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Importance: High

To pastors, office bearers, and lay workers in the Victorian Tasmanian District
 
Can we celebrate Holy Communion?
 
While Government advice, current and for the period after May 31st, refers to
“private worship and small religious ceremonies,” for a specified number of
people (currently 10 plus officiants but soon to increase to 20 after May 31st),
there has been no particular Victorian advice about celebrating Communion.
 
However, because the celebration of Communion involves the preparation and
distribution of elements to be consumed by mouth, particular care needs to be
taken in observing strict hygiene requirements.  There are also requirements
relating to density quotients (number of people permitted in the space)
distancing, signage and attendance registration (sections relevant to places of
worship are outlined HERE in a snapshot of the Chief Health Officer’s ‘Restricted
Activity Directions’ document dated 24 May 2020). Under a state of emergency,
as is currently still in force, directions issued by the Chief Health Officer are law.
 
There is a delicate balance here. We must balance our Godly desire to gather
for the Sacrament with our responsibility to care for the safety of all members,
particularly the vulnerable, and to honour the governing authorities whom God
has placed over us.
 
People also need to show consideration for the pastor and lay leaders who are
responsible for ensuring these requirements are met and for deciding who may
attend any small worship service. Please refer to Bishop John Henderson’s
comprehensive advice about many of those considerations in the LCA/NZ
COVID-19 update no.9 – 14 May 2020.
 
It is a blessing to hear of people hungering for communion with their Lord and
each other. Let us remember that it is also a blessing that our Lord has given us
three means of grace – His Word, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper - to nurture in
us the assurance of our salvation in Christ. God can still feed us with his Word
and our Baptism, even if for a time we were unable to celebrate Holy
Communion. There have been many times in history during which communion
has not been available for a time, for one reason or another, but the good news
is that God’s grace and forgiveness always covers us, even as we joyfully
anticipate our return to the Lord’s Table together.
 
Please also keep an eye on the LCA’s COVID-19 webpage and District websites
for updates on this as they become available.
 
Every blessing,
 
Lester
 
 

mailto:Kate.Burke@lca.org.au
http://www.vic.lca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Restricted-Activity-Directions-No-8-24-May-2020-snapshot.pdf
https://www.lca.org.au/lca-covid-19-response/



15th May 2020 


Dear Brothers and sisters in Christ, 


This Sunday’s psalm (Psalm 66:8-20) reflects on God’s protection of his people through a time of 


‘burden’ (v.11). The Psalmist praises God for using this burden to ‘refine’ his people (v.10) and for 


bringing them back to ‘a place of abundance’ (v12). It is obvious that the psalmist has more than 


physical ‘abundance’ in mind because he immediately looks forward to returning to the temple for 


worship (v.13-15). He rejoices in the time when he can celebrate with others, all the things the Lord 


has done through his steadfast love, including ‘attending to his voice in prayer’ (v.16-20).  


Understandably, this week as the Federal Government relaxes some of the restrictions concerning 


places of worship, people are feeling some of the psalmist’s excitement.  There is news of the easing 


of ‘burdens’ that sometimes made us feel like we were in ‘prison’ or trapped’ (v.11). Like the 


psalmist, we are reassured that, ‘God has not rejected our prayer or withheld his love from us’ (v.20). 


All the Lord’s deeds, culminating in the life, death and resurrection of Christ, assure us that God will 


make all things, even our hardships, work out for our ultimate good. 


As the Federal Government announced the first stage in the easing of restrictions, the Victorian 


Government subsequently announced:  


Under new arrangements to come into effect at 11.59pm on Tuesday 12 May, all places of 


worship, of all denominations can now open for re-arranged worship or small religious 


ceremonies of up to 10 people as well as the minimum number of people reasonably 


required for the service. This includes baptisms. 


Bishops’ Updates 
Last Wednesday, the College of Bishops discussed the implications of these announcements for our 


churches. Yesterday, Bishop Henderson released LCA/NZ COVID-19 update No.9- 14 May 2020, 


which encapsulated the main conclusions from the bishops’ discussions. 


In recognition of the particular restrictions in each state, we decided that each of the Bishops should 


also communicate things specific to our Districts. So my intention here is not to repeat what Bishop 


John has said, but highlight a few things and add anything that may apply more to our local 


situation and answer some of the questions that some of you have asked this week. 


District Advice 
Since our District includes both Victoria and Tasmania, it is necessary for us to be aware of 


approaches that each state government has taken in the easing of restrictions for worship. Rather 


than repeat information available from the relevant authorities, I refer you to some web links and 


other documents. 


Earlier this week, our District eNews contained links to two key documents, the 11 May 20, Victorian 


Government’s advice concerning Religious services and places of worship (see attachment to this 


email) and the Tasmanian Premier’s update 8/5/20: https://www.coronavirus.tas.gov.au/media-


releases/tasmanias-roadmap-to-recovery. 


Besides that, here is a further link to the latest Vic Government general advice in relation to stage 


three restrictions:  https://www.vic.gov.au/coronavirus-covid-19-restrictions-victoria, and one 


containing Restricted Activity Directions (No 7) from the Victorian Deputy Chief Health Officer: 


https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/202005/direction-restricted-activity-no-7-


signed-2020-05-11.pdf. Please familiarize yourself with the relevant parts of these documents. 
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If you are not already receiving the Victorian Tasmanian District eNews you can  


Sign up to Vic Tas District eNews here 


What does this mean? 
All this leaves us asking a good Lutheran question: “What does this mean?” While it is obvious that 


we are nowhere near a resumption of worship services as we previously known them, what can we 


safely do in relation to offering Holy Communion to small groups, or to the homebound, under the 


current level of eased restrictions? What can we safely do when people request a baptism?   


We could well be forgiven, in our excitement to return to worship, for reading more into the easing of 


restrictions than is intended. In reality, Victoria has only added one more ‘reason to be out’ in 


addition to the previous four, namely, ‘visiting friends and family - if you really need to.’ 


Of course, there is a slight easing of restrictions relating to “religious services and places of worship,” 


however all the government advice concurs with the LCA/NZ Bishop’s advice that we “proceed 


thoughtfully and gradually… patiently… steadily and with mutual love… with care and caution, at a 


pace within government regulations and within which participants feel safe.”   


The Victorian Premier’s media release of 11th May (attached) makes the government’s position very 


clear, using phrases such as: 


 This is about seeing those you need to – if you need to. 


 I want to be clear: just because you can, doesn’t mean you should.  


 As hard as that is, no visit is worth putting … safety at risk. 


 with more freedom comes more responsibility 


 you should only be undertaking these activities if you really need to. If it’s integral to your 


health and wellbeing 


 none of us want to be responsible for the loss of someone we love – or someone we’ve never 


met 


 our message has not changed: if you can stay at home – you must stay at home. 


Possible Vs Responsible 
We must bear in mind that there is a big difference between what may be legally or logically 


possible and what is responsible or helpful under the circumstances. We must bear in mind the 


purpose of restrictions as described by Victoria’s Deputy Chief Health Officer, “The purpose of these 


restrictions is to … limit the spread of Novel Coronavirus 2019 (2019-nCoV).”  


The Bishops spoke of a rule of thumb or guiding principle to apply: “If there is any possibility that I, or 


any other person present, could be an asymptomatic carrier of COVID-19 (i.e. infected but showing 


no symptoms), what precautions would we put in place to limit the possibility of infecting others?”  


The LCA/NZ Bishop’s update highlighted some of the things that we must do and some things that 


remain prohibited by state authorities. As important as these things are, he also highlighted that the 


most important thing is not what we can or cannot do, so much as, “What are the important 


considerations in the way we do things?” 


Considerations 
When it comes to worship services or ceremonies, the reality is that for most of us, little can change 


from current practice unless regular congregation sizes are small enough come within guidelines; 


and as long as careful thought is given to the considerations outlined by the Premier (quoted 


above) and those listed in the LCA/NZ Bishop’s update 14 May 2020. 


The 11 May Victorian guidelines draw attention to considerations like: 


a. strict limits on the number of people who can attend  



https://www.lca.org.au/departments/ministry-support/communications/enews-single-subscribe-form/?listid=9f412b5f17db07bd0033211452490837





b. maintaining physical distancing by keeping at least 1.5 metres between each other at all 


times  


c. Thorough cleaning between services or ceremonies (e.g. disinfecting of any touched 


spaces). 


d. Allowing an hour between the services to reduce the risk of crowds at entrances and exits. 


e. The four square metre rule, which limits the number of people who can be in a building 


When it comes specifically to Holy Communion, please be aware of the considerations mentioned in 


the LCA/NZ Bishop’s statement before proceeding. The Advice of the Health Officer also highlights 


the necessity, for any religious service or ceremony, to keep records of attendees, including names 


and contact details, to assist with contract tracing if required, and to implement signage to support 


compliance with current restrictions and advice.   


When it comes to administering Communion to the homebound, while it is theoretically possible now 


to do that, there are further things to consider, like: 


a. Whether the visit is absolutely necessary 


b. The current public and local institution’s advice about visiting, especially aged care centres 


c. The vulnerable age-bracket of the person being visited 


d. Whether the visitor or pastor are in a vulnerable age-bracket 


e. Seeking permission, where possible, from the person’s family 


f. Consideration for all essential hygiene and distancing measures.  


When it comes to baptism services, it is possible to hold these within current guidelines for the 


number of people present. To maintain the consideration of distancing during the ceremony, it 


would be possible for the pastor to speak the words while parents apply the water. To connect the 


baptism to the broader family of the congregation, the pastor could arrange a rite of public 


recognition of the baptism once the entire congregation is allowed to gather. 


One size fits all 
Unlike some other states (e.g. Queensland) which have somewhat more relaxed restrictions for rural 


and remote areas, Victoria and Tasmania’s directions apply right across the state. It can be difficult 


to see the need for some of the restrictions if you live in an area that has recorded few or no cases 


of infection. However, our new life in Christ calls us to be responsible citizens in abiding by 


government directions and caring for our neighbours. Remember that the Health Officer’s directions 


also indicate a one size fits all approach to penalties for non-compliance. 


Conclusion 
So, in your haste to return to worship, please be patient and responsible. Make sure that what you 


do provides optimum safety for everyone concerned and reflects the purpose of restrictions, as 


difficult as they are. Read the LCA/NZ bishop’s update closely. With the psalmist, rest assured and 


assure your people that, ‘God has not rejected our prayer or withheld his love from us’ (Psalm 66:20).  


Yours in Christ, 


Bishop Lester Priebbenow. 


 








The District Bishop/Office has prepared this document understanding that all congregations are different and in particular member numbers will be a 


consideration in planning return to worship. We urge Church Councils to use this checklist to formulate the Congregational Safety Plan and add to it as needed 


for individual scenarios. Please continue to abide by the Victorian and Tasmanian guidelines on public gatherings and worship. 


Announcements by the Victorian Department of Health and Human Services on the easing of restrictions can be sourced HERE 


Announcements by the Tasmanian Government on the easing of restriction can be sourced HERE 


From the Victorian DHHS website on enforcement of compliance 


 


Directions will continue to be enforced through spot checks by Victoria Police and use of emergency powers by DHHS and Local Government Authorised 


Officers to ensure compliance with the directions of the Chief Health Officer. 


As restrictions are eased, industry bodies, Victoria Police, Worksafe, DHHS and Local Government Authorised Officers will work together under both under the 


Directions and existing legislative and regulatory frameworks to boost education and remediation, in addition to driving enforcement and compliance with the 


Directions. 


District Bishop Lester has communicated most recently on the 15th May concluding with the words  


‘So, in your haste to return to worship, please be patient and responsible. Make sure that what you do provides optimum safety for everyone concerned and 


reflects the purpose of restrictions, as difficult as they are.’ (Read the full message HERE) 


The LCANZ COVID – 19 response webpage contains resources and communications from our National Bishop, John Henderson and other departments of the 


LCA. Please continue to read communications from Bishop John and make use these resources as you are able. 


In Bishop John Henderson’s message of 14 May he reminded us the following three items are not yet permitted (Read the full message HERE) 


1.  Large, unrestricted public gatherings or worship services. 


2. Provision of food or catering, including refreshments or beverages at gatherings. 


3. Individuals who are feeling even mildly unwell are not to enter church buildings or attend face-to-face gatherings. 


 


Please communicate clearly and explicitly to members about return to worship so they are aware of the dates and times, particularly if changes to worship 


times or practises are planned (for example multiple services on a day).  Church Councils please be considerate of your pastor and his family’s health and 


wellbeing where multiple services are mooted. It is important that ability to sustain the return to worship program is a consideration for both the pastors and also 


volunteers who may be required to serve in various areas. Likewise the health risk is heightened for members over 70 years of age. 



https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/victorias-restriction-levels-covid-19

https://coronavirus.tas.gov.au/families-community/current-restrictions

http://www.vic.lca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/20200515-COVID-19-Bishops-Update-Vic-Tas-final.pdf

https://www.lca.org.au/lca-covid-19-response/
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Preparation and planning for Return to Worship and use of Church building 


 ACTION WHO By WHEN  


  Be aware of, and abide by, State Government restrictions on attendee numbers and persons 
per square metre  


 (Ten attendees this Sunday and twenty attendees from 01 June in Victoria) and the one 
person per 4 square metre rule plus 1.5 metre distancing.  
 


   


  Appoint an individual or team of individuals in the congregation who undertake to be 
responsible for reading and sharing District and LCA communications both in this time of 
COVID - 19 but also ongoing. This is may be a role for synodical delegates and a Church 
Council member.   
Sign up to Vic Tas District eNews here   Sign up to LCA eNews here. 


 


   


  Consider which volunteer roles are necessary as reduced numbers may be worshipping, 
affecting volunteer pool. Communicate changes and new procedures to volunteers  
 


   


  Communicate to the congregation regarding the plans for return to worship and use of 
building, and particularly any changes to worship times and practises 
 


   


  With staff and ministry leaders consider how and when ministry areas might resume. What 
health and safety concerns will need to be addressed? Who will undertake the 
communications?  
 


   


  Unless appropriate deep cleaning is being organised there should be no meetings at the 
church or church buildings. If there will be appropriate cleaning the social distancing rules still 
must be observed. Guidelines on how to disinfect your workplace can be found HERE 
Consider what surfaces may be overlooked and make notes to deal with these (for example 
communion vessel wipers and covers) 
 


   


 Consider signage at entries and exits regarding hand washing, social distancing and other 
changes to activities. Some example of signage can be found HERE 
 


   



https://www.lca.org.au/departments/ministry-support/communications/enews-single-subscribe-form/?listid=9f412b5f17db07bd0033211452490837
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 Consider any ‘traffic flow’ both in and out the building and rooms. You might wish to establish 
directional travel – e.g. everyone travels clockwise 
 


   


  Provide clarity on social distancing in the building using tape, chalk or other visible indicator 
 


   


  Purchase hand sanitiser and disposable gloves in sufficient quantities that it is available for all 
using the space, and particularly for those distributing Holy Communion or collecting or 
counting money  
 


   


  Attendance records are to be kept for use in case of possible outbreak. (Ensure multiple pens 
and hand sanitiser are available at sign in. Please sanitise pens). These should be dated and 
retained in case of outbreak in order to assist the department of health or relevant authority.  
Download Sign In Sheet 


 


   


  Regard the passing of the peace as verbal only and announce this clearly 
 


   


  Minimise handling of all objects before, during and after worship. Consider removing any 
items in the pews and consider treating the offering collection as a retiring offering thereby 
minimising handling . 
 


   


  Celebration of Holy Communion may be a high infection risk activity. Please consider the 
decision to hold Communion services carefully. 
The person or persons preparing, consecrating and distributing Holy Communion must 


o Wash hands with soap and hot water prior to handling communion elements and 
vessels and have hand sanitiser readily available for use for each service. It may be 
advisable for the person to wear a mask while preparing the communion elements 


o Observe the Good hygiene for COVID – 19 guide for handwashing and more 
 


   


  Please be aware of infection risk during Consecration and Distribution 
Utilise Individual cups and minimise handling of the wafer/s  


 


   


  Money handling is a high infection risk activity. Those counting the offering need to be 
informed of the need to take protective measures  


 Ensure supply of gloves and/or hand sanitiser  


 Continue to encourage REGonline giving through the LLL 
 


   



http://www.vic.lca.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/200522-Sign-In-Sheet.docx

https://www.health.gov.au/news/health-alerts/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-health-alert/how-to-protect-yourself-and-others-from-coronavirus-covid-19/good-hygiene-for-coronavirus-covid-19

https://www.lca.org.au/departments/ministry-support/finance-administration/reg/





 


 


 


  Consider likely behaviour after the service has finished. While people may be able to observe 
restrictions within the confines of the building, as they leave they may relax into the usual 
social habits. 
Remind people of the need to support the church and wider community by behaving in 
accordance with government restrictions, and not to linger after the service 


 


   


  Communicate that there is no hospitality events at the church until a further easing of 
restrictions allows for this. 
 


   


  Between services (where multiple service are taking place) thorough cleaning of the church 
space must take place including communion vessels  and any altar cloths to be cleaned or 
replaced 


 


   


  Consider what use may be made of the church that is not worship related. Who will be 
responsible for  


i. for cleaning the surfaces including pews  
ii. for attendance register (see below) 


iii. for ensuring sanitiser is available and used 
iv. for deep clean after room use 
v. for ensuring people don’t linger after the meeting 


               Guidelines on how to disinfect your workplace can be found HERE 
 


   


  Where the church is used by outside users on a hire basis consider management of 
communicating general principles and expectations to these groups under  COVID – 19 
conditions 
 


   


  Check First Aid kits to ensure an ample supply of disposable gloves and masks. Consider the 
purchase of CPR pocket masks in case CPR is required. You might consider a non-contact 
thermometer depending on the type of users of the building 
 


   


  Monitor, review and revise your safety plan regularly 
 


   


     


     


     


     



https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/how-clean-and-disinfect-your-workplace-covid-19






FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS FOR CONGREGATIONS - 28 May


How can I do worship at home safely in a small group? 


Please ensure you have sufficient spacing to adhere to the 1.5m distancing rule and the 4 square 
metre rule, and please don’t serve any food or drinks. A maximum of 10 people are allowed in


your home at any one time. 


What if I wake up in the morning and don’t feel well? 


Please DO NOT go to worship or another person’s home for home worship. Instead, you should 


seek appropriate medical advice. 


Physical distancing (no handshakes or hugs) 


If you are meeting with people at home or at church please remember to not hug or shake hands 


in greeting. An ‘elbow bump’ can be an alternative. 


How do I calculate the 4m2 rule? 


Measure the floor space of your room and divide this number by 4. Eg your room is 


5m x 4m = 20m2, therefore you can have 5 people in this room. 


Can food and drink be served after worship? 


Current Government advice says that this cannot happen at the moment. If people wish to 


bring their own food or drink (in personal containers) to consume this is OK. 


Layout of seating and entry/exit points 


Consider moving the seating in your worship space to allow for the 1.5m distancing between 


people or family groups. You may need to section off every other pew or row of chairs to 


achieve this. Also consider if you have the possibility of having a separate entry and exit door 


to your space so that foot traffic can move in one direction. Arrows marked on the floor can 


assist with this. 


How will we encourage good hygiene? 


Please provide hand sanitizer at all entry and exit point to your worship space. Cleaning wipes 


should be used after each worship time to disinfect frequently touched surfaces, including 


chair backs, door handles, railings, offering baskets, toilet facilities and any other surfaces that 


may have been touched by multiple people. 


How will we record contact details of attendees? 


The attached sheet must be placed at the entry point to your worship space and be 


completed by everyone who enters the building. This record should be signed by the 


responsible person at the completion of worship and retained in your church office for a 


minimum of four weeks after the date. 


How will we ensure the limit of 10 people? 


Please communicate with your members regarding arrangements for attending worship 


(Some congregations have started a booking system for attendance). Please ensure that your 


church doors are closed to the general public while you have your maximum number of 


people in the building. You may need to consider placing a sign on the door stating that your 


church building is currently in use and has reached capacity. 



https://lca.box.com/shared/static/md1jaqy1znox5zy4gicj933jlxzyk0nj.docx





Can I have 10 people in the church and 10 in the hall? What about 10 people in the church 


and 10 outside? 


No. Government regulations currently state that 10 people is the maximum you can have on 


the premises at any one time. Please note the premises includes all indoor spaces and all 


outdoor spaces around the building, including the car park. 


What signage should I put up around the Church premises regarding social distancing etc? 


Please visit https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/signage-and-posters-covid-19 to 


download various posters that can be used. Some have spaces that you can use to note specific 


details relating to your worship centre, eg maximum number of people per room. 


What is our plan for cleaning of communal areas? 


The Safe Work Australia website has detailed information on cleaning that will assist you with 


this. Please visit https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/covid-19-information-workplaces/industry-


information/general-industry-information/cleaning. 


What about baptisms, funerals and weddings? 


These ceremonies are permitted under current Government regulations with some restriction 
on attendees and other requirement. Please check with your pastor or District Office for more 


information, as this is changing regularly. 


For Livestreaming, who is considered essential? 


The Pastor and necessary people connected to recording or sound and musicians can be
considered essential to livestreaming worship services. No additional attendees are permitted 


in the church building during this time. Please ensure that all people in the building still adhere 


to social distancing rules. 


Remember: 


 Gatherings should be 10 or less people at any time


 Keep 1.5 metres distance from others


 1 person per 4 square metres (density requirement)


 If you have a cold or flu symptoms, seek testing and stay home until you are well.


 Wash your hands often, wipe frequently touched surfaces, and cover coughs and sneezes.


 Vulnerable people like the elderly and people with chronic health conditions should talk to


their doctor about what is appropriate for them.


Please check your local state Government’s regulations as they are updated. Please also refer to 


the LCA’s COVID-19 page for additional information, or see vic.lca.org.au (COVID-19 Resources).



https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/doc/signage-and-posters-covid-19
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Kate Burke | Executive Assistant
755 Station Street, Box Hill VIC 3128
Tel: 03 9236 1201 Fax: 03 9236 1222
kate.burke@lca.org.au | www.vic.lca.org.au
 
 
As the LCA continues to respond to the COVID 19 situation we suggest that you check the LCA
COVID 19 response page (updated frequently) as the primary resource.
If you are not receiving the LCA eNews we suggest that you take time to subscribe so you are aware
of the supports and resources available from the LCA.
 
You can also view material on the LCA Victorian District website on the COVID 19 Resources Tabs
and drop down menu for resource sharing and FAQs

The information contained in this email, and any attachments to it, are for the use of the intended
recipient and are confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not use,
commercialise, disclose, read, forward, copy or retain any of the information. If you have received
this email in error, please delete it and notify the sender by return email. The LCA does not warrant
that any attachments are free from viruses or any other defects. You assume all liability for any loss,
damage, or other consequences, which may arise from opening or using the attachments. Unless
otherwise expressly stated by an authorized representative of the LCA any views, opinions and other
information expressed in this message and any attachments are solely those of the sender and do
not constitute formal views or opinions of the LCA.
 

 
 

From: Burke, Kate 
Sent: Tuesday, 26 May 2020 2:48 PM
Subject: a message to pastors and Church Councils on the easing of restrictions and
considerations for return to gathering in worship
Importance: High
 
Dear Pastors and Office bearers
 
With the welcome news of the easing of restrictions for small worship gatherings we
understand congregations are planning to gather again in worship in the next few weeks.
We pray that this will be a time of joy and spiritual refreshment for all. With this in mind we ask
that you be patient and responsible as there are many considerations in returning to worship
in order to be safe and to be compliant. Please see Attachment 1 Bishop Lester’s message
15 May. In addition attachment 2 is a spreadsheet of practical steps to consider and
attachment three is a series of questions and answers (amended 28 May 2020).
 
We sincerely ask that pastors and leaders remember that COVID – 19 is still a significant
threat to our population and so continue to abide by your state government’s legislation on
gathering to the letter, regarding the number of people gathering together (Ten this Sunday
and twenty from 01 June in Victoria) and the one person per 4 square metre rule plus 1.5
meter distancing. You should be able to readily demonstrate that this has been abided by.
 
Please ask attending members to sign in and provide hand sanitiser and multiple pens to
reduce infection risk. In the event of a local outbreak it will be necessary that the records are
quickly available to the department of health.
 
Please observe the passing of the peace verbally only and please make an announcement
to this effect.
 
While people may be attentive to physical distancing and other actions related to reducing
infection while in church, both arriving at, and more particularly leaving after church, may
be points where members inadvertently cross boundaries. It is important to remind members
that they must still be observant of the government guidelines out of consideration for one
another and the local community. It is also important that we are seen as a church to be

mailto:kate.burke@lca.org.au
http://www.vic.lca.org.au/
https://www.lca.org.au/lca-covid-19-response/
https://www.lca.org.au/lca-covid-19-response/
https://www.lca.org.au/departments/ministry-support/communications/enews/
https://www.vic.lca.org.au/


compliant and considerate. Therefore it may be wise to make an announcement to this
effect prior to leaving the service and also have a person appointed to guide people who
may linger.
 
We would also ask that you review the way in which the service was conducted each week
to ensure that any possible risks are identified and dealt with before the next Sunday.

Yours in Christ
 
Pastor Lester Priebbenow
District Bishop, Victoria and Tasmania
 
 
Kate Burke | Executive Assistant
755 Station Street, Box Hill VIC 3128
Tel: 03 9236 1201 Fax: 03 9236 1222
kate.burke@lca.org.au | www.vic.lca.org.au
 
 
As the LCA continues to respond to the COVID 19 situation we suggest that you check the LCA
COVID 19 response page (updated frequently) as the primary resource.
If you are not receiving the LCA eNews we suggest that you take time to subscribe so you are aware
of the supports and resources available from the LCA.
 
You can also view material on the LCA Victorian District website on the COVID 19 Resources Tabs
and drop down menu for resource sharing and FAQs

The information contained in this email, and any attachments to it, are for the use of the intended
recipient and are confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, you must not use,
commercialise, disclose, read, forward, copy or retain any of the information. If you have received
this email in error, please delete it and notify the sender by return email. The LCA does not warrant
that any attachments are free from viruses or any other defects. You assume all liability for any loss,
damage, or other consequences, which may arise from opening or using the attachments. Unless
otherwise expressly stated by an authorized representative of the LCA any views, opinions and other
information expressed in this message and any attachments are solely those of the sender and do
not constitute formal views or opinions of the LCA.
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