in full accord and of one mind.

Go in peace as God’s children to do his will.
Thanks be to God.  
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