The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original author.
Sermon for Pentecost 2A, Proper 6
The Text: Romans 5:1-11 (ESV)
Our text today begins: “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” At seminary the oft-repeated line was that when you see a ‘therefore’ you must ask yourself “What is it there for?” In this case Paul begins his new line of thought, by connecting to the previous chapters of his letter.
Paul has set up for us a bit of a conundrum in the first four chapters of this letter to the Roman Christians. He takes the reader on an exploration of righteousness and how we might obtain that righteousness. Through the early part of the letter Paul addresses the following themes:
· The righteous shall live by faith
· God's wrath on unrighteousness

· God's righteous judgment

· God's judgment and the law

· God's righteousness upheld

· No-one is righteous

· The righteousness of God through faith

· Abraham Justified by faith

· The promise realized through faith

As Paul looks at righteousness he finds that no-one is righteous; he explains that God is righteous, and that the Law shows us how unrighteous we are.

That’s a problem for us, because we want to be righteous, we want to be good, we want to be acceptable to God and those around us. However no-one is righteous—we have all failed.

That doesn’t stop us trying to be righteous. That might be by attempting to keep the Ten Commandments, and so prove ourselves good. Or as is so common today, redefining what is good and living to our own standard, or at least holding everyone else to that standard that we have set. The problem with both these attempts at righteousness is that at best they can only produce self-righteousness—trusting in one’s own actions. But self-righteousness is not righteousness at all.
God does call us to be righteous, perfect and good. That is the charge and task for Moses and the Israelites in the wilderness, and the charge for the church today.

Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” Exodus 19:5-6 (NIV)
This is a charge to both keep the covenant--that is the commandments which God was about to deliver in Exodus 20, and to be a Holy Nation, a kingdom of Priests.

Yet so often we find ourselves in the category of the unrighteous. Those who know God’s law but transgress the law, which stings at our conscience.

But Paul tells us that we have been justified by faith.
Now a quick explanation of the word ‘justify’; it literally means to be made or declared righteous. So when Paul tells us we have been justified, we have been declared righteous.

While we battle away to try to attain our own righteousness by our works, the whole of the Christians’ life is actually passive rather than active—someone else is making us righteous
But you might be thinking “we are justified by faith, and faith is something we do.” Not so dear brothers and sisters, faith is something we are given! For faith is merely to believe, to trust, to cling to the promises. The promise here is that we are justified quite apart from our own attempts at righteousness.
Paul says that we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Peace with God is also a promise - only because we have been justified; made right. So we are no longer at war with God, trying to show Him how righteous we are, or making up our own idea of righteousness, or even thumbing our nose and being completely evil. We are at peace with God.

This is the peace that Jesus proclaims at His resurrection to the disciples which they are then to take to the whole world: by forgiving sin!

Paul knows that full well, as he concludes that first sentence: “…through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
The peace with God comes through our Lord Jesus Christ, as does the justifying - both are brought to us through our Lord Jesus Christ. So the two go hand in hand: justification and peace with God. We are no longer enemies but in a correct, right and reconciled relationship with our Creator. All through the work of our Lord Jesus Christ.

All this comes to us through hearing the Word of the Lord, and through hearing the Holy Spirit has gone to work and we have received the gift of faith. With faith we trust that these promises are for us. Because without faith we cannot believe that these promises are for us. Without faith we might think that the promises are far off - they are for someone else more worthy; more righteous, more godly.
This is not the case, these promises are for us - for you and me. We are justified by faith, and we therefore have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Paul goes on to say: “Through Him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand”
Through Him—that is Jesus—who has just been proclaimed, the gifts keep coming. We have gained access into Grace!
Jesus gives us access to God the Father and to His gifts. Without Jesus we have no audience with God, but Jesus gives us access not only to God but also to His grace, His gifts to us. Jesus is our Priest here - He actually fulfils the covenant for Israel (for all who believe to be a kingdom of priests a holy nation) and takes our petitions to God, cries out for us in His presence that we need a Saviour and that He is that Saviour. He piggy backs us into God’s presence (gives us access) so that we can receive the gifts (grace) of God.

So by trusting in this promise we receive access and grace. The same access that Adam and Eve lost is returned by Jesus. As Paul explains in the next section of this chapter:
For if, because of one man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:17)
The life of faith is passive and receiving. Passive because Christ is the active party in bringing us into God’s presence (giving us access), and receiving because God is the giver, Jesus is the gift, as is faith, and all of this is free, it is pure grace.

Next, Paul says: “…and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”
The gifts keep coming. We boast in the hope of the Glory of God. That is we boast, place all of our pride, in our hope of the Glory of God. This is part of faith, to hope in what is to come, that is the glory of God. Referring to Christ’s return in glory to take us to be with Him, because in this groaning world, the Glory of God is hidden from us even though it is promised to us.
Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

Here surely we might see that faith is active, as we are strong in our faith.

But here the verbs: “suffering produces endurance…” are ‘passive’. If they were ‘active’ it would read ‘in suffering we endure or when we endure we build our character’… but that is not the case.

Suffering, endurance, character and hope are all being done in us. God destroys our own strength and gives us his own strength so that we put faith in Him. In suffering, endurance, character and hope, the Christian has their flesh put to death so that they trust in the promises of God.
This is hope, which is joined to faith, and clings to the promises of God. Not trusting in our own understanding, our own ability to be righteous, but resting in the arms of our Saviour and receiving all that He has to give to us. So rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. Amen.
