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Shirley Klinge awarded LNAA Life membership 
  This month, the Lutheran Nurses Association of Australia has again marked 

International Nurses Day by awarding an honorary Life Membership.  This year’s 

recipient is Shirley Klinge, of Laidley in Queensland.     

  Shirley was born in Kingaroy, Queensland.  

Her primary education was at Kumbia, and her 

secondary education at St Catherine’s Church 

of England boarding school at Warwick.   

  After four years of nursing training at Dalby 

General Hospital, she married David Klinge in 

1970, and moved with him to Mt Isa.  There, 

she first worked at the Mt Isa Base Hospital, 

and then from 1978 to 1980 she served as 

Director of the St Paul’s Lutheran Child Care 

Centre. 

  Returning to Dalby, Shirley worked in ICU 

there for five years, then in 1983 she was 

appointed Director of Nursing at the Tabeel 

Lutheran home for the aged in Laidley. 

She became a member of LNAA in 1992.  

In May 1994 she organised and hosted an 

LNAA seminar at Tabeel. 

In 1998 Shirley was one of nine Lutherans 

who completed a three-day Introduction to 

Parish Nursing course at what was then 

Luther Seminary.  She had previously com-

pleted a Certificate in Pastoral Studies.   

She was appointed Parish Nurse at Laidley, 

and installed at Redeemer in December of 

that year.  She served in this role until last 

September.  Her role involved pastoral care 

visiting, and supporting people particularly 

at times of bereavement, when she assisted 

with funeral arrangements (often playing the 

organ). She has continued supporting parish-

ioners during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Shirley was appointed as Pastoral Care 

Nurse at Faith Lutheran College, and served 

there for 13 years – in a full-time position in 

latter years.  She came to be fondly known 

by the students as the ‘Nanna Nurse’.   Dur-

ing her first years at Faith she also served as 

the inaugural college chaplain.   

Among the roles she filled at Faith, Shirley 

 organised immunisation programs, First Aid 

courses, carol services, and school reunions;  

 arranged care packages for school families 

following the Lockyer Valley floods;  

 organised prayer vigils, with students; 

 was involved in school camps and driver 

education programs;  

 supported the school pastor, helping arrange 

chapel services; 

 served as a health educator and adviser; 

 was an assistant to the principal; 

 accompanied a group of students on a tour 

to the USA (including Disneyland) 

When the chaplain at Tabeel resigned last 

year, Shirley came out of retirement and is 

currently serving as part-time chaplain until a 

new full-time chaplain is appointed. 

Shirley actively promoted LNAA and Parish 

Nursing in Queensland.  She had input into an 

LNAA seminar held in Nundah in June 2007, 

and into the Introduction to Parish Nursing 

course presented in Raceview in suburban 

Ipswich in 2010. 

  Shirley also served for a short time as Sec-

retary of the Queensland District of the Luth-

eran Church of Australia.   

  She is currently the president of the Lutheran 

Women of Queensland’s West Moreton Zone.  

Pictured below is the zone executive, with 

Shirley third from left in the back row. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 About Books  
Every three months, Dr Marcia Schnorr arranges a Zoom meeting for 

US students and undertaking the Distance Education Introduction to 

Parish Nursing course others who may be interested.  At a meeting last 

year she listed some books in her library that Pastoral Care Nurses might 

find helpful.  These include the following. 

Nurse, Pastor and Patient  

Dr Granger Westberg (his earliest book on 

nursing) 

The Essential Parish Nurse  

Dr Deborah Patterson 

Parish Nursing – a Handbook for the New 

Millenium  

Sybil Smith 

Because I Care, I am a Parish Nurse  

Various contributors 

Parish Nursing:  Health Care Ministry in 

the Church             

 Mary Elizabeth O’Brien 

Parish Nursing – the Developinbg Practice                  

 Dr Ann Solari-Twaddell 

Parish Nursing – Promoting Whole Person 

Health                 

Dr Ann Solari-Twaddell 

Fast Facts for Faith Community Nurses     

Janet Hickman 

  LPNI Study Tours 
  The 2021 Lutheran Parish Nurses International study tour will take participants to Washington 

DC and Williamsburg in eastern USA on 15-21 September.  

Registrations have started coming in for the 

2022 study tour to Alice Springs on 22-28 Sep-

tember.  The tour will include visits to the mis-

sion site at Hermannsburg (pictured),as well as 

to the Royal Flying Doctor Base, the School of 

the Air, the historic hospital, and the Yirara Col-

lege for indigenous students from remote com-

munities, all in Alice Springs, and to the tourist 

sites of Simpson’s Gap and Standley Chasm.  

There will be a day-long seminar, as well as bi-

lingal Sunday worship at the Alice Springs Luth-

eran church. 

Registration forms for both tours are available from robert.wiebusch@lca.org.au. 

Planning is proceeding for the 2023 tour to visit to Odessa and Kiev in the Ukraine.  However, 

this is being kept under review, as tension is currently mounting with a Russian military build-up 

on the border with Ukraine. 

GOROKA, PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

Because of lifestyle change, people 

are eating more imported food than 

locally grown food.  They end up 

having high Blood Pressure, dia-

betes and being overweight. There-

fore we do basic health checks for 

Blood Pressure, Blood Sugar Level, 

and Body Mass Index, and give 

health talks on life-style diseases. 

When we find any abnormality we advise the 

person to eat healthily, live a stress-free life, 

and exercise.  We also advise the person to 

come back for a check-up again next 

clinic.  If the identified problem still 

persists, then we refer them to see their 

doctor.  Some members who are under 

treatment for high blood pressure and 

diabetes come for regular checks.  

At the Parish Nurse Christmas party 

last December, our guest, the congre-

gation chairman, thanked us for doing 

the work in the congregation.  
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