Notes on the Readings, Advent 4C 
MICAH 5:2-5a: In this remarkable prophecy, Micah sees beyond Israel's political defeat of his own day. The ruler whom he predicts is the Messiah who will achieve mighty leadership above and beyond that of any earthly ruler. He will come, like David, from Bethlehem but with origins stretching back before David to the beginnings of time. No mere human being, this Messiah figure will gather his people and care for them to the very ends of the earth. Though the people of God would be 'given up' for a time, they will 'live secure' with all the future redeemed under God's everlasting rule of peace. 

Hebrews 10:5-10: Psalm 40:6-8 is quoted here as the words of Christ when he came into the world. These words indicate that the burnt offerings and sin offerings made as animal sacrifices, although directed by God for his people's worship, were not God's prime wish so much as the perfect obedience and sacrifice of his Son for the sin of the world. This latter sacrifice would be counted by the Father for the eternal benefit of those who would believe these gospel promises. This wish (or will) of God, carried out perfectly by Christ the Son, results in the holiness he bestows on his believing people.

Luke 1:39-55: Elizabeth's greeting to Mary directs our minds through these words prompted by the Holy Spirit to the miraculous origin and future divine purposes for both these women's as yet unborn children. Often called 'the Magnificat', this 'Song of Mary' emphasises the magnitude of God's goodness in using her humble servanthood in carrying out his plans of salvation. That is, of course, consistent with the way God relates to people universally. He blesses and uses for his own purposes those whose earthly pride and power will not stand in the way of his glorious bestowal of mercies. The history and prophecies of God's people from of old richly bear this out. Mary predicts that the Messiah will bring all of these promises to fulfilment.

