Notes on the Readings, 22nd Sunday after Pentecost, Year B (Proper 25)
Jeremiah 31:7-9: Joyful hope is expressed in praise for the anticipated restoration of God's people from captivity to their homeland. The reference to 'blind', 'lame', 'in labour' illustrates the grace of God in providing a smoothed-out journey. 'Weeping and consolations' emphasise that a fitting repentance is leading to a new obedience to God who is their 'Father'. References to Ephraim (representing the separated people of the northern kingdom) and Jacob (Israel) (people of the southern kingdom) suggest that the return home will also restore a longed-for united kingdom. The prophecy of Jeremiah sweeps forward to the new Israel where our eternal hopes are made sure.

Hebrews 7:23-28: The Old Testament priesthood was instituted by God through Moses, but was confined to fallible and mortal men.  They represented God's people before the throne of God by offering sacrifices for sin and praying on their behalf. First, they had to offer sacrifice for their own sins. Christ, as the Son of God, had no need to offer up sacrifice for his own sins, yet became the once-and-for-all sacrifice for the sin of the whole world. Being both priest and victim, he can guarantee sure access to the Father and all that is needed for ultimate salvation. He continues to represent us and our needs before the eternal throne.

Mark 10:46-52: Here is a blind man who had 20/20 spiritual vision. He shows his faith initially by addressing Jesus as 'Son of David'. This was one of the terms used by people of the day for the long-awaited Messiah. King David was told he would have a descendant (son) who would rule forever. Not only did this man confess Jesus but he persisted with his faith despite strong discouragement. At Jesus' call to come, his eager enthusiasm in responding was accompanied by a confident request. After his miraculous cure, his faith impelled him to follow Jesus along the way.

