Gospel Procession

The gospel procession may be used every Sunday, but it is particularly suitable on festival days or when God's word is emphasised in the readings for the day, for National Bible Sunday, and for festivals of the Augsburg Confession, Reformation, and Mission Day.
A gospel procession highlights the coming of Christ into the midst of his people. It may be done in various ways, such as the two described below. The first, involving the presiding minister with four assistants (servers), may be used for special occasions; the second is a simple alternative. 

EITHER
1. During the singing of the alleluia verse (or hallelujahs, or hymn before the gospel), two servers, each carrying a lighted candle, go to the lectern and stand one on each side of it.  

2. A third server picks up the open Bible or lectionary book from the lectern, and the three walk side by side, with the minister following, to about a third or half of the way down the central aisle of the nave.  

3. A fourth server, carrying the processional cross, may lead the way. 

4. When the procession reaches the central place, the server carrying the Bible stops and turns around to face the minister.

5. The server carrying the Bible holds it up and open, forming a 'human lectern', while the minister reads the gospel from it. 

6. The servers with the candles and the processional cross turn and face the server with the Bible, so that the servers and the minister make a 'cross' with the Bible in the centre.

7. The minister or an assistant may ask the people to rise, and minister announces the gospel by saying, 'Turn to me and hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, as it is written in the Gospel according to___, reading from chapter___'

8. The congregation rises and turns to face the place from which the gospel is read, and say or sing 'Glory to you, O Lord'.

9. After the reading is finished and the second acclamation 'Praise to you, O Christ' has been sung or said, the minister may read the prayer after the gospel.

10. Then the procession returns to the sanctuary (perhaps during the singing of a final verse from the hymn before the gospel), and the Bible is placed back on the lectern.

OR  
More simply, during the alleluia before the gospel, the minister goes to the lectern (or wherever the Bible lies open), picks up the open Bible, turns, and slowly carries it down into the nave, where he reads from it. After the second acclamation, he may read the prayer after the gospel, and then takes the Bible back to its place.

