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Why I Changed My Mind – a Response from Pastor Tim Koch 
 
In this response I wish to state clearly that I’m not having a go at the author, but 
responding to what I hear the document saying to me. I wish to acknowledge my 
respect for brother John Kleinig and the love we share in Jesus. I thank him for being 
willing to share with us from his heart. May the Lord continue to richly bless him. 

After reading this response I once again read the 1 Corinthians 14 passage, and to 
my surprise discovered that the translation of this text isn’t uniform. In the NRSV a 
new paragraph starts with verse 37. This links v36 with the previous verses, so on 
reading Paul’s concern is related back to women speaking in church. 

In the NIV the paragraph starts with verse 36. This links v36 with the following verses 
where Paul’s concern is that, ‘everything should be done in a fitting and orderly 
way.’ 

In my mind I wonder if it is wise to put too much emphasis on what is obviously a 
passage that is under some conjecture. 

Please note I’m not denying scriptural inerrancy and authority in anyway. I’m just 
admitting that I’ve got a problem here, so for me the wise thing is to step cautiously 
and to let light from other clear passages shine onto this one. 

I know there is no conjecture on the fact that we are saved by grace, and that it is 
through Jesus death on the cross that I’m declared righteous with God. It’s not works 
but faith in Jesus that saves. 

If a way of understanding a verse casts what could be described as a shadow over 
this crystal clear part of God’s word, then I’d want to reassess that unclear passage. 
Just maybe I haven’t understood it as clearly as I first thought. 

The first way of reading 1 Corinthians 14, linking v36 with the previous verses gives 
me a sense of God punishing me if I allow a woman to speak in the church. I take this 
seriously, the last place I want to be is under God’s punishment. 

But then my sense of logic has me wanting to define ‘church’. If I’m not to allow a 
woman to speak in church I had better know when I’m in church and when I’m not, I 
don’t want to be under any curse of God. 

And personally I can’t think of a worse curse than for God to reject me; for God to 
ignore me. That sends a shiver down my spine; for God to ignore me. 

If a woman isn’t to speak in the church, my logic leads me to ask, what is church? 
And then when is a male a man, because I don’t want a woman to have authority 
over a man. If I get this wrong then God will ignore me. 

Is a man a male over 18 or is it 21? I know of one church community that took this 
seriously, so that when a male turned 21 if there was a woman leading their home 
group, she would have to stop and turn it over to him. 

What scared me was that my logic left me feeling like a Pharisee; define church, 
define a man, live under the fear of being ignored by God. But if I am to take this 
seriously I can’t see how I could approach this any other way. 
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Is Convention church? If so then women should not talk otherwise we will be ignored 
by God. For me, that is the clear logic which runs through my mind. 

And I can assure you that I don’t take being ignored by God, in any way shape or 
form as a minor thing. In my mind there could be nothing worse. God ignoring me 
terrifies me. 

Has Jesus come to terrify my conscience? 

Actually if Jesus just wanted be to have a terrified conscience he could have stayed 
at home, I can do that all by myself. 

If I’m reading any part of the bible and it has me reading Jesus as the one come to 
terrify me rather than save me, then I know I have to have a rethink, for Jesus has 
come to save me from a terrified conscience so that I can live life with God, not 
running and hiding from him. Not working hard, rule keeping to appease this angry 
God. 

For me having the threat hanging over my head that I might be ignored by God is 
terrifying. 

I much prefer what I believe is Luther’s thought; ‘If you’re going to sin, sin boldly’. 
I’ve always understood this to mean, if I’ve wrestled with God’s word and with God 
in prayer seeking to know his will, earnestly seeking his will, then I should boldly step 
out and do what I believe the Spirit has placed on my heart. That’s what I’d call faith 
in action. And if I do have it wrong, I’m not ignored but precisely the opposite, Jesus 
will forgive me and seek to lead me revealing to me his will. 

I must admit that I find the second way of translating the 1 Corinthians 14 passage 
easier to harmonise with the rest of the bible; that God is a God of order. 

For me that ties in with creation where God brings order out of chaos. The devil 
seeks chaos through his lies and deceptions, but Jesus is the truth, the way, the life, 
anything but chaos. Jesus’ life followed his Father’s order from before creation. Jesus 
followed his Father trusting him with his life as he walked toward the cross. 

I can see how disorder doesn’t reflect God’s nature at all, which for me is part of 
being a disciple of Jesus; reflecting God’s nature in all I do and say. And Jesus clearly 
reveals the Father’s will that I can seek to daily live it. 

For me, having Paul call me to align my life with God, living out his nature, which is 
orderly, makes sense. And my definition of orderly of course is Jesus. Here I don’t 
feel like a Pharisee, but I get the sense of being an enquiring disciple of Jesus. 

I don’t want my life to be a response to fear, and being ignored by God terrifies me. 
Who thinks God, our Heavenly Father, wants his children’s lives to be a response to 
fear? Or maybe he might prefer his children living out of his love for them, living free 
in his forgiving grace that they might grow and mature as his children; chosen and 
marked by his love, the delight of his life. 

Which best fits with our theology of grace, of forgiveness, of the cross; a fear 
response or a love response? 

For me, I’m stepping out boldly trusting in my Father’s grace, mercy, forgiveness and 
love in Jesus, so that my life is a living response of love and trust in him. 
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A life that is a fear response would mean to me that Jesus died for nothing; cause 
then nothing has changed. If my action is a response to being terrified by the 
thought of being ignored by God how would you label that response? 

A life that is a love response because it knows the love of God in Jesus, means Jesus 
death on the cross has made an eternity of difference, a difference left to myself I 
could never do. 

Which response resonates best with you, resonates the personality of Jesus to you?  

I trust the fear response evaporates in the warm glow of Jesus’ presence, that 
together we might step out living our Father’s life giving order; his order of love, for 
he is love and perfect love drives out all fear, fear has to do with punishment. 

I pray that we can together discover a way that reflects God’s loving good order 
which places the needs of other before our own, that their needs are meet in a way 
that benefits them at our expense; be that men only, or women only, or both or 
another way. 

One thing creation teaches me about our God, he loves variety; how many rose 
varieties are there in the world? I pray we give up arguing, take our leaders 
wonderful guiding and invest in seeking to love each other in a ‘fitting and orderly’ 
way, with a sense of wonder and expectation that Jesus will lead us to discover 
more, so much more of his personality, of his way of living life with the Father. 
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