Notes on Foot Washing
The foot-washing, although usually reserved for the pastor when he is present, may, in his absence, take on a different meaning. Rather than have just one person doing the foot-washing, several congregation members may do this task for their fellow members. Perhaps congregational leaders (eg elders/church council members) may do this task. Alternatively, family members may wash the feet of others in their family. Use your imagination on this. What is suitable in one place may not be suitable in another.

If everyone is invited to have their feet washed, then they will need to have been warned beforehand that they will be invited to participate, so that they are able to wear shoes that are easily removed. Women in particular will find it hard to have their feet washed if they are wearing stockings. There must be no pressure on anyone to participate if they do not wish to do so.

Consider how the seating is arranged to enable the foot washing to occur. Before the service, prepare a bowl, a towel, and a jug of warm water. You may wish to put on a plain apron- avoid using fancy or patterned aprons.

