Advent wreath

An Advent wreath can be made by tying evergreen branches (pine or eucalyptus) to a metal or wooden hoop, thus making a wreath. Care needs to be taken since both pine and eucalyptus are highly flammable. 
Candles should be large enough so that the first candle will last for all four Sundays - the symbolism is best maintained if there is no need to replace or rotate candles. Candles may be blue or red, but commonly the candles are purple. In the old 1-year calendar, the Third Sunday was known as Gaudete Sunday (Rejoice!) and so the third candle was occasionally rose-coloured as a symbol of joy. A fifth candle is often included in the centre of the wreath (this one is white, because it does represent Christ) to be lit at Christmas Eve. 
The wreath is taken away before the Christmas Day service. While the Advent wreath may be lit before the service at the same time as the altar candles, the lighting of the wreath candles in a little rite in the service offers the opportunity to focus the congregation's attention on this symbol. 
Do not overlook the opportunity the Advent wreath gives for the participation of children. The lighting of the candle may be done by an older child (with care), or it may become the focus of the children's address (which may be shifted to the beginning of the service).
Suggested prayers and responses following the lighting of the first candle:
(The  reader or children could read the part in normal print, and the congregation respond with the bold print).
The true light was in the world,
and the world came into being through him;
yet the world did not know him.
The true light, who enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world.
OR
Lord Jesus, you are the light of the world.
You came to be born as a king in Bethlehem,
the city of King David.
Be born in our hearts,
and rule our lives today.
Amen.
OR, a hymn verse (tune: LH 19 (TIS 295) or LH 36)

Keep awake throughout the night.

Let this candle flame burn bright.

Let us shelter in the light

till the dawn is in our sight.
Second Sunday of Advent

The true light came to those who belonged to him, 

and his own people did not accept him.

The true light, who enlightens everyone, 

was coming into the world.

OR

Lord Jesus, you are the light of the world. 

The prophets foretold 

that you would bring peace to the world

and save your people. 

Bring peace to our hearts, 

and show God's love to all people.

Amen.

OR, a hymn verse (tune: LH 19 (TIS 295) or LH 36)

See how John prepares the way,

for the coming light of day.

As this candle shines its ray,

shine your love in us, we pray.

Third Sunday of Advent

John came to bear witness to the light, 

so that all might believe through him.

The true light, who enlightens everyone, 

was coming into the world.

OR

Lord Jesus, you are the light of the world. 

John the Baptist preached 

that people should repent 

and get ready for you to come. 

Come into our hearts, 

and help us to welcome you.

Amen.

OR, a hymn verse (tune: LH 19 (TIS 295) or LH 36)

Like this candle burning bright,

John bore witness to your light.

Come down now from heaven's height,

banish all the shades of night.

Fourth Sunday of Advent

To all who received the true light, 

who believed in his name, 

he gave power to become children of God.

The true light, who enlightens everyone, 

was coming into the world.

OR

Lord Jesus, light of the world, 

we bless you for Gabriel who brought the good news; 

we bless you for Mary, who became your mother. 

Bless your church as it prepares for Christmas; 

and bless us your children who long for your coming.

Amen.

OR, a hymn verse (tune: LH 19 (TIS 295) or LH 36)

Holy Spirit, come, we pray,

teach your servants to obey.

Shine on us your inward ray,

brighten darkness into day.

Christmas Eve

The Word became flesh and lived among us, 

and we have seen his glory.

The true light, who enlightens everyone, 

was coming into the world.

OR

Lord Jesus, you are the light of the world, 

God from God, and light from light. 

Thank you for coming to be with us. 

Help us to shine with your light.

Amen.

OR, a hymn verse (tune: LH 19 (TIS 295) or LH 36)

Jesus, one with humankind,

heal my sight, by sin made blind.

As this light in darkness shines,

shine into this heart of mine.

