NOTES ON THE READINGS

JEREMIAH 8:18 - 9:1: Jeremiah speaks God's words of grief as in prophetic vision he sees the sufferings of God's people in exile ('in a far country', or, 'from far and wide in the land'). The intensity of God's mourning matches the heart-rending, bitter despair of the people in captivity. His language is that of a parent grieving the loss of a child. To the people in exile, the mockery of their captors that the Lord cannot be present in his holy place any more torments them (the Jerusalem temple was destroyed). And yet the Lord's words establish that justice has prevailed. His people forsook him for foreign idols. Still they complain that they are left in icy winter and are not rescued. Balm of Gileal was a famous remedy for pain. There is no healing for this people, though; only their hurt and their pain. The prophet's tears and the tears of the Lord are inconsolable.

AMOS 8:4-7: In this section the prophet Amos denounces the sharp business practices favoured and praised in Israel. Merchants through their profiteering make it impossible for the poor to keep out of crippling debt, and hence out of ultimate slavery. Their overwhelming greed to profiteer is seen in their impatience with the long-established religious festival days. The Lord will never forget them for the actions that bring about such injustice to the poor.

1 TIMOTHY 2:1-7: Paul urges the young pastor Timothy to make sure that every kind of prayer is made for all people, including those in authority. The spread of the gospel will naturally be more effective if peaceful conditions prevail. He also offers other reasons: that God wishes all people to be saved; that God is one and therefore relates to the needs of all people; that Christ was a mediator for all people; that Christ became a human being that all might be saved; and that Paul himself was an apostle to the Gentiles, and therefore to all people. God has commanded that all Christian service is upheld by prayer and has promised to hear.

LUKE 16:1-13: Jesus is talking to the affluent here, people who are so wrapped up in their pursuit of money and consumer material goods that they don't bother giving time to pursue their eternal welfare before it is too late. This illustrative story does not praise dubious practice in business. Jesus uses the astuteness of the dishonest manager as the quality to be emulated by Christians when addressing their spiritual needs. The children of light (disciples of Christ) are not as industrious by and large at pursuing eternal life as the children of this world are in getting ahead! The second comparison is in faithfulness of stewardship. Christ makes the point that Christian service needs to be directed single-mindedly to the Lord, not mixed also with material greed.
