The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original author.
Sermon for Palm Sunday, Year B
The Text: Mark 11:1-11
'The Australian Light Horsemen' 
(adapted from a sermon by the late Pastor John Pfitzner)
The Australian Light Horse Brigades were mounted troops famous for their campaigns in the Middle East during World War One. The distinctive part of their uniform was the slouch hat with the plume of emu feathers. They were largely responsible for capturing the Sinai Peninsula, Gaza, Beersheba, and Jericho from the Turkish troops. 
Their most famous achievement was their successful attack on Beersheba on the 31st of October, 1917. It was one of the last great cavalry charges in military history. Throughout the previous night's march, and during the battle, the horses had no water to drink. Unless Beersheba could be captured that day, they would have been forced to retreat 30 miles to water, and the battle would be lost. It was late in the afternoon that the horsemen were thrown into the battle.

The order given was one previously unheard of in military history. In a story about the battle called 'The Wells of Beersheba', Frank Dalby Davison writes that the 4th and 12th Regiments of Light Horse ‘were to be sent against infantry who were well-entrenched, supported by machine-guns and covered by artillery’.

They attacked from the east – straight into the last rays of the setting sun. The commanding officers on a hilltop watched through field-glasses as the horsemen charged through the artillery barrage, then faced the rifle and machine-gun fire, overran the trenches, and entered the town, capturing the wells before they could be blown up. It was a decisive and seemingly miraculous victory which led to further important victories later on.

PAUSE
On that first Palm Sunday, we see Jesus entering the city of Jerusalem riding on a donkey. This has none of the dramatic spectacle of horsemen charging in the face of enemy fire, but this is a thrilling event. This is one of the great rides in human history.

Jesus is riding in as the Warrior-King to take possession of this city. This was part of a major campaign which led to victories that began in Jerusalem, and then spread out to Judaea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

Today, on this Palm Sunday, we need to recognise the bravery and courage of this ride. Jesus is riding in against a powerful and strongly-entrenched enemy. The enemy is not just the Jewish leaders who are determined to kill Him, or the Roman governor with his troops. This man on the donkey rides in against all the devilish and evil forces that are loose in this world, and that have us in their power. This one man is coming to challenge their rule. It is here in Jerusalem that the decisive battle will be fought.

Jesus makes that courageous ride for you and me, and for every single person in this world. He comes in humility – ready to suffer for us and to die in our place. He comes in peace – breaking the vicious circle of violence and revenge, and bringing us into harmony with God and with each other.

It is on the cross later that same week that the decisive battle is fought. This is where the great victory is won. This is where He triumphs as our great Warrior-King – setting us free from our oppressors, and bringing us back under God's good and saving rule. This is where our miraculous rescue takes place.

Jesus keeps riding in as our rescuing King – in Baptism, in the Gospel message, in Holy Communion. Through these means of grace He satisfies our thirst, providing us with precious, life-giving water. Here, because of His victory, we can drink deeply from the wells of salvation.

Here we also gain strength and courage to join Him in His continuing campaigns. Through these means or channels of God’s grace we are empowered to take part in His continuing victories. We are empowered to ride out with Him, bringing His peace into a world still suffering under enemy occupation. We are empowered to bring His care to people who are hurting. We are empowered to help set people free, and to bring them under God's good and gracious rule.

On Anzac Day and Remembrance Day, we rightly recognise those who fought for our country, and we honour them. We acknowledge their bravery and their achievements. In the same way we recognise what Jesus has done for us. The crowd of disciples that followed Him when He rode into Jerusalem shouted their thanks and praise to God saying: 'God bless the King Who comes in the Name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory to God!' And when the Pharisees told Jesus to tell them to be quiet, He answered: 'I tell you that if they keep quiet, the stones themselves will start shouting'.

Jesus has to be praised – He is worthy of our praises. He deserves all the honour we can give Him. We have to recognise His bravery in riding to His death for us, and the tremendous victory that He won for us on the cross.

Let's place ourselves in the service of the King Who rode in on a donkey to defeat all our enemies, and let's make our whole life a song of praise to Him. Amen.

