Prayer of the Church, Easter Day, Year A

On this day of resurrection, let us pray that the light of Christ may rise over the whole world.

Creator God, we ask that the light of Christ would shine in the church, so that all may see it and be drawn to faith in you.

May the light of Christ, rising in glory,

dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.

Redeeming God, we pray that the light of Christ would shine in our community, so that our friends and neighbours may know with us the joy of new life you give.

May the light of Christ, rising in glory,

dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.

Loving God, we ask that the light of Christ would shine into the darkness of despair, to lift up all who are grieving, lonely, suffering, or without hope, that they may receive your comfort and peace.

[intercessory prayers for those who are unwell or for the grieving may be added here]
May the light of Christ, rising in glory,

dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.

Saviour God, we pray that the light of Christ would shine into human hearts, wherever deeds of greed, oppression and injustice are being planned, that people would walk out of the darkness into light.

May the light of Christ, rising in glory,

dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.

Risen God, we ask that the light of Christ would shine in the darkness of the grave and tomb, and that all who have died in Christ may rise to life again and see the light of his glory in heaven forever.

May the light of Christ, rising in glory,

dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the gift of light, which you created in the beginning by the power of your word. Shine the light of Christ upon us and all the world, so that we may come to feast with you in eternal light; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our light and our life, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.
