The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original author.
Sermon for the Second Sunday of Easter, Year A

The Text: 1 Peter 1:3-9

Our newspapers and popular magazines celebrate reversals in the fortune of the least likely persons. They especially give attention to someone who has made a remarkable recovery from near death, or survival against impossible odds. Easter is the story of the greatest reversal in history. Easter is all about our Lord’s triumph over death, our worst enemy. Death can abruptly end our relationship with someone near and dear to us, before we’ve had time to say goodbye. Death seems all so final.

Christ’s resurrection announces the good news of death’s defeat and the possibility of life with Christ forever. Christ’s victory over death means that we need not fear death but can triumph over it. That’s why we celebrate the Sundays of the Easter season with such great joy and delight. The novelist John Steinbeck writes: “Aunt Deborah read the Scripture to me like a daily newspaper, and I suppose that’s the way she thought of it, as something going on, happening eternally, but always exciting and new. Every Easter Jesus really rose from the dead, an explosion, expected but nonetheless new. It wasn’t 2000 years ago to her, it was now.” 

That’s why we too sing “Jesus Christ is risen today. Alleluia!” Easter means Christ is our contemporary, and not someone locked in the past. Each new Easter season we celebrate with jubilation and joy the living hope our Saviour’s resurrection has given us.

The first Christians didn’t have it easy. The Emperor Nero was treating Christians as scapegoats to be blamed for whatever was going wrong in the Roman Empire. In this context, Peter tells them how their faith in our risen Lord can triumph over all kinds of trials and troubles. God’s greatest act of mercy to them and to us was the resurrection of His Son Jesus and the gift of salvation His resurrection makes available for us. God reveals His great mercy by bringing in godless and unworthy men and women to share the new life offered to us through Christ’s resurrection. Through Baptism, we have been born again into our Lord’s family. This new life we share together has both a present and a future dimension. We no longer have to rely on our own resources. Instead, Jesus provides us with Christlike resources like the Holy Spirit and His gifts of grace, love and kindness.

One of the greatest blessings Easter gives us is an inheritance almost too wonderful for words, kept for us in heaven. Isn’t it welcome news if we hear that we may be heirs to a sizable inheritance from a grandparent, aunt or uncle? It would, of course, be good to receive it before we die. The inheritance our risen Lord has made available for us and promises to bestow on us is unique in that it can never perish or be spoiled in any way. It’s not only kept safely for us; we’re kept by Christ so securely that we cannot in any way lose this inheritance. This is Easter’s permanent prize for us, given to us purely by God’s grace; it is something we could never do anything to deserve. Christ’s presence within us is the guarantee that this prize will one day be ours to enjoy forever. This prize is so sure and certain because it has your name written on it. Jesus says, “Rejoice that your names are written in heaven (Luke 10:20).”

St. Peter says this is cause for great rejoicing, even though trials and suffering may come our way from time to time. The joy we can have is like the joy an engaged couple have in looking forward to their wedding day. To comfort us, Jesus says to us, “You will have sorrow now, but I will see you again and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you (John 16:22).” This joy will far outweigh all the suffering and sadness we experience in this life. St .Paul gives us these words of comfort: “So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure (2 Corinthians 4:16).” 

We rejoice because we share Christ’s suffering with Him and we receive its benefits. Life may not get any easier the longer we live, but the good news of Easter means that we’re assured that whatever we suffer has a positive purpose as far as our Lord is concerned. St. Peter is confident that our faith will grow stronger than ever after its genuineness is tested. In the Early Church we see a new approach to suffering among the followers of Jesus. They rejoiced that they were given the honour, and considered worthy, of suffering disgrace for their Saviour Jesus. That’s worth thinking about when we’re called to suffer because of our faith. 

St. Peter reassures us that our faith is much more precious than gold. He encourages us to cling to our faith no matter what happens. Faith’s true character is revealed when it is tested because we who believe in Christ’s resurrection and treasure it with endless gratitude are living evidence of its truth. We therefore pray that no suffering will ever quench our love for Jesus. It will take a lifetime to learn about all the blessings Easter offers us and how to apply them to ourselves. Our own sharing in Jesus’ resurrection gives us the conviction that it’s great to be alive and that because the mercies of the Lord are new every day, every day is worth living with joy and gratitude.

Two travelling business men met for breakfast in a hotel dining room. The waitress who served them said to them: “Have a wonderful day. And, gentlemen, live alive all day.” They were so intrigued by what she said to them that they met in the same place the next morning. As they were being seated, one of them said to the cheerful waitress: “Yesterday, when we left, you told us to ’live alive all day’. That’s a marvellous philosophy of life you have.” She replied, “That isn’t a philosophy of life; it is Christ. He’s my answer. He brought me alive out of all kinds of sickness, darkness and trouble. When I found Him, I found life.” Jesus says to you as well: “I came so that everyone would have life, and have it in its fullest (John 10:10).”

The good news our Easter season brings is that death will not have the last word about us. For our risen Redeemer has made life stronger than death, love stronger than hate, and hope stronger than despair. Easter fills us with an indestructible hope that can triumph over all of life’s negative experiences. In a world like ours where we constantly hear more bad news than good news, we all need a hope that grows stronger the longer we live. Because of Easter, we can live a good news life in a bad news world. Easter is full of promises of better things for those for whom Jesus is first in their lives.

Finally, Easter is a vindication of everything Jesus said and did. He gives us peace such as this world can never give us and a cheerful spirit that’s contagious. Jesus says to you, “Be of good cheer. I have overcome the world (John 16:33).” And because He has overcome the world, Jesus wants you to have a faith that’s victorious over the world. “This is the victory that overcomes the world, our faith. Who are those who overcome the world, but those who believe Jesus is the Son of God (1 John 5:4).”

One of the most profound symbols of Easter is the dandelion with its sunny yellow face, because the dandelion is almost indestructible. Pulled out by the root from your lawn, it will re-root itself again, while the broken root will grow a new flower. It’s so determined to live that it will grow through asphalt and even cement, to reach the light of day. The dandelion reminds us that nothing could stop Jesus being victorious over death.

William Barclay once wrote, “A Christian is one who never forgets that she or he lives and walks with a risen Lord.” Remember that every day of the rest of this Easter season and beyond. 

“Now may the God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make you complete in everything good so that you may do His will, working among us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. (Hebrews 13:20-21)”

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Hallelujah! 

