Sunday Word & Prayer – 
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, Year B (Proper 12)

GOD WELCOMES US

We come to God 

Let us fall on our knees before the Father,
from whom every family in heaven and on earth receives its true name.
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.


Amen.
We confess our sin and God forgives us

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,
before the whole company of heaven,
and to each other,
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed,
by our own fault.
Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,
forgive us all our sins,
and bring us to eternal life. Amen.

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.

Amen.

We sing LHS 116 Come Holy Spirit heavenly dove OR How deep the Father’s love for us AT 635
We pray Psalm 145:10-18
All your works praise you, Lord;
    your faithful people extol you.
They tell of the glory of your kingdom
    and speak of your might,
so that all people may know of your mighty acts
    and the glorious splendour of your kingdom.
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
    and your dominion endures through all generations.

The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. 

The Lord is trustworthy in all he promises
    and faithful in all he does.
The Lord upholds all who fall
    and lifts up all who are bowed down.
The eyes of all look to you,
    and you give them their food at the proper time.
You open your hand
    and satisfy the desires of every living thing.

The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. 

The Lord is righteous in all his ways
    and faithful in all he does.
The Lord is near to all who call on him,
    to all who call on him in truth.

The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. 

We pray 

The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Eternal God,
we thank you that you make all things
work together for good
to those who love you.
Help us cheerfully trust in you,
knowing that your generous hands give us food
and your watchful eyes keep us safe.
We ask this through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
GOD SPEAKS TO US
We listen to God’s word
Old Testament Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in 2 Kings 4:42-44 
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         Thanks be to God
Epistle Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in Ephesians 3:14-21 
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         Thanks be to God
Gospel Reading
Hear the gospel of the Lord as it is written in John 6:1-21 
(after the gospel)

This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Lord Jesus, thank you for so generously
caring for your people.
Strengthen our faith in you.
Amen.
We sing LHS 148 Jesus the very thought of thee OR Even Unto Death - Audrey Assad
We listen to the address
We confess our faith 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 


born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 


was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 


and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 


from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 


the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints, 


the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 


and the life everlasting.  
Amen.

* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal'

GOD RECEIVES OUR OFFERING
We sing  LHS 284 O Living bread from heaven OR  I am the bread of life – LHS 838/AT 167  as our offering is received 
We pray an offering prayer 
Thank you, merciful God,
for the great love you have shown us in Christ.
Draw us more and more into his love,
and help us reflect his love
by our care and concern for other people.
Amen.
We pray for ourselves and the world 

The Lord is a compassionate God who provides abundant life for his people now as he has done in the past.  So let us pray to our Father in all confidence, knowing that he will hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father: thank you for the beautiful world and its ability to supply all our needs.  Feed those who are hungry and house those who have inadequate shelter.  Give good harvests everywhere and protect the world from flood and fire, famine and disease.

Lord in your mercy:
 hear our prayer.

Have mercy and remove the greed that makes so many people suffer.  Support each person in their proper vocation, and give us confidence in our daily work's contribution to your work in the world.  Feed your people with firm faith that the good things we do for Jesus' sake are pleasing to you.

Lord in your mercy:
 hear our prayer.

Thank you for the Bread of Life, our Lord Jesus Christ.  Feed those who hunger for righteousness and peace with the gospel of salvation in his name, and continue to gather all your people to be fed with his body and blood for eternal life.  Keep gathering together the members of our congregation, make us generous in offering what we have to you, and open us to new people who hunger for Christ.

Lord in your mercy:
 hear our prayer.

We pray for all government and welfare agencies, for volunteers and carers who work to relieve the distress of others - for our church's Lutheran Care and Australian Lutheran World Service.  Feed them with good judgment and success so that those they serve may be satisfied and thankful.

Lord in your mercy:
 hear our prayer.

We pray for all in trouble and distress - for those whose bodies ache, whose minds are confused, whose spirits are sad.  Feed them with hope and healing, comfort and consolation in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Meet the needs of those we know personally to be in want and whom we now name silently in our hearts... (brief silence)

Lord in your mercy:
 hear our prayer.

Loving God, as you provided for your people in ancient times according to your mercy and compassion through Elisha and for all people through your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, hear our prayer this day, and continue your great work in the world. We pray through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever.  Amen. 

GOD BLESSES US

We go with God
Go in peace, with the power of Christ’s love.
Thanks be to God.









And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always.
Amen.
We sing LH 197 Lord, keep us steadfast in Thy Word OR Your Word - Emu Music
