All Saints Word and Prayer

GOD WELCOMES US

We come to God 

God has made Christ the head over all things for the church,
which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. (Eph 1:22b,23 NRSV)
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.



Amen.
We confess our sin and God forgives us

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,
before the whole company of heaven,
and to each other,
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed,
by our own fault.
Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,
forgive us all our sins,
and bring us to eternal life. Amen.

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.

Amen.

We sing LHS 213 For all the Saints
We pray an entrance Psalm
Year C – Psalm 149

Praise the LORD.

Sing to the LORD a new song,

    his praise in the assembly of his faithful people.

The Lord takes delight in his people; he crowns the humble with salvation.  

Let Israel rejoice in their Maker;

    let the people of Zion be glad in their King.

Let them praise his name with dancing

    and make music to him with timbrel and harp.

For the LORD takes delight in his people;

    he crowns the humble with victory.

Let his faithful people rejoice in this honour

    and sing for joy on their beds.

The Lord takes delight in his people; he crowns the humble with salvation.  

May the praise of God be in their mouths

    and a double-edged sword in their hands,

to inflict vengeance on the nations

    and punishment on the peoples,

to bind their kings with fetters,

    their nobles with shackles of iron,

to carry out the sentence written against them—

    this is the glory of all his faithful people.

Praise the LORD.

The Lord takes delight in his people; he crowns the humble with salvation.  

We pray 

The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Lord, you are the crown and reward of all your saints. Lead us to follow their steps and live as your people, and bring us to eternal joy with you. We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

GOD SPEAKS TO US

We listen to God’s word

Old Testament Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in Daniel 7:1-3,15-18. Daniel's vision of the holy ones of the Most High
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





        
Thanks be to God
Epistle Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in Ephesians 1:11-23 God's blessings through Christ for his people.
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
Gospel Reading

Hear the gospel of the Lord as it is written in Luke 6:20-31 Blessed are the poor and the persecuted.
(after the gospel)

This is the gospel of the Lord

Praise be to you, O Christ 

We sing LHS 191  The Church’s one foundation
We listen to the address

We confess our faith 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

Amen.

* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal'

GOD RECEIVES OUR OFFERING
We sing LHS 161 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds as our offering is received 

We pray an offering prayer 

God our Saviour, lead us,

out of thankfulness for your mercy and goodness,

to dedicate our lives and all we have

to your service.

Amen.
We pray for ourselves and the world 

God has raised Jesus Christ to sit at his right hand. Let us therefore pray to our Father in heaven through his Son for all the world and all the saints.

O God, Heavenly Father: we thank you today for calling us your saints. In spite of our unholy lives you look at us and see Jesus’ perfect life and death covering ours. Thank you for this grace, the grace we received when we were baptised.

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer
Thank you for every Christian who has helped us on our journey and encouraged us to keep believing when we felt like giving up. Thank you for all those who taught us the faith. Thank you for those who made the ultimate sacrifice of their lives to ensure others could hear of your love in Christ.

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer
We remember the saints in heaven. Thank you for releasing them from the burden of sin and death in this life and for keeping your promise to them. We especially remember those from our community who have passed away in the past year (insert names here). Give comfort to all those who grieve over loved ones no longer with us on earth. Give them the hope only your word can offer us.  

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer
We pray for your church on earth, that it may remain faithful to the apostles' teaching and that it will strive for unity. We pray for all Christians, especially those under persecution, that they may imitate the martyrs in bold witness to the gospel

We pray for those who are not yet part of your church and for those who have left it, asking your spirit to convince them of your love for them in Jesus. And we pray for the enemies of the church, and those who curse your saints.

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer
Bring peace to those nations in conflict and where there is political instability. Protect those who are poor and hungry and give them hope. Move those with plenty to share with those who have little. Help all people to love their neighbour as themselves.

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer
God of life, we give thanks for the love you have shown to the world through all your saints, and we celebrate our continuing communion with them whenever we worship. We look forward to being part of the crowd around your throne in heaven on the last day. In the meantime keep us looking to Jesus and help us to keep giving a clear witness to him, living the holy lives you have called us to live by the power of the Holy Spirit. In Jesus holy name we pray. 

Amen.

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
INTRODUCTION
Grace and peace to you from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead and the ruler of the kings of the earth.

Friends in Christ: Today we remember members of this congregation and our Christian friends and relatives whom our heavenly Father has called out of this life in recent times. We remember them and thank God for the gifts he has given us through them.

READING OF NAMES

WORD OF GOD

Our Lord Jesus Christ says:

Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life, and does not come under judgment, but has passed from death to life.  (John 5:24 NRSV)

And the apostle John says:

These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.  (Rev 7:14b, 15 NRSV)

I invite members and visitors to come forward to light a candle from the Paschal candle in memory of a departed loved one.

LIGHTING OF CANDLES
Some appropriate meditative music may be played during which people can come forward to light a candle 

PRAYER

Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, all who have died in Christ are in your presence.

We thank you for those whom we have named in our hearts before you.

They completed the race that was set before them, and we thank you for sustaining their faith throughout their lives.

We thank you also for the blessings that flowed to us from their lives.

Be with all who mourn their death.

Comfort them in their sorrow.

Remember us all in life and death and bring us at last into your eternal home.

We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
BLESSING

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep our hearts and minds safe in Christ Jesus.

Amen.

We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth 

as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever.  Amen. 

We sing LHS 219  Jesus shall reign where’er the sun  
GOD BLESSES US

We go with God

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds safe in Christ Jesus.

Amen.
