The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original author.
Sermon for Trinity Sunday, Year A
The Text: Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 
We have heard these words so many times we don’t really stop to think about them. But they have an astounding message: God, who is eternal, who is spirit and has no need of physical things, made a beginning and begun to create. God did not have to create. The fact that He does create is sheer gift, pure grace on His part. 
In 6 days God creates all things, seen and unseen. God said, and it came into being. Everything is, because God speaks His Word. In fact, the whole of Scripture is about God speaking. 

God said, “Let there be light”, and light is created. God said, and planets and soil take form—sky and land, seas and heavenly lights. God said, and the world is filled with plants and birds and animals and fish. God creates the physical world and the spiritual world. He creates the hidden laws that govern our world: gravity and motion and time. The Lord calls into existence things that had not been. 
The Hebrew word for create is only used of God in the Scriptures. Only He can create. We get to play with what He gives us and re-arrange it to make stuff, but we cannot create. That’s God’s domain alone. 

God the Creator is an architect, putting rings in a tree so it can stand against gale force winds and giving us the triangle. He is a painter of extravagant sunsets and mind blowing supernovas. He is an accountant, making sure all the mammals have the right number of legs. He is a planner, ensuring there is food for every living creature to consume. He is a gardener, supplying soil and nutrients and rain and sunshine to give plants life. 
Our Creator even gives some of His power to His creatures, giving all living things the ability to make copies of themselves, yet each offspring is unique in its own way. God creates a world of order and logic so that the whole of creation functions according to the will of its Maker. God said... it is good.
The last creature God gave form and life to is man. God forms Adam from the soil and Eve He builds from part of Adam. God makes humans in His image. He didn’t have to do that. No other creature had that as part of their makeup. The Lord chose to gift us with His image as part of our being. 

This creating, gift giving, life granting God is not some vague power that cannot be known. He is not called ‘mother earth’. He is not a figment of the human imagination. He is God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
In the Church we attribute the work of creation to the Father. It makes sense to attribute the role of life giver to the Father, but we do not say that He created alone. By divine revelation the apostle John writes: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not anything made that was made” (John 1:1-3). 
This Word is the pre-incarnate Son of God who is later born Jesus. He is an integral part of the creation of all things. When the Father speaks, the Son, the living Word of God, goes fourth to create and give life, to bring into being the things God speaks. But there’s more. 
The second verse of the Bible says, the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. By His Spirit, God is directly involved in creation. He not only speaks, He works to give form and order to His creation. 
By using the principle of interpretation that ‘Scripture interprets Scripture’,  we see from the New Testament that the Holy Trinity—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—is the Creator we read about in Genesis. All three Persons of the godhead are present and work as a perfect unit to bring creation into existence. The Father begets the Son who goes in the Spirit to make from nothing the universe we see around us. They are not three gods, but one-in-three and three-in-one. He is God in three persons, blessed Trinity. 

In the Athanasian Creed we confess: in this Trinity none is before or after, greater or less than another, but all three persons are in themselves coeternal and coequal, so that in all things the Trinity in unity and the Unity in trinity must be worshipped.

The Triune God generously makes a whole world for us to live in: a paradise for us to play in and watch over and raise children. He creates a living earth through which the physical needs of all creatures are met. He not only makes this world functional, but magnificent and beautiful, a wonderland of sights and sounds and smells to stimulate our senses and inspire in us thanksgiving to God. Creation is an exquisite gift from the God of love.
But the world didn’t stay as beautiful as God created it. It became infected with sin. And we are to blame. Human rebellion brought sin into the world. Now, creation is beautiful and dangerous, taking the lives of tens of thousands every year. Even the image of God given to us at creation is not untouched by sin. That’s what died at the fall, when God’s Word was rejected in preference for the whisperings of the serpent and the eating of forbidden fruit. 
God is angry and jealous for us. We sought wisdom from a fallen creature and not the Creator. We don’t deserve His love, and yet it is love that is His ongoing gift to us. The God who made the universe from nothing does a greater miracle. He sends His love in the Person of Jesus to make holy those who are unrighteous. He gives eternal life to us who are destined for everlasting death. King David knew the depth of God’s love and grace for sinners, and he was inspired to write: “What is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?” (Ps 8:4). Barely having finished the work of creation, God set to work to bring salvation to fallen humanity. 
We are insignificant specks hiding in the cracks of the universe and yet us sinners are known and loved by God. The Father begets the Son, who descends from heaven to earth in the power of the Spirit to become like us. For us and our salvation He is born a creature; vulnerable to the evils of this world. 
The Love of God come from on high suffers and dies for the sin of all, and rises on the third day. From death Jesus creates life. He does what no human can. Because of His death we are forgiven. Forgiveness comes into existence by the shedding of blood from the body of the holy Son of God. Jesus dies on the cross and the children of Adam have life in His name.  
That is the Gospel, the good news that we are forgiven the original sin we were born into and every sin we shall ever commit through Jesus. In Him we are re-created. By faith we are new creatures: children of God. Not children of wrath. Jesus gives our lives order and peace and purpose. 

Before He ascended into heaven Jesus left the apostles with these words, go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit (Mt 28:19). 
God said... go therefore and make disciples, baptising them, and the Church obeys and disciples of Jesus are created in the washing of water and the Word. In the speaking of the Triune name God gives new life, a new identity, restoring His own image in us, making sinners holy.
God said... whoever believes and is baptised will be saved (Mk 16:16) and we are forgiven and have the hope of life forever with the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

God said... this is my body... this is my blood... eat and drink (1 Cor 11:23-25) and Christ meets us at the altar to feed us the food of immortality. The Lord who called all things into existence calls us to come and join Him in His meal of blessing. Creator and creature sit at the same table. The Saviour places Himself in that heavenly bread to renew His image in us, to give us strengthen to keep believing, to give life to our bodies weakened by sin, so we can serve our gracious Triune God in love and hope and peace. 
Baptism is a new beginning for us. In fact let us take the opening words of Genesis and John’s gospel and say “In the beginning... I was baptised. That’s when I was re-created in the image of Jesus and started living eternal life.” 
To the Lord God Almighty, who is and who was and who is to come (Rev 4:8), be praise and glory forever, for He has created us, saved us from ourselves and made us holy and given us citizenship in eternal places with Himself. Amen.
