(SLIDE 1)


And you will see...

(Rather than a retelling of the Christmas story, this deals with the theme of darkness and light and God’s rescue of his people. Though scripted for up to 30 children, this could be adapted easily for less children, or for the inclusion of older members when your Sunday School is small. There are no suggestions for carols, but these could be inserted. PowerPoint slides accompany the script)

(SLIDE 2)

(Set up- small lounge with tall lamp, Christmas tree, bean bag and TV. Three people are getting organised to watch a movie. One is sitting in a bean bag eating popcorn, one is sitting on a small lounge, and the other enters with an arm load of chips, drinks, lollies, etc. All face towards a small TV)

Person 1:
C’mon, hurry up! The Christmas movie is about to start! (person 2 enters with food and sits next to person 1). Hey, did you bring the jaffas? (rummages through contents of food in person 2’s arms, looks disappointed when she can’t find them) Ohhhh, it’s just not like the movies if you don’t have any jaffas!

Person 2:
 Alright, alright. Hurry up and sit down. You can’t miss the start, otherwise you won’t understand what’s happening.

Person 1:
Sssshh! You’ve got to see this bit. This is the bit when you know, the guy comes around the corner and ............ (lights go out and movie stops)

Person 3:
And trips over the power cord?

Person 1:
No!! Oh no, what happened? We’re going to miss the movie! It’s Christmas Eve and no Christmas movie! Now what are we going to do?

Person 2:
(stands) Looks like the whole neighbourhood is out. Hang on a minute, I’ll go and find some candles (moves off to side)

Person 3:
Here, let me give you a hand (exit off side)

Person 1:
(Yells out) Are you sure your folks paid the power bill? Oooh, I hate the dark (hugs herself). It’s so dark in here, I hate not seeing two steps in front of me... I can’t even see how many fingers I’m holding up....(stretches hand out with 3 fingers up) It’s getting darker, I’m sure......Will you hurry up.....I’m starting to forget what I look like!!

Person 2:
(yells off side) Don’t panic, I found some candles.

Person 3:
(both enter with lit candles, stands behind person 1) Here... use these.

Person 1:
(jumps with fright, clutches chest) Oh for goodness sake, don’t sneak up on a person like that! What took you so long; you shouldn’t leave your visitors floundering in the dark!

Person 2:
Floundering in the dark! You’re sitting on a bean bag! Don’t tell me you are afraid of the dark, are you?

Person 1:
(says through gritted teeth) No, of course not.

Person 3:
Then why are you gripping onto that bean bag as though your life is about to end?

Person 1:
Alright! Alright! I wouldn’t say I was scared of the dark. I’d say it makes me a little nervous, that’s all.

Person 3:
The dark is nothing to worry about, not when you know that the light is always stronger. Look at this candle for instance. It’s only a small flame but it’s strong enough to break through the darkness.

Person 1:
What are we going to do now? It’s Christmas Eve and we are in the dark. The dark is so depressing, it’s lonely, it’s....so...so black! 

Person 2:
Well, thank God he created light! Maybe he is using this to teach us that he truly is the ‘Light of the World’! After all, that’s why we have Christmas - it was God breaking through the darkness of this world with the birth of Jesus.

Person 1:
Yeah, I guess you’re right. It’s hard to imagine a world without light; can you imagine what it would have been like though, right at the beginning of time when the world was covered in darkness?

Person 2:
C’mon, close your eyes then. Let’s imagine what it would have been like, when God spoke light into the world.........

(SLIDE 3)

(Off centre stage, under screen, 4 narrators appear, pictures on screen to highlight what is spoken)

Narrator 1:
(SLIDE 4) In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was a soup of nothingness, a bottomless emptiness, an inky blackness. (SLIDE 5) Darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.

Narrator 2:
And God said “Let there be light”
(SLIDE 6) and there was light! God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness.
(SLIDE 7) God called the light ‘day’ and the darkness he called ‘night’. And there was evening, and there was morning, the first day.

Narrator 3:
God also said “Let there be lights in the sky 
(SLIDE 8) to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years. Let them be lights in the sky to give light on the earth”
Narrator 4:
And it was so. God made two great lights: the greater light to oversee the day and the lesser light to oversee the night. He also made the stars. God set them in the vastness of the sky to give light on the earth, to rule the day and night, and to separate the light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. 

(Narrator 4 lights 1st candle on the altar)

Person 3:
Wow! That would have been an awesome sight to see, don’t you think? I can just imagine God carefully hand crafting each star, putting each one in its exact place and speaking the moon and sun into action.

Person 1:
Maybe that’s why light is so comforting. Just knowing we have it because God spoke and it came into action is pretty powerful. Pity the same couldn’t be said of your electricity company - biggest night of the year and it feels like we are living in the 1800’s!

Person 2:
Now, now it’s not that bad... the candle light gives everything a nice feel. It reminds me of why God sent Jesus into the world in the first place. The human race had gone and mucked everything up; if it wasn’t for Jesus we would still be living in the dark.

Person 1:
Yeah I guess so..... Hey, wouldn’t you love to go back to the Garden of Eden and knock that apple right out of Eve’s hand. I mean, after all it was Adam and Eve that got us into this mess! If it was me, I would have never listened to a snake. Who listens to a snake? They fell for it completely - talk about blind. One mistake and we all pay the price.

Person 2:
Well, I wouldn’t be so sure if you or I would have done any different. After all, we ignore God all the time and go ahead and do our own thing, and the consequences, well...they speak for themselves...

(SLIDE 9)

(Off centre stage, under screen, 4 narrators appear)

Narrator 5:
We see a glimpse of God - that’s where Genesis begins. All at once we see him creating the world in a majestic display of power and purpose, ending with a man and woman made like himself. But in that small moment of rebellion, something large, beautiful, and free was shattered: 
(SLIDE 10) God’s perfect creation. When sin entered the world, Satan was unmasked. Bathed in innocence, creation was shattered by the fall. Fellowship with God was broken, and evil began weaving its destructive web. But all was not lost, for with God, there is always hope...and a plan.

Narrator 6:
The serpent was clever, 
(SLIDE 11) more clever than any wild animal God had made. He spoke to the woman: ‘Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden?’. The woman replied “No not at all. We can eat from the trees in the garden. It’s only about the tree in the middle of the garden that God said ‘Don’t eat from it, don’t even touch it or you’ll die.’

Narrator 7:
The serpent told the woman, 
(SLIDE 12) ‘You won’t die. God knows that the moment you eat from that tree, you’ll see what’s really going on. You’ll be just like God, knowing everything, ranging all the way from good to evil’. When the woman saw that the tree looked like good eating and she realized what she would get out of it - she’d know everything!- she took and ate the fruit and then gave some to her husband, and he ate.

Narrator 8:
Immediately, the two of them did ‘see what’s really going on’ - they saw themselves naked. They sewed fig leaves together as makeshift clothes for themselves. 
(SLIDE 13) When they heard the sound of God strolling in the garden in the evening breeze, the man and his wife hid in the trees of the garden. They hid from God.

Narrator 9:
God called to the Man ‘Where are you?’ He said ‘I heard you in the garden and I was afraid because I was naked, and I hid. God said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Did you eat fruit from that tree I told you not to eat? 
(SLIDE 14) The Man said, ‘The woman you put me here with, she gave me fruit from the tree, and yes, I ate it.’ God said to the woman ‘What’s this that you’ve done?’ ‘The serpent tricked me’, she said, ‘and I ate’.

(Narrator 8 lights 2nd candle on the altar)

Person 1:
There you go! They had paradise and it still wasn’t enough. Always wanting more, never satisfied with what they had. They didn’t like being told what to do, and because of it God’s plan of perfection and paradise for us was ruined! Man, did they ever mess it up!

Person 2:
You can’t be too hard on them, I mean, we are no different. I bet if you or I were there, we would have still made the same mistake. We do it now, all the time! God gives us his commandments out of love and protection but we often still choose to go our own way, thinking we know what is best.

Person 3:
Look at our world now. It’s like the light has been fighting against the dark all the time. We are surrounded by darkness: greed, poverty, violence, abuse, war, neglect, destruction, the list goes on. How can it ever go back to the way God originally had intended?

Person 2:
Look at our candle for example. Yes, we are surrounded by darkness but from this one candle, the darkness hasn’t won, the light is stronger. Just like the devil hasn’t won, God has been fighting for us since the beginning of time. He sent Jesus, that little baby, who became our Redeemer. He took back what God had intended, a relationship with him forever.

Person 1:
So, that’s what Christmas is all about...it’s like God turning the lights back on after ‘we’ snuffed them out. Tell me the Christmas story again! I want to hear how God gave us a second chance and helped us see again...

(SLIDE 15)

(Nativity scene is set up off centre stage)

Narrator 9:
 (holding large Bible) Here, let’s read some parts from the book of Isaiah in the Bible. Isaiah lived ages before Jesus was born, but God gave him special eyes to point the way ahead. He tells us that God will send the Saviour as he had promised, the Light of the World.

Narrator 10:
(SLIDE 16) Isaiah 9:6-7 (words appear on screen) “For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onwards and for evermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.”
Narrator 11:
(SLIDE 17) Isaiah 9:2 (words appear on screen) “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness –on them light has shined.”

Narrator 12:
(SLIDE 18) Isaiah 60:1-3 (words appear on screen) “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For darkness shall cover the earth and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.” 

(Narrator 12 lights 3rd candle on altar)

(SLIDE 19)
(Children in nativity enter from back of church, Mary and Joseph leading, with the other children each carrying a star. Mary and Joseph kneel in front of manger with angels, shepherds and wise men gathered around).

Mary:
Oh Joseph, just look at him, isn’t he perfect! I can’t believe so much has happened and all these people have come to see him. I am so amazed that God chose you and me to love and raise his dear Son. He is the Saviour that was promised. He has come to save us all. Jesus is our second chance, our miracle.

Joseph:
I had a hard time believing that all this could be possible, but God has shown us that he is faithful and that we can trust in his promises. We can trust him Mary, knowing that he will never leave us. We can already see that even as a baby he has come to change people’s lives; he has come to help us see that our God really cares.

Shepherd 1:
This has been the most amazing night of my life! Never have I seen such a beautiful sight - the dark night sky lit up with stars and the most glorious angels, singing the most beautiful song my ears have ever heard!

Shepherd 2:
And an Angel told us the most amazing news about a baby! God’s heavenly angels came to us! We are just ordinary men, going about our normal work and they came to share the good news that our Saviour is here! No longer are we kept in the dark, no longer do we have to wait, because God’s salvation is here!

Shepherd 3:
I now have a plan and purpose for my life! I will praise Jesus for the rest of my days and tell everyone about him!

Angel 1:
I love singing praises to God and being here this night to welcome our King!

Angel 2:
The very same stars that God placed in the sky at the beginning of time are here to welcome Jesus. They tell us that no darkness can overcome him and he lives and reigns forever!

Angel 3:
May this night always be a reminder that Jesus came to seek and save everyone. It was never in his plan to have one of children lost, and he comes to each one of us, offering light and hope.

Angel 4:
I am so excited that this day has finally come!

Angel 5:
Glory to God in the highest!

Angel 6:
We pray for peace on earth for all people with whom Gods favour rests. He is the Prince of Peace, Lord of Lords, and King of Kings! Today is the greatest event in all history; may it be told for generations to come!

Wiseman 1:
We followed the most beautiful star that anyone of us has ever seen. It gave us light, it led the way, and it showed us where the Christ child lays. We knew he would show us the way.

Wiseman 2:
We have brought these gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh, which seem so little, when compared to all what we will be taking away with us.

Wiseman 3:
(lights 4th candle on the altar). May the warmth from this candle warm your hearts as much as the Christ child has warmed mine. I will be forever grateful that I have seen and heard all that has been promised. Jesus’ Light has come into the world.

Person 3:
There you go... Now, has that helped you remember that even though the darkness feels overwhelming sometimes, Christ’s light will always shine through, just like it did at the first Christmas?

Person 1:
Yes, you’re right, having the lights go out has been a good reminder that ultimately, Jesus is truly the light of the world. His love, grace, and compassion will always shine in this dark world, and knowing that makes me feel loved, warm and safe.

(Lights go back on, and the three people clap and cheer)

Person 2:
 Hey, look at that! All this talk about light must have done something! Yeah! We have light again! See, you are not going to miss too much of the movie or ‘what’s-his-face’ after all!

Person 3:
Yeah! I’m so glad we still get to see it...

Person 1:
(Places two candles on the altar with the other candles) Hey, how about we turn the lights out and keep the candles burning instead?

Person 2:
Why would you want to do that?

Person 1:
Light is stronger than the darkness remember? Besides, it’s Christmas and God’s light has come into the world! Thank goodness! (points to TV) Now ssshhhh...sit down, quick, quick, this is my favourite bit...this is the bit where...

Person 3:
Hey, don’t tell me! (playfully puts hand over person 1’s mouth) This is the one time I do want to be kept in the dark!

(SLIDE 20)

