Notes on the Readings, __ Sunday 
Amos 5:6,7,10-15: From the time of Moses, Israel was a theocratic society, which meant that God's commands were to rule not only in religious life but also throughout the wider fabric of the community. Amos is expressing God's abhorrence at the way justice and righteousness were flouted by those exercising power in the gate. Lawless and oppressive practice stemmed from this very place where laws were made and supposedly upheld by just court hearings. There was one system for the rich, who grew richer; and there was a different and bitter experience for the poor and uninfluential whose rights and livelihood were trampled upon. God's fiery punishment surely must consume such a society! To live with continued favour from God, genuine repentance and a change of heart is necessary.

Hebrews 4:12-16: The word of God is a living, powerful and active thing. God himself is active in it. It therefore has the power either to condemn or to save. It lays bare all guilt and is the standard by which all finally must give account. How encouraging, then, it is that we have a high priest such as Jesus.  In the Old Testament God's people needed a high priest who could draw near on their behalf to seek God's mercy. Jesus, our high priest, is both fully human and fully God. Being human, he can understand our weakness and temptations and help us. Being God, without sin, he can grant full forgiveness when we as New Testament priests draw confidently near his throne to seek it.

Mark 10:17-31: The rich young man, being steeped in self-righteousness, thought it possible to find and follow a formula to 'inherit' eternal life. He was blind to the fact that 'do' and 'inherit' are in this sense contradictory. Jesus' testing comment challenged him right at the centre of the sin that possessed him, which he could never admit, namely his own greed (vv 23-27). The last section of the reading shows that if people consider their sacrifices for the kingdom will merit a reward, they will be declared 'the last'. If believers simply follow faithfully in eager obedience regardless of their sacrifices, they will be declared 'the first'.

