
“Unprecedented!” 

Haven’t we heard that word a lot lately! Its use in the media is – well - ‘unprecedented.’ 

According to the dictionary, the word describes something, ‘never having happened or 

existed in the past,’ or ‘never before known or experienced; unexampled or unparalleled.’  

More recently, it is used to describe the phenomenal impact of the Corona Virus on health, 

travel, business, economy, education, sport, entertainment, shopping habits, public 

gathering and family life. Never in our lifetime have we Christians known such disruption to 

our gathering for worship, celebrating the Sacrament, and pastoral care. 

Prior to the corona virus pandemic, we heard the word ‘unprecedented’ used to describe 

the crippling droughts, devastating bushfires, floods and other catastrophic events of recent 

times. 

This provides opportunity for spiritual reflection. Here are just a few things that come to mind. 

Are these events unprecedented? Solomon wrote, “What has been will be again, what has 

been done will be done again; there is nothing new under the sun” (Ecclesiastes 1:9). The 

occurrence of drought, fire, flood, earthquake, disease, war and bloodshed is nothing new. 

What is unprecedented, however, is that in our global village with its economy of trade, 

travel, finance etc., the impact is certainly unparalleled in our time. 

Jesus calls us to allow such things, whenever they occur, to direct our thoughts forward 

toward his second coming, saying, “When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift 

up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near” (See Luke 21:11,28,36).  

Jesus also calls us to allow such things to direct our thoughts upward, so that we re-examine 

the focus and priorities of our lives. He calls us to, “Be always on the watch,” asking ourselves: 

In what or in whom we are placing our trust? (See Luke 21:34-36) 

Furthermore, Scripture calls us to focus on what is truly ‘unprecedented’ – the love of God in 

Christ Jesus, our Lord. It is ‘unprecedented’ that God should love the world so much that he 

would give his only Son as its Saviour (John 3:16); that God should demonstrate his own love 

for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8); that by his death Christ 

should destroy death and by his victorious resurrection he should have the power to make all 

alive (1 Cor 15). 

As we face the difficult circumstances in our world, let us do so with the victory that is already 

ours in Christ Jesus.  Paul writes, “Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let 

nothing move you.” Even though creation is ‘groaning’, there is ‘hope’. “Our present 

sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us,” and nothing “in 

all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 

(Romans 8:18-39). 

His ‘unprecedented’ love remains our only hope, now and forever. 
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