Prayer of the Church

The prayer of the church is optional because the services of all Three Days are regarded as one service, and the Good Friday service has extensive intercessions in the bidding prayer. However, if a prayer of intercession is desired, the following may be used.
Call to prayer

Here at the table of the Lord, let us pray for all who hunger and thirst for righteousness, and for the body of Christ throughout the world.

The regular response, OR:

Lord, not our will, 

but yours be done.

Suggested intercessions

*
for all pastors of the LCA, and for the Churchwide Bishop and District Bishops, that they may live and serve according to their ordination vows

*
for the whole body of Christ, the church, broken and divided, that the unity which God gives may become visible

*
for all Christians, that they may not betray Christ by word or deed

*
for those who do not join us at the Lord's table: those who have excluded themselves from our fellowship; those whose hearts are hardened and unrepentant; those who are separated from us by reason of doctrine or practice

*
for leaders of the church throughout the world

*
for leaders of this country, especially our Prime Minister, Premier and Federal, State and local government

*
for the poor and those who cannot afford to buy enough food for themselves and their families

*
for refugees fleeing from their homeland

*
for those divided by feelings of hatred

*
for the housebound who cannot attend  Holy Week celebrations.

Concluding prayer

Forgive the sins of all who call upon you, Lord. And as we gather to celebrate your supper, may the bread we break and the cup we drink free us to live lives of love and obedience to your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
