Notes on the Readings, Sixth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 9, Year B
Ezekiel 2:1-5: The vision by which God appeared to Ezekiel to call him to be a prophet completely overwhelmed him. Even though he was a mere human creature (son of man), yet the Lord was raising him by his Spirit to be his mouthpiece. The ‘impudent and stubborn’ people to whom he was to go were at that time in captivity in Babylonia. They were nevertheless the remnant on whom God’s future covenant plans rested. Regardless of their response to Ezekiel’s message, they would know that Yahweh is God through the prophecy coming to full true fruition.

2 Corinthians 12:2-10: There were people demolishing the gospel in the Corinthian congregation claiming special revelation for their authority. Paul turns the argument away from human strength in the manner in which he refers to his own direct revelation of the third heaven (ie the direct presence of God). He had been given revelations which could easily beget pride and conceit. That, of course, would just as much hinder the gospel proclamation. God accordingly gave him some kind of severe suffering (the ‘thorn’ is undefined) which incapacitated him personally, which Satan naturally tried to exploit for his own purposes. However, God showed in this way that it was not Paul’s strength which got the gospel out through Paul’s prodigious efforts. It was obvious that God’s strength was having perfect effect in spite of Paul’s weakness, but also through it.

Mark 6:1-13: God always calls for humble faith and shows himself and his works in answer to it. When Jesus the ‘local boy’ came back to his hometown, faith was completely lacking. The people rejected him. Hence Jesus could not do the works of his Father. When Jesus sent out his disciples among the villages, he sent them with obvious lack of human resources. They were thus able to see from their own experience that it is also necessary for those who minister the word and the Spirit’s power. Human approval of their message was secondary to simply proclaiming it. Demons were therefore subject to them, and many sick were cured.
