Prayer of the Church – Advent 3C

St Paul reminded us that we should not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication - and with thanksgiving! - make our requests known to God. Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, as John the Baptist did not fail to confess, but testified to your Son, so help us to bear witness to the light. Give us wisdom, so that we may say “No” to those things which point away from Christ and “Yes” to that which glorifies him.

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer

We give thanks for the beauty and abundance of the earth. Give us and all people grace to live in harmony with your creation, wisdom and generosity in our use of its bounty.

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer
We give thanks for leaders who serve the common good. Give wisdom to those who have responsibility and authority in every land, that we may share with justice the resources of the world, and work together in trust. Prosper the work of Australian Lutheran World Service through generous contributions this Christmas, and good relations with the communities and governments whom they seek to assist. 

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer
We give thanks for this land and the diversity of its peoples. Grant that we may honour one another and that all people may be enriched by our common heritage and freed from despair, poverty and exclusion.

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer
We give thanks for the good news of salvation for all people. Strengthen us for our work in the world, empower your Church to proclaim the gospel in service, word and sacrament. Unite in the truth all who confess your name, that we may live together in love to your glory. We give you thanks for the new pastors in the LCA, and ask that you would help them and their families settle in well and start their work with great joy. 

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer
We give thanks for the fellowship of the communities in which we live and work. We commend to your safe keeping our families, those with whom we work and learn, our neighbours and our friends. Enable us by your Spirit to live in love for you and for one another.

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer
We give thanks that you are the God who brings mercy and wholeness. Comfort and heal, we pray, all who are in sorrow, need, sickness, or any other trouble. Give to those who care for them wisdom, patience and gentleness and, to us all, your peace. 

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer
We give you thanks for your servants in every age. Grant that we, with John the Baptist and all your saints, may be brought to a joyful resurrection and the fulfillment of your kingdom. 

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer
Lord, you alone know our true needs and desires. Shed your light on our lives and hearts, keep us walking in your path, and hear the prayers that we have offered in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
