Easter Vigil order without Holy Communion
PREPARATION 
The paschal candle and individual candles are placed in readiness, and a fire is lit outside the church. The service begins outside the church building, with the interior and exterior in darkness. The congregation gathers at the lit fire. Each person is given a candle, which is not lit until later. Wait silently as the fire is fully alight.
Greeting 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 
Prayer 

Let us pray. 

Lord of all creation, we thank you for the gift of fire, through which you revealed your name to Moses, your presence to Israel in the desert, and your Spirit to the church at Pentecost. Let this fire be a sign of your presence with us, so that, set aflame with the fire of your love, we may come to feast with you in eternal light; through Jesus Christ, our light and life. Amen. 
Preparation of Candle 

The minister traces his finger over the cross in the paschal candle, saying: 
Christ, yesterday and today,
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end.

The minister traces the four numbers of the current year in the four angles between the crossbars of the cross, saying: 
· All time belongs to him, 

· and all the ages; 

· to him be glory and power, 

· through every age and forever. Amen. 
The minister may insert five red nails or pins, symbolising the five wounds of Christ, into the ends of the crossbars and at the point where the two meet, saying: 

· By his holy, 

· glorious wounds, 

· may Christ our Lord 

· guard us 

· and keep us. Amen. 
Lighting of Candle 
The minister lights the paschal candle from the fire, saying: 
May the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds. 
The worshippers light their candles from the paschal candle. The candle-bearer takes the candle and lifts it high, saying: 

The light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 
Procession 
The worshippers follow the minister and assistants into the darkened church. At the church door or at the centre of the nave the candle-bearer lifts the candle high and says a second time:

The light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 
At the altar, the candle-bearer faces the people and says a third time: 
The light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 
The paschal candle is placed on a stand in the sanctuary. 
Refurnishing of Altar (in silence)
If the altar has not been refurnished before the service, it may be done during or after the procession. The articles for refurnishing the altar may be carried into the church in the procession or placed on a side table inside the church. If they are carried, the children can help with this. While the altar is being refurnished, other candles around the church may be lit, to provide candle-light for the service.
Easter Proclamation 
The minister or an assistant stands near the paschal candle and sings or says the Easter proclamation. 
Rejoice, all heavenly choirs of angels, and sing for joy; 
sound the trumpet of victory for our marvellous king.

Rejoice, all the earth, shining with the radiance of Christ our eternal king; celebrate the dawn that banishes the darkness.

Rejoice, mother church, clothed with the brightness of Christ, and let this house resound with the voices of many people.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord. 

For that is fitting and right. 
It is truly fitting and right, with heart and mind and voice, to praise the Father almighty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

He paid the debt of human sin and freed us with his blood from our ancient bondage.

This is our Passover feast; the true lamb has been killed, and his blood protects each home and makes us holy.

This is the night when God led our ancestors, the people of Israel, out of Egypt, and brought them safely across the Red Sea on dry ground.

This is the night when Christ broke the chains of death and ascended from hell in triumph.

This is the night when all who believe in Christ leave the darkness of sin and gather together as God's holy people.

This is the night when no-one fears the dark, for the darkness is as light, and the sun of righteousness rises with healing in its wings.

This is the night when heaven is joined to earth, and we are joined to God.

Therefore, heavenly Father, we pray that, like this candle, the light of Christ may drive out all darkness from among us; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen. 
The lights may be switched on and the people's candles extinguished at this point, or just before the gospel is read. 

Hymn – LH 100 Awake, my heart, rejoicing (backing track) OR AT 313 Christ be our light (One Licence) OR Here I Am to Worship - Tim Hughes (CCLI by Tim Hughes) 
Prayer of Easter Vigil (Collect) 

Let us pray. 

Lord God our Father, maker of heaven and earth: Grant that, as the crucified body of your dear Son was laid in the tomb to await the glory that would be revealed, so we may endure the darkness of this present time in the sure confidence that we shall rise with him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Introduction 

Friends in Christ: Hear the word of God which recalls how he has saved his people since ancient times. 
First Reading: Genesis 1:1 - 2:4a
Meditative response: Psalm 136:1-9, 23-26 
OR LHS 565 Praise, O praise our God and King (backing track) OR ATA 164 O give thanks to the Lord (CCLI) OR Forever - Chris Tomlin (CCLI by Chris Tomlin)
Prayer: 

Almighty God, as you created us wonderfully, and yet more wonderfully redeemed us through the sacrifice of our passover Lamb: Let us share the divine life of him who came to share our human life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.
Second Reading: Genesis 7:1-5,11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13

Meditative response:
Psalm 46 
OR LHS 885 Be still and know (backing track) OR AT 311 Be still and know (One Licence) OR Still - Hillsong (CCLI by Reuben Morgan)
Prayer:

Lord God, as you rescued Noah and his family, and made a covenant with him and his descendants: Let the whole world see that all things are being made new through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Third Reading: Genesis 22:1-18

Meditative response:
Psalm 16
Protect me, Lord my God  (David Schütz to the tune: 'Now thank we all our God', LH 437) OR AT 470  I’m so secure (In Your Hands) (CCLI) OR  Psalm 16 (Fullness of Joy) - Shane and Shane (CCLI by Shane Heilman)

Prayer:

God, the Father of all the faithful, as you promised Abraham that he would become the father of many nations, and as you fulfilled that promise through the death and resurrection of your Son: Let us obey your call and trust in the promise of your grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Fourth Reading: Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20,21

Meditative response:
Exodus 15:1b-13,17,18
OR LH 453
Sing to the Lord with joyful voice OR ATN 35 The Victory Dance (One Licence) OR Egypt - Bethel Music, Cory Asbury (CCLI by Brian Johnson, Cory Asbury Ethan Hulse, Lee Cummings, Phil Wickham)
Prayer:

Lord God, as you freed your people from slavery and led them through the Red Sea as a sign of baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the world may become children of Abraham and be given new birth by water and the Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Fifth Reading: Isaiah 55:1-11

Meditative response:
Isaiah 12:2-6
OR LH 655 I will give thanks to Thee O Lord OR AT 196 The trees of the field (CCLI) OR The Lord Is My Salvation - Keith & Kristyn Getty 
Prayer:

Heavenly Father, as you have created all things by the power of your word, and as you bring us salvation through created things: Pour out your life-giving water and refresh those who thirst for you, so that they may produce abundant fruit; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Sixth Reading: Proverbs 8:18,19-21; 9:4b-6

Meditative response:
Psalm 19
OR LH 14 Let the earth now praise the Lord (backing track) OR AT 361 Here we are (CCLI, One Licence) OR The Love of the Father - CityAlight (CCLI by James Ferguson, Rich Thompson)
Prayer:

Lord God, as you call people to follow the way of wisdom: Give us understanding and knowledge through your Holy Spirit, so that we may trust in your true wisdom, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Seventh Reading:
Ezekiel 36:24-28

Meditative response:
Psalm 42 and 43
OR LH 364 A new heart, Lord, create in me (backing track) OR AT 206 As the deer pants (CCLI) OR Psalm 42 (I Will Praise Him Again) - CityAlight (CCLI by Jonny Robinson, Tiarne Tranter) OR Send Out Your Light - Sandra McCracken (CCLI by Sandra McCracken)

Prayer:

Almighty and merciful God, as you promised to rescue your people and give them new hearts: Lift up the fallen, and create us all anew; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Eighth Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14

Meditative response:
Psalm 143
OR LH 341 Jesus, lead Thou on (backing track) OR AT 218 Spirit (CCLI, One Licence) OR Come Alive (Dry Bones)- Lauren Daigle (CCLI by Lauren Daigle, Michael Farren)
Prayer:

Lord God, as you have brought us out of sin and death into new life with you, through the death and resurrection of your Son: Lead us to know your mercy in your word and sacrament, so that we may learn to hope for all your gifts to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Ninth Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-20

Meditative response: Psalm 98
OR LH 97 The strife is o'er, the battle done (backing truck) OR AT 369 Shout to the Lord (CCLI) 

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, as you saved your people Israel and brought them home with joy: Let us rejoice as you lead us to our heavenly home with you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

Tenth Reading: Romans 6:3–11 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
Let us pray. 

Almighty and gracious God, as you have united us with the death of our Lord Jesus Christ through the waters of holy baptism, guide us as we live out the life he gained for us this night. Strengthen us in faith, so that we may triumph over the powers of darkness and reign with you in eternal light; through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
Renunciation and Confession 

Brothers and sisters in Christ: Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways? 

Yes, I do. 
Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe in God the Son? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven,

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic* church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
* or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'

Do you intend to remain firm in this faith and reflect it in love to God and your neighbour?

Yes, I do. 

May God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us new birth by water and the Spirit and has forgiven us all our sins, strengthen us with his Spirit †, so that we receive eternal life. To those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all. 

Amen.

Lights may be turned on for the gospel and the candles extinguished.
Gospel: Mark 16:1-8
The holy gospel is written in chapter 16 of the Gospel according to St Mark, beginning at verse 1. 

After the gospel: 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ. 
Address 

A brief address may be read.
Offering (optional)
Hymn  LH 105 Good Christians all rejoice and sing (backing track) OR AT 452 Why do you look among the dead? (CCLI, One Licence) OR Christ Is Risen He Is Risen Indeed - Keith & Kristyn Getty (CCLI by Ed Cash, Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty)
Offering Prayer
An offertory is sung or spoken as the offering is brought to and presented at the altar. 
Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 

CONCLUSION 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favour †, and give you peace. 

Amen. 

Recessional/Final Hymn  LH 92  Christ the Lord is risen today (Backing Track) OR Happy Day - Tim Hughes (CCLI by Ben Cantelon, Tim Hughes)
