Waitangi Day Word & Prayer
GOD WELCOMES US
We sing the National Anthem
We come to God 
Come, let us worship the Lord.

He is our maker.

The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it,

the world, and all who live in it.

New Zealand is the Lord's, and everything in it.

He cares for each one of us.

The Lord is a great God,

a great King above all gods.

Glory to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

We confess our sin and God forgives us

Lord, I call to you for help.









In the morning I pray to you. (Psalm 88:13)
I am filled with praise for you,









and proclaim your glory all day long. (Psalm 71:8)
Close your eyes to my sins,









and wipe away all my evil. 
Create a pure heart in me, O God,








and put a new and loyal spirit within me. 
Do not banish me from your presence;








do not take your Holy Spirit away from me.
Give me the joy that comes from your salvation,






and make me eager to please you. (Psalm 51:9-12)
Be gracious, Lord, this day,









and keep us free from sin. 
Have mercy on us, Lord;








have mercy on us.
Let your goodness and love be with us,







as we put our hope in you. (Psalm 33:22)
Listen to my prayer, Lord,









and hear my cry for help.  (Psalm 86:6)
No one who takes refuge in the Lord will be condemned. He hears our cry and forgives us.
Amen.
E te Ariki (Lord, have mercy)




E te Ariki, kia aroha mai. (Lord, have mercy)

E te Karaiti, kia aroha mai. (Christ, have mercy)

E te Ariki, kia aroha mai. (Lord, have mercy)

We read Psalm 145:1-9
I will exalt you, my God the King;
    I will praise your name for ever and ever.
Every day I will praise you and extol your name for ever and ever.

One generation shall laud your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts.  (Ps 145:4 NRSV)
Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise;
his greatness no one can fathom.
One generation commends your works to another; 
they tell of your mighty acts.
They speak of the glorious splendour of your majesty – 
and I will meditate on your wonderful works.
They tell of the power of your awesome works – 
and I will proclaim your great deeds.
They celebrate your abundant goodness 
and joyfully sing of your righteousness.

One generation shall laud your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts.  

The LORD is gracious and compassionate, 
slow to anger and rich in love.

The LORD is good to all;
    he has compassion on all he has made.

One generation shall laud your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts.  

We pray 

The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God,

to whom every human power is subject,

and under whose governance

the design for all the ages unfolds,

as you once led the Māori people and many other peoples

to find their home in this land,

so grant now that divisions be removed,

that equity and justice be established,

and that we may all become one day citizens of heaven.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

GOD SPEAKS TO US
We listen to God’s word
Old Testament Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in Deuteronomy 28:1-9 

 (after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         
Thanks be to God
Epistle Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in Romans 13:1-8 
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         
Thanks be to God
Gospel Reading
Hear the gospel of the Lord as it is written in Mark 12:13-17 
(after the gospel)

This is the gospel of the Lord





          
Praise be to you, O Christ 
Thank you, Lord Jesus,

that we are citizens of New Zealand
and also belong to the kingdom of God.

Make us responsible citizens,

and above all obedient to our heavenly Father.

Amen.
We sing E te Atua (O God of Love)
We listen to the address
We confess our faith  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 


and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 


from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 


and the life everlasting.  
Amen.







* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal'
GOD RECEIVES OUR OFFERING
We sing Tama ngākau mārie (Son of Peace) as our offering is received 
We pray an offering prayer 
Let us pray.

We thank you, loving God, for our country, New Zealand,

and all you have given us here.

Thank you for caring for us in our daily lives

and providing peace and protection

through our government and laws.

Help us to respect the governing authorities

and obey the laws of our country.

But above all, lead us to honour and obey you, our Lord.

Accept these offerings,

and use them to help people in need 

and to build your kingdom.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commit our country.

Amen.
We pray for ourselves and the world
Jesus is here to receive our prayers and make them holy and acceptable to our heavenly Father, so let us pray to him.

Lord Jesus Christ, you call us to follow you in faith-filled repentance and devotion.  Thank you for so graciously addressing us, and for all that you've done to bring forgiveness and new life to us.  Forgive us our many sins and purify our lives.

Christ, be our Light: shine in the church, shine in the world.
We pray for this land of New Zealand.  Thank you for the abundant blessings you shower on us here.  Graciously protect us from fire and flood, from war and disease, from famine and strife, and from every kind of disaster.  Draw all New Zealanders into the radiance of your light, so that we may properly care for and use the resources of this wonderful country.

Christ, be our Light: shine in the church, shine in the world.
Thank you for the blessings of good government and civil peace.  We commend to you our Queen, Elizabeth the Second and our Prime Minister (insert name). Help all in government and positions of responsibility to maintain honesty and truth, justice and peace.  Give our leaders wisdom and compassion in policy regarding refugees.  Draw us into the radiance of your light, so that we may be obedient to proper authority.

Christ, be our Light: shine in the church, shine in the world.
Support all people in their proper vocation, dear Lord, and help all those who are unemployed.  Bless our arts and culture, our science and technology.  Draw us all into the radiance of your light, so that we may each give faithful service to you in our various callings.

Christ, be our Light: shine in the church, shine in the world.
We pray for the churches in New Zealand.  Keep your people true to your word, regular in the use of the means of grace, and genuine in repentance and renewal.  Where there is error correct it, and bring the churches to unity in you.  Draw us into the radiance of your light, so that we may give a clear witness to you in this land.

Christ, be our Light: shine in the church, shine in the world.
Have mercy, Lord, on those suffering in shadows of darkness and caught in the traps of sin and death.  Shine on them with your grace and peace.  Give health and strength to all we know to be in need, and whom we now name silently in our hearts...

Christ, be our Light:  shine in the church, shine in the world.
Lord Jesus, hear these prayers and join them with your own petitions to our dear heavenly Father on our behalf, for together with him and the Holy Spirit, you live and reign, one God, now and forever.  Amen.
We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever.  Amen. 
GOD BLESSES US

We go with God
Go in peace, as citizens of heaven.

Thanks be to God.  
We sing He Honore
He hōnore, he korōria


Honour, glory and

Maungārongo ki te whenua

peace to the land

Whakaaro pai e



May good thoughts come

Kingā tangata katoa


to all men

Ake ake, ake ake



for ever and ever, for ever and ever.

Āmine





Amen.

Te Atua, te piringa,



The Lord is the refuge

Toku oranga.




and my life.


