The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original author.
Sermon for Season of Creation 2023
The Text: Amos 5: 21-24
Season of Creation: A Year of Jubilee

Today we celebrate creation and the gift that we have all been given as benefactors of God’s gracious creativity.
In the beginning God created.
· God created light and darkness
· God created the atmosphere and ground
· God created dry ground and plants

· God created the sun, moon and stars

· God created birds and sea animals

· God created land animals and human beings

And at the end of each season of creation God declared that it was good. We Australians and New Zealanders know this creation well – we live in a beautiful and diverse part of the world with deserts and rainforests, wide-open plains and high mountains. And we know that in creation God also created community that worked together with one another, and with him, community which even walked together with God in the evening breeze. 
In this season there was peace and God’s presence unified all that was. But this state of being didn’t last long, as Adam and Eve didn’t act justly. They listened to the Devil’s temptation to doubt God’s word and decide what was right and wrong for themselves. They desired to be like God, and in their uprising against their creator brought sin into the world. What God created to be good and beautiful was now corrupted by sin, which impacts all of humanity at its core. Death came and ever since the whole of creation is in bondage to decay, including us human beings, who in our natural condition do not know that personal, intimate relationship with God, working and walking with him as he originally intended, as his carers of creation.
From that time, all of creation has entered a period of wandering in the wilderness, as it were, and the injustice which is a fruit of sin was seen afterwards as soon as Cain killed his own brother Abel from jealousy. From the Exodus account of Moses’ journey through the wilderness we remember the grumbling that the Israelites did – and that we all do – especially in these times of uncertainty. 
But as we dig deeper into the people of Israel’s time in the wilderness we hear how God, through Moses, prepares the people to enter the Promised Land and dwell with him again. God gave them the laws that led to the first covenant, and the laws which we ultimately know as the Ten Commandments. And an essential element of this covenant was the Day of Atonement, the annual ceremony when all the sins of the people over the past year were placed on an unblemished lamb who was sent off into the wilderness to carry their sins far away.

An extension of the Day of Atonement, which God gave in Leviticus 25, was the Year of Jubilee. This was an event in which the Lord exhorted his people to practise atoning with one another every 50 years. It was really about hitting Reset on relationships: forgiving past wrongs, and returning things to their rightful owners.

So, as we meditate on the Season of Creation, we also think about God’s ongoing creative activity in encouraging his people to forgive the debts of others. The prophet Amos tells us that the worship and the sacrifices that God really wants are justice and righteousness, “let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream.” (Amos 5:24) God wants justice for creation, and justice for all people.

This text from Amos 5 comes in the wider context of God’s exposing the sinful motives of his people and showing how far away from his will they are—despite their outward religious performance, their hearts are far from him. It’s the problem underneath broken relationships and broken creation; the problem underneath wanting to dominate and abuse others and all God’s good and beautiful creation for selfish gain. 
This reading, then, is a dire warning: only God is truly just and righteous, and his justice and righteousness will rage against those who do not live according to his will. Their empty religious performance will not help them. 

When God created everything to be very good and beautiful, he created humans in his image to be his representatives to care for his creation. As people who have been reconciled to God through Christ by his precious blood, it is our responsibility as God’s people to strive for justice and righteousness, to act justly and rightly towards one another and the world God gave us to care for. For all people matter to God; all are precious to him. He has numbered even every single hair on our heads.

To bring this back to home, let’s focus on the LCA’s Reflect Reconciliation Action Plan – the Church’s commitment on our behalf to reconciling the deep scar in our national psyche:
First, by naming and owning the fact that these lands were first given to the First Nations peoples who walked these lands since before recorded time, and that the land was taken from them, without it being given-up but through the lie of Terra Nullius – the Western concept that the land didn’t appear to belong to anybody so they could claim it for themselves.
And second, by committing to work better in walking together – incorporating indigenous voices in discussions and decisions which directly affect them, rather than perpetuating remote patriarchal decision-making, as if non-indigenous Australians know better what First Nations people need.
Like the People of Israel in the Sinai wilderness, this is a journey of learning and growing that we embark upon together. And so, as a guide to our journey I’d like to introduce you to the artwork that the LCA has purchased to represent this journey:

Titled ‘Many Eyes’, it was created by Henry, a 9 year old Eastern Aranda and Wangkangurru boy in 2018.
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He describes it this way: “It’s about how there is one God and there are lots of people... we are all different –that’s a good thing – because we can all see different parts of God and share that with each other... That way we can all learn from each other. “

But, as we reflect on each element, and the inspiration that has driven each, we can see in it:

Many eyes, many people, many tasks

· There are ‘many eyes’ surrounding the cross
· There are many views of what reconciliation is
· There are many people who have walked and journeyed before us
· There are many things that are yet to be done
· There are many people who are needed to get these things done

Many journeys

· Many coloured dots make up the cross, representing the many different journeys of reconciliation, side-by-side, together 

· There are no straight or uniform pathways, however

· Each journey is unique
· Reconciliation is complex

The blue palette

The blue palette represents all peoples under the sky, and the rivers and oceans which are their intersecting stories. This reflects God’s diverse creative palate.
Flowing waters

· The flowing shades of blue are the river and the sea, which meet at the centre of the cross. 
· In baptism we each receive personal reconciliation with Christ at the heart of the cross
· Here we find our common identity as children of God

God’s loving eye

· God’s love for every one of us is represented by the eye at the centre of the cross
· He watches over every one of us as we come and we go, ever calling us back to himself, the only place where we will find true and lasting reconciliation

Our witness

· There are ‘many eyes’ watching us from outside the cross
· What do they see? How we treat each other, how we listen to each other, how we respect each other, how we bless each other? What is our witness of reconciliation to them?

The LCA Reflect RAP is a practical example this Biblical concept of Jubilee, of returning things – including relationships – to their intended, and original order. And it is an extension of the Gospel, because through Jesus’ Cross we have all been made one, returned to our right relationship with one another.
For it is God’s love for all people that is behind his will for us to live rightly and justly with one another. How have we failed to do this in relation to others, even in our thoughts and attitudes of the heart? Where have we failed to work at reconciliation, whether it be between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians, or between people of completely different nationalities, or cultures, or theological beliefs, or even between brothers and sisters here in our own congregation? When has our pride led us to think of ourselves above this?
Heard on its own, the reading from Amos is heavy law. But it is through Christ that the Amos reading becomes sweet Gospel for us. Read through the lens of the Cross, we can rejoice that God’s justice and peace did roll on like a mighty river. For it was in Christ that God swept away sin and unrighteousness through his own Son. He is the unblemished Lamb who took our place. In him, the Day of Atonement is fulfilled, once for all. It is only in Christ that true justice and righteousness are found. It was on the Cross that Christ received the full brunt of God’s righteousness and justice - exchanging his righteousness for our unrighteousness, his justice for our injustice. From him streams of living water flow—a picture of life in the Spirit who transforms us to be God’s agents of bringing wholeness to the world.

So in this Season of Creation, we stand before the Cross with the full sense of awe and wonder only when we know the person whose awesome and wondrous deeds that frame the universe is the One who hangs there for us. Because without some sense of the awesome and wondrous nature of our Creator, we cannot appreciate or absorb the message that he became one of us human creatures because he is trustworthy and calls on us to trust in him; and in his Word of Jubilee, of new beginnings.
It was through Christ that God instituted a new Year of Jubilee, bringing freedom for all people, returning them to a right relationship with their Maker, re-unifying Creation, for in him all things are made new. 
May God be at work in us, and his love flow through us, as he calls us to be peacemakers, his agents of reconciliation with all those around us. And as our nation makes steps to work towards meaningful reconciliation with Australia’s First Nations, may we all see our deepest need for reconciliation as well, and find it in Christ crucified, through whom God reconciled to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the Cross (Colossians 1:20). That is jubilee; that is Good News. Amen.
