Pentecost 21A (Proper 25) 
Service Order



We Come to God in Prayer
God says to us:
‘I am the Lord your God’.  (Lev 19:16).
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,

Amen.

Confession and Absolution
Friends in Christ:
Jesus said: ‘You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your mind.
And you shall love your neighbour as yourself.’
We have not fulfilled this commandment,
so let us come before our Father in heaven
to confess our sin
and to ask him to forgive us
for the sake of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we confess to you that by nature we are sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy and plead for your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Most merciful God, you have given your only Son to die for us: Have mercy on us, and for his sake grant us forgiveness of all our sins. By your Holy Spirit increase our knowledge of you and your will, and make us obedient to your word, so that by your grace we may come to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all.

Amen.

LHB 393 O God of Bethel OR Your Love Defends Me - Matt Maher 
We Pray Psalm 1
Blessed is the one
    who does not walk in step with the wicked
or stand in the way that sinners take
    or sit in the company of mockers,
but whose delight is in the law of the 
LORD, 

and who meditates on his law day and night.
That person is like a tree planted by streams of water,
    which yields its fruit in season
and whose leaf does not wither –
    whatever they do prospers.
Our delight is in the law of the Lord.
Not so the wicked!
    They are like chaff
    that the wind blows away.
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
nor sinners in the assembly of the righteous.
Our delight is in the law of the Lord.
For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked leads to destruction.

Our delight is in the law of the Lord.
God Speaks To Us 
Old Testament reading: Leviticus 19:1,2,15-18 
Epistle reading: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 
Gospel reading: Matthew 22:34-46
After each reading: 

Lord, plant your word in us,
that we bear much fruit to your glory.
Children’s Address (optional)

LHB 239 Son of God, Eternal Saviour OR The Way (Psalm 1) - The Shiyr Poets
Address
We Confess Our Faith (Apostles’ Creed, or sung version)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'

LHB 359 Thee will I love OR You Say - Lauren Daigle 
Offering Prayer
Thank you, Lord, for sending your Son Jesus to us
and for all that he has brought us.
As you have loved us so much,
help us to love you more than anything else,
and our neighbour as ourselves,
and to live lives of service. 
Amen.
We Pray For Ourselves and the World
Since God has gathered us together to be his holy people, let us pray that we may love him with all our heart and all our soul and all our mind, and let us pray for our neighbour as we pray for ourselves, responding to the words Lord, in your love with hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father: thank you that you are our Lord, the God of love, and that because of your love for us we have significance and purpose, as well as forgiveness through Jesus.  We pray for all Christians, that we may be guided by the Spirit to fulfil the law of love, and that we may enjoy the blessings of a loving relationship with you and with others.

Lord, in your love…hear our prayer.

Raise up faithful people to speak your word with truth and clarity, dear Father.  Preserve us from confusing the law with the gospel, and help us depend on Christ and not on our own performance.

Lord, in your love…hear our prayer.

Bring the gospel of your love through Jesus to those who live in hatred of you and of their neighbours.  Protect victims of abuse and violence, and bring peace to homes, cities, and nations.

Lord, in your love…hear our prayer.

Feed the malnourished and starving, dear Lord.  Have mercy on those who are impoverished, and give success to groups that serve those in need, and in particular we name our own Australian Lutheran World Service.

Lord, in your love…hear our prayer.

We place into your hands all the activities and people of this congregation, dear Father, praying that you will bless our life together.  In particular, give health and strength to (insert names) and especially give them strength of faith in Christ.

Lord, in your love…hear our prayer.

Our life is short, and we soon return to dust.  Give us confidence in the final resurrection of the dead, and of the return and rule of Christ.  Sustain those we know in particular need and whom we now name in our hearts... (brief silence).

Lord, in your love…hear our prayer.
Lord, only you can satisfy our needs and the needs of all people. We commit ourselves and our neighbours into your loving care, trusting that you will continue to provide everything we need from day to day. 
In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.
We Pray the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

God Blesses Us
Go in peace. Love the Lord your God above all things, and love your neighbour as yourself.
Thanks be to God.  

And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be

with us always.

Amen.

LHB 344 Our God is Love OR King Of Love - Emu Music
