Liturgy and Prayers – Mid-Week Lenten Service 2, Year B

Opening sentence

Who would have believed what we now report? Who would have seen the Lord’s hand in this?
It was the will of the Lord that his servant should grow like a plant taking root in dry ground.
He had no dignity or beauty to make us take notice of him.
There was nothing attractive about him, nothing that would draw us to him.
We despised him and rejected him; he endured suffering and pain. (Isa 53:1-3a TEV)
Opening Prayer

Let us pray (for forgiveness).
(Silent prayer)
Lord and Father,
to you alone those in great debt can come
with hope of mercy.
Have mercy on us, Lord,
for we have nothing with which to repay you.
Forgive us all our debt,
forgive us all our sins,
and make us merciful to others;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Prayer after the First Passion Reading:

(Silent meditation followed by:)

This generation is an evil generation; it asks for a sign,
but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah.
For just as Jonah became a sign to the people of Nineveh, so the Son of Man will be to this generation;
but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah.
Prayer after the Second Passion Reading:

(Silent meditation followed by:)

Jesus said: ‘This very night you will all be offended by me’.
God will strike the shepherd and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.
‘Before the cock crows, you will say three times that you do not know me.’
God will strike the shepherd and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.
Prayers after the Sermon

Let my prayer be counted as incense before you,
and the lifting up of my hands as an evening sacrifice.
Lord, when we are tempted,
help us to resist the devil;
when we are worried,
help us to cast all our care on you;
when we are weary,
help us to seek our rest in you;
so that in all things
we may live our days to your glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Blessing
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with you/us all.
Amen.
Silent Prayer
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